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Míle	buíochas	leat!	Thanks	a	million!

Where	I	come	from,	they	say	“Blood	
is	 thicker	 than	water”	 implying	

family	 ties	 are	 the	 closest,	 the	 ties	
that	bind	when	 there	 is	no	one	else.	
When	you’re	miles	from	family	and	the	
homeland,	 it’s	 the	 Irish	 in	 the	greater	
community	 that	 creates	 the	 family	
connections.

I	had	the	good	fortune	to	meet	Dr.	Gus	
O’Gorman,	a	native	of	Salthill,	Galway,	
Éire	in	March	2003,	at	the	Irish	Luncheon,	
six	months	after	we	landed	in	Montreal.	
I	don’t	remember	who	sent	me	to	him.	
As	 I	was	nudged	 in	his	direction,	 all	 I	
remember	hearing	was	“If	anyone	can	
help	you	build	your	network	here,	he’s	
your	man.	He	knows	everyone…”	Little	
did	I	realize	just	how	connected	he	was,	
and	how	important	he	would	become	in	
my	life	and	that	of	our	family.

It	was	hard	to	get	a	word	in	edgewise	
that	first	time	with	the	smiling,	bright-
eyed,	 athletic-looking,	 silver-haired,	
keep-a-barrack-of-soldiers-in-chat,	
well-dressed	 gentleman	 to	 whom	
everyone	 seemed	 to	 be	 gravitating.	
He	probably	had	every	immigrant	sent	
his	way!	During	our	brief	exchange,	we	
learned	we	shared	a	communal	bond	
in	 our	 common	 language	 and	 Irish	
interests.	He	gave	me	his	business	card	
and	 introduced	me	 to	his	 intelligent,	
arty,	 sporty,	 lady	wife,	 Karin	Austin,	
starting	a	mutually	loving	and	respectful	
relationship.

You	 are	 all	 aware	 of	Gus’s	 professional	 accomplishments	
(Paediatric	Neuroradiologist,	Director	of	 Radiology	 at	 The	
Montreal	Children’s	Hospital	and	businessman);	involvement	in	
the	Irish	community	(former	President	of	the	St.	Patrick’s	Society,	
instigator	 for	Nuacht,	 2001	Community	Award	 recipient);	
support	for	the	Irish	language	(co-founder	of	Comhrá)	and	lover	
of	 literature	 (a	volunteer	director	of	 the	Bloomsday	Festival	
and	amateur	actor	with	Infinithéâtre).	What	is	amazing	is	how	

cont.	p.	5

Gus	O’Gorman	with	his	wife,	Karin	Austin

Photo:	St.	Patrick’s	Society
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This	is	my	last	note	to	all	members	of	the	Society	as	your	
President.	The	past	two	and	a	half	years	have	gone	by	

quickly,	with	a	lot	of	effort	and	work	by	the	Executive	and	
Board,	to	create	awareness	and	indeed	increase	the	visibility	
of	the	Society	within	the	community.	It	has	been	my	pleasure	
to	work	with	a	dedicated	group	of	individuals	and	I	thank	you.

Nuacht	 has	 been	 a	 lifeline	 to	 our	members	 and	 the	
community	 over	 the	 years.	 Sadly,	Gus	O’Gorman,	who	
envisioned	the	newsletter,	and	Anne	Forrest,	our	dedicated	
editor,	both	of	whom	have	passed	away	within	 the	past	
month.	Gus’s	 vision	 to	 create	Nuacht	 to	 keep	 the	 Irish	
community	up	to	date	with	relevant	information	was	stellar.	
Anne,	who	literally	pushed	each	and	every	contributor	for	
their	best	articles,	will	be	sadly	missed.

All	who	attended	Gus’s	funeral	were	amazed	and	commented	
on	a	packed	church	as	the	Irish	community	came	together	to	
celebrate	his	life.	To	both	families,	my	sincere	condolences,	
both	Gus	and	Anne	will	be	truly	missed.

The	Christmas	Season	 is	upon	us	 and	 that	means	 come	
January,	 the	 Irish	 season	will	once	again	be	 in	 full	 swing.	
Next	year	will	prove	 to	be	one	of	exciting	change	 for	 the	
Society.	Marking	the	375th	Anniversary	of	Montreal	and	the	
150th	Anniversary	of	Canada,	the	St.	Patrick’s	Ball	will	take	on	
a	new	look	and	location.	In	this	issue,	Scott	Phelan	outlines	
the	change	in	venue	that	will	create	a	very	festive	ball	on	
top	of	the	mountain.	This	will	launch	the	Irish	Festival	for	the	

month	of	March.	Our	sister	Societies,	the	Erin	Sports	Association,	
the	United	Irish	Societies	and	Cine	Gael	are	working	together	
under	the	Irish	Festival	Banner	to	create	awareness	within	the	
community	of	the	strong	Irish	roots	that	Montreal	possesses.	
Stay	tuned	for	more	information	as	we	move	into	the	month	
of	January.

I	wish	to	congratulate	the	new	executive	and	board	on	their	
election.	 Keep	up	 the	hard	work	 to	 enable	 the	 Society	 to	
continue	to	support	community	endeavours	and	Irish	goals.

Merry	Christmas	and	here’s	to	a	great	2017.	

Jim	Killin,	
President	2014-16

We	would	 like	 to	 thank	 the	 following	who	contributed	
articles	and/or	photos	to	this	issue	of	NUACHT:

	 	 Jim	Killin	 Professor	Howard	Davies
	 	 Ken	Quinn		 Kevin	Wright	(Bloomsday)
	 	 Paul	Dunne		 Vivian	Doyle-Kelly
	 	 Fergus	Keyes			 Stephen	Fogarty
	 	 Scott	Phelan		 Carol	McCormick
	 	 Victor	Boyle			 Marion	Mulvenna
	 	 O’Gorman	Family

Proofreaders	wanted
If	 anyone	 is	 interested	 in	 volunteering	 for	 this	 task,	 the	
Production	Team	would	appreciate	your	help.	Please	contact	
the	Editor	at	nuacht@spsmtl.com.

Community Award
St.	Patrick’s	Society	is	calling	for	nominations	for	its	

annual	Community	Award	which	will	be	presented	

at	the	Annual	Luncheon	on	March	17,	2017.

See	https://goo.gl/sb1RLB	for	criteria,	

list	 of	 former	 recipients,	 and	 to	 submit	 your	

nomination	via	the	online	webform.

Application	deadline	is	January	13,	2017	at	11:59pm.
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The	Grey	Nuns	have	opened	their	building	(138	rue	Saint-Pierre	
in	Old	Montreal)	to	the	public	to	view	this	exhibition	daily,	10	
am	to	4	pm,	except	Monday.	

If	you	are	attending	with	a	small	group,	a	guide	can	be	arranged	
to	provide	a	tour	of	the	exhibition	and	the	building	museum	
by	calling	514-842-9411.

Photos:	Kevin	W
right

“Saving	the	Famine	Irish:	
The	Grey	Nuns	and	the	Great	Hunger”	

A	5	à	7	reception	was	held	October	12th	to	open	the	event	in	
Montreal.	In	attendance	were	members	of	the	Montreal	Irish	
Community,	a	number	of	Grey	Nuns,	and	special	guest,	Dr.	

Jason	King.	Dr.	King	was	one	of	the	
curators	of	 the	original	exhibition.	
A	Canadian,	Dr.	King	currently	 lives	
in	 Ireland,	 and	 is	one	of	 the	most	
knowledgeable	 academics	on	 the	
history	of	 the	Grey	Nuns	and	 their	
support	of	the	Irish	during	the	Great	
Hunger.	 Dr.	 King	 gave	 a	 stirring	
speech	 at	 the	 opening,	 outlining	
the	Grey	Nuns’	effort;	thanking	them	
on	behalf	 of	 all	 Irish	descendants	
and	 offering	 strong	 support	 for	
the	 efforts	 of	 the	Montreal	 Irish	

Monument	Park	Foundation	to	have	a	green	space	memorial	
park	built	around	the	area	of	the	Black	Rock.	

	By	Fergus	Keyes

Painting	by	artist	Karen	Birdgenaw

T	he	Montréal	Irish	Monument	Park	Foundation	is	pleased	
to	present	for	the	second	time	the	traveling	exhibition	

“Saving	 the	 Famine	 Irish:	 The	Grey	Nuns	 and	 the	Great	
Hunger”.	On	 this	 occasion	 it	 is	 housed	 at	 the	beautiful	
building	owned	by	 the	The	Sisters	of	Charity	of	Montreal,	
better	known	as	the	Grey	Nuns.	Dating	back	to	the	1600s,	
these	premises	are	currently	the	living	quarters	for	the	Grey	
Nuns	as	well	as	home	to	a	magnificent	permanent	museum.

The	exhibition,	previously	on	view	at	the	Centaur	Theatre,	
i n c l u d e s	 n u m e r o u s	
p l a c a r d s ,	 m ap s , 	 a n d	
do cumen t s	 that	 outline	
the 	 h i s to r y	 of 	 the	 Grey	
N u n s , 	 a n d	 their	 efforts	
t o 	 p rov i d e	 h e l p 	 a n d	
comfo r t 	 to	 the	poor	 Irish	
e m i g r a n t s	 who	 arrived	
in 	 the 	 Por t	 of	 Montreal,	
mainly	in	1847.	More	than	6,000	of	these	emigrants	died	and	
were	buried	around	the	area	of	the	Black	Rock	situated	on	
the	Montreal	side	of	the	Victoria	Bridge.

This	exhibit	is	on	display	to	coincide	with	a	mirror	exhibition	
being	presented	at	Glasnevin	Museum	 in	Dublin,	 Ireland.	
The	display	in	Ireland	was	opened	recently	by	Irish	President	
Michael	D.	Higgins	 and	Minister	 for	Arts,	Heritage,	 and	
Regional,	Rural	and	Gaeltacht	Affairs,	Heather	Humphreys.	
Key	differences	between	the	exhibition	in	Montreal	and	the	
one	in	Dublin	are	the	English/French	bilingual	format	and	the	
three	very	haunting	and	powerful	paintings	by	local	Montreal	
artist,	Karen	Birdgenaw.	She	took	stories	from	the	events	of	
Black	‘47	in	Montreal	and	translated	them	into	paintings:	A	
Grey	Nun	and	Irish	Child;	a	priest	performing	the	last	rites;	
and	one	indicating	that	there	are	indeed	bodies	buried	under	
the	Black	Rock.
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	By	Fergus	Keyes

The	Montreal	Irish	Monument	Park	Foundation	continues	its	
effort	to	have	all	levels	of	government	commit	to	building	a	

beautiful	green	space	around	the	area	of	the	Black	Rock.

Proposals	for	the	space	would	include	both	an	official	GAA	field	
as	well	as	a	building	that	could	serve	as	a	museum	/	a	Montreal	
Irish	Community	meeting	place	and	/	or	even	a	small	Theatre.

In	 recent	months,	we	were	 contacted	by	Professor	Howard	
Davies	 from	 the	McGill	 University	 School	 of	 Architecture	
with	an	offer	 to	have	his	students,	as	part	of	 their	education	
program,	design	ideas	for	this	type	of	structure	and	the	overall	
development	of	this	green	space.	Of	course,	we	were	thrilled	
with	this	proposal!

Photos:	Professor	H
ow

ard	D
avies

McGill	Architect	Students	are	up	to	the	task!

On	Thursday,	November	3rd	2016,	Professor	Davies	invited	
Victor	Boyle	and	myself	to	view	some	of	the	idea	plans	that	
are	still	“works	in	progress”.

We	were	amazed	at	the	level	of	commitment	we	witnessed	
in	 these	efforts.	The	students	 researched	 the	history	and	
area.	They	all	presented	projects	with	a	great	level	of	respect	
for	this	historical,	cultural,	and	indeed	sacred	space.	Their	
enthusiasm	 for	and	explanation	of	 their	various	projects,	
about	20	different	ideas	in	total,	were	absolutely	infectious.	

It	is	difficult	to	know	at	this	time	whether	a	development	of	
this	kind	will	become	a	reality	in	the	future,	but	if	this	space	
should	ever	house	such	a	structure,	we	are	certainly	not	at	a	
loss	for	ideas	thanks	to	Professor	Davies	and	these	students.

Professor	Davies	with	his	students

Victor	Boyle,	AOH,	enthralled	with	the	
“works	in	progress”

Lots	of	great	ideas	to	choose	from	to	make	the	Cultural	-	Interpretive	Centre	a	reality
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Míle	buíochas	leat!
	 I	treasure	the	tête-à-têtes	we	had	–	we	could	talk	
about	anything	and	everything.	I	know	it	was	very	hard	for	
you,	Gus	over	the	last	while	as	the	mechanics	of	the	vessel	
were	not	keeping	pace	with	your	agile,	enquiring	mind	and	
strong	will,	forcing	you	to	adjust	your	bike	for	instance.	In	
hindsight,	your	whispered	ironic	comment	to	me	at	the	last	
party	 I	 attended	 in	your	home	before	you	went	on	your	
barge-cycling	tour	with	Karin	should	have	forewarned	me.	
I	heard	you	but	I	fobbed	it	off	with	a	loud	laugh,	chalking	it	
up	to	the	Irish	sense	of	humour	again.	Is	dócha	go	bhfuil	tú	
fós	ag	gáire	ar	do	bhealach	féin,	a	chara!

	 Chaill	mé	m’athair	 altrama	agus	 chaill	 na	páistí	
seanathair	altrama	nuair	a	 thit	 tú	 i	do	chodladh	buan	Dé	
Céadaoin	seo	caite	an	27ú	Deireadh	Fomhair	2016.	Ní	bheidh	
do	leithéid	arís	ann!	Beidh	cumha	orm	i	do	dhiaidh.	Tá	súil	
agam	go	mbeidh	tu	suan,	suaimhneach	go	deo.	Go	ndéana	
Dia	trócaire	ar	d’anam!	Slán	tamall!

5	 November	2016

	(cont.)

many	hours	there	seemed	to	be	in	Gus’s	day!	Even	when	he	
had	retired,	he	worked	part-time	at	the	Shriners	Hospital,	
Westmount	Square	Medical	Imaging,	and	in	research	at	The	
Children’s,	making	time	for	cycling,	golf,	cross-country	skiing,	
Irish	sports’	competitions,	fund-raising,	theatre,	travel	and	
reading.	A	 lover	of	poetry,	he	could	recite	pages	of	Yeats	
from	memory!	For	such	a	gifted	man,	he	was	never	boastful.	
I	discovered	all	this	at	parties,	from	guests,	at	the	Laurentian	
Lodge,	at	Irish	events	or	just	watching	the	thespian	on	stage.

I	loved	talking	to	Gus	as	Gaeilge	or	in	English;	he	was	great	
company,	 very	 open,	 positive,	witty	 and	 encouraging.	
Patient	too	–	I	know,	we	got	lost,	late	one	evening	returning	
from	the	Irish	Embassy	in	Ottawa	and	although	I	was	driving,	
he	blamed	himself.	It	was	his	ironic	sense	of	humour	that	
made	me	feel	so	“at	home”.	

When	we	became	parents,	he	with	his	wife,	Karin,	welcomed	
each	child	into	their	extended	family,	assisted	us	with	finding	
a	paediatrician	 for	 them,	 calmed	me	down	when	 I	was	
scared	for	their	welfare	and	through	sharing	his	experiences	
of	being	a	 father,	he	 imparted	valuable	 lifelong	 lessons.	
Whenever	 I	sought	help	or	counsel,	he	was	always	there.	

Gus	with	Lynn	Doyle

Gus	with	Prof.	Michael	Kenneally

Photo:	St.	Patrick’s	Society

Photo:	St.	Patrick’s	Society

 

Mediation:  Justice of the Future 
Seminar & Lunch 

 
Friday, January 20, 2017 

12:00 – 2:00 
$10.00  

 
Richard McConomy - BCL (McGill) 

Pierrette Sevigny – Q.C, Judge & Retired Attorney 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION CENTER 

 
St. Patrick Square 

6767 Cote St. Luc Road 
(Entrance via King Edward) 

Please phone to register your participation. 
514-481-9609 

 

Photo:	Ken	Q
uinn

Photo:	Ken	Q
uinn
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On	a	beautiful	 spring	evening	 in	2014,	members	of	 the	St.	
Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal	assembled	at	L’Espace	Canal	in	

Saint-Henri	to	welcome	Jim	Killin	as	its	president.	One	of	the	signs	
of	a	successful	presidency,	in	my	estimation,	is	the	stability	of	the	
composition	of	the	Board.	During	Jim’s	time	at	the	helm	there	
have	been	few	departures.	However,	when	they	occurred,	 the	
vacancies	were	quickly	filled	with	members	eager	to	contribute	
to	the	Society’s	success.

I	got	to	know	Jim	about	eight	years	ago,	when	he	was	employed	
by	L’Equipeur	and	he	and	the	company	became	a	St.	Patrick’s	
Parade	sponsor.	As	the	years	progressed,	I	learned	a	few	things	
about	him.	He	 is	a	quiet	diplomat	who	would	 rather	 reach	a	
decision	by	consensus	than	through	the	formalities	of	a	meeting.	
When	something	needs	to	get	done,	Jim	is	willing	and	able	to	roll	
up	his	sleeves	to	make	sure	the	job	is	done.		

In	addition	to	Jim’s	association	with	the	Irish	community,	he	is	
passionate	about	our	Canadian	military.	In	January	2016,	Jim	was	
appointed	the	Honorary	Colonel	of	3	Wing	Bagotville.	He	served	
as	Honorary	Colonel	of	425	Tactical	Fighter	Squadron	from	2011-
2015	and	was	honoured	by	the	431	Demonstration	Team	in	2011	
by	being	named	an	Honorary	Snowbird.

Driven	by	his	commitment	to	give	back	to	the	community,	Jim	
is	actively	involved	with	the	Canadian	Aviation	Heritage	Centre.	
The	centre	is	the	only	one	of	its	kind	in	Quebec	combining	civil	

Thank	you,	Mr.	President
	By	Ken	Quinn

and	military	aircraft,	artifacts	and	memorabilia.	Located	 in	
the	historical	“Old	Stone	Barn”	on	the	Macdonald	Campus	of	
McGill	University	 in	Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue,	 this	 fascinating	
facility	has	the	full	support	of	many	established	cultural	and	
educational	organizations,	including	the	Canada	Aviation	and	
Space	Museum	and	McGill	University.

I	believe	the	most	rewarding	project	Jim	has	worked	on	is	Air	
Canada’s	“Dreams	Take	Flight	program”.	He	has	happily	been	
associated	with	this	program	for	more	than	20	years,	taking	
170	physically,	socially	and	handicapped	children	annually	
from	the	Quebec	region	to	Disney	World	for	a	day	-	a	truly	
life-changing	experience	for	many	children.

On	 top	of	his	other	commitments,	 Jim	has	 led	 this	great	
organization	 for	 slightly	more	 than	 two	years.	One	of	his	
focuses	was	 to	 increase	 the	Society’s	visibility	within	and	
outside	the	community.	In	my	estimation,	due	in	large	part	
to	his	 stewardship,	 the	Society	 is	more	visible	and	active	
in	endeavours	within	the	community	and	 is	better	known	
outside.	

On	behalf	of	all	Officers	and	Directors	who	have	served	under	
Jim’s	leadership,	and	on	behalf	of	all	members,	we	thank	Jim	
for	his	commitment	to	the	organization	and	for	his	loyal	and	
dedicated	service.	

Photo:	Ken	Q
uinn

Photo:	Ken	Q
uinn

Ray	Bassett,	Jim	Killin	and	the	ambassador’s	wife	Patricia

Christie	Brown,	Fergus	Keyes,	Patricia	Bassett,	former	
Ambassador	Ray	Bassett	and	Jim	Killin

Jim	Killin	with	Mayor	Denis	Coderre,	The	Luncheon	‘16

Photo:	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force,	Canada

Photo:	Ken	Q
uinn
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Founded	in	1642,	Montreal	is	known	around	the	world	for	
the	mountain	in	the	very	heart	of	the	city:	Mount	Royal.	In	

2017,	we	celebrate	the	history	and	the	future	of	the	city	that	
surrounds	that	landmark	heritage	site.	To	kick	off	Montreal’s	
375th	year-long	birthday	party	 in	appropriate	style,	the	St.	
Patrick’s	Society	is	preparing	to	host	the	party	of	the	year	on	
March	3rd	atop	Montreal’s	summit.

Honorary	Co-Chairs,	the	Honorable	Pierrette	Sévigny	and	Maître	
Richard	McConomy,	you	are	cordially	invited	to	join	us	on	Friday	
March	3rd	2017	at	the	summit	of	our	great	city.

Please	save	the	date!	Visit	our	website	at	www.spsmtl.com	for	
more	information	and	to	purchase	tickets,	or	contact	us	through	
our	office	at	514-481-1346.

In	honour	of	Montreal’s	375th	anniversary,	we	are	limiting	the	
number	of	tickets	to	375.	So	gather	your	friends	and	book	your	
tables	early	as	they	will	sell	out	quickly.

We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	for	an	outstanding	and	unique	
celebration	of	our	Society,	of	Montreal’s	Irish	heritage	and	truly	
the	heritage	of	all	Montrealers,	while	benefitting	many	worthy	
causes.

Come	party	with	us	at	the	top	of	the	City!
	By	Scott	Phelan

The	Annual	St.	Patrick’s	Society	Charity	Ball,	Canada’s	oldest	
event	of	its	kind,	will	be	held	this	coming	year	at	the	elegant	
and	beautifully	 redecorated	Chalet	at	 the	Lookout	of	our	
beloved	Mount	Royal.

Our	 special	 guests	 for	 this	 special	 edition	Ball	 include	
Ireland’s	newest	Ambassador	to	Canada,	His	Excellency	Jim	
Kelly,	who	will	be	accompanied	by	his	wife	Anne	Martin.	As	is	
fitting	for	such	a	historical	celebration,	Mayor	Denis	Coderre,	
who	remains	a	true	friend	of	Montreal’s	Irish	community	and	
whose	own	roots	extend	back	to	the	Emerald	Isle,	will	also	
be	in	attendance	with	his	wife	Chantale	Renaud.

This	year	we	will	be	raising	funds	for	not	only	the	St.	Patrick’s	
Society’s	own	charitable,	educational	and	cultural	endeavors	
but	also	for	one	of	Montreal’s	worthy	and	iconic	non-profit	
institutions,	 The	West	 Island	Palliative	Care	Residence.	
Fittingly,	our	Honorary	Co-Chair	for	this	year’s	Ball	will	be	
Teresa	Dellar,	its	founder	and	director.	Along	with	her	fellow	

The	spacious,	heated	Chalet	by	the	architect	
Aristide	Beaugrand-Champagne

Photos:	Les	Amis	de	la	Montagne
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By	Stephen	Fogarty,	immigration	attorney

Canadian	Immigration	News	–	December	2016

New	Canadian	passport	requirement	for	dual	Canadian	
citizens	

If	 you	are	planning	 to	 return	home	 to	 Ireland	or	 to	 the	UK	
over	the	Christmas	holidays,	take	note	that	if	you	are	a	dual	

Canadian	citizen	and	used	to	returning	to	Canada	by	air	with	a	
non-Canadian	passport,	as	of	November	10th	you	now	need	a	
valid	Canadian	passport	to	board	your	flight	back	to	Canada.	To	
avoid	problems,	bring	your	Canadian	passport	with	you	while	
travelling,	and	renew	it	immediately	if	it	has	expired.

Exception:	If	you	are	an	American-Canadian	dual	citizen	with	
a	 valid	U.S.	passport,	 you	don’t	need	a	Canadian	passport	
to	fly	to	Canada.	However,	you	will	still	need	to	carry	proper	
identification	and	meet	the	basic	requirements	to	enter	Canada.	

This	new	passport	 requirement	coincides	with	 the	new	eTA	
(electronic	travel	authorization)	rules,	which	finally	came	into	
force	in	November,	and	which	were	previewed	in	my	September	
Nuacht	article.	

Former	Ambassador	Bassett	praises	Canada

In	his	 letter	 to	 the	editor	of	 The	 Irish	 Times	published	on	
November	21st,	entitled	“Canada,	our	old	reliable	friend”,	Dr.	
Ray	Bassett	reminded	readers	of	the	important	role	Canada	has	
played	over	the	years	supporting	Ireland	and	welcoming	the	
Irish,	including	during	his	recent	term	as	Ambassador	of	Ireland	
in	Ottawa.	This	contrasts	with	the	historical	role	played	by	the	
USA,	which	Dr.	Bassett	described	as	“far	less	sympathetic.”	Dr.	

Bassett	continues:

“Yet	there	 is	very	 little	appreciation	 in	 Ireland	of	Canada’s	
long	record	of	helping	this	country.	So	let	us	stop	moaning	
and	being	in	despair	about	the	Trump	victory	and	look,	like	
many	 liberal	 Americans,	 to	 the	 north	 of	 the	American	
continent	and	 focus	a	 lot	more	of	our	efforts	on	our	old	
reliable	friend,	Canada.”

The	Trump	effect

Speaking	of	President-elect	Trump,	on	November	8th,	US	
election	night,	 the	Canadian	government’s	 immigration	
webpage	crashed	due	to	an	unprecedented	surge	of	Internet	
traffic.	Interest	in	Canada	as	a	possible	permanent	destination	
continues	at	a	high	level	from	many	Americans.	

What	does	this	mean?	If	you	are	planning	to	apply	to	renew	
your	work	or	 student	 status,	or	 to	become	a	permanent	
resident,	consider	that	there	are	likely	to	be	a	higher	number	
of	candidates	than	ever	in	the	pool	of	applications.	Quotas	
are	thus	 likely	to	fill	more	quickly,	and	a	possible	 increase	
in	the	overall	quality	of	candidates	may	make	 it	harder	to	
qualify	for	some	types	of	applications.	Hence	the	reason	to	
ensure	that	any	applications	are	prepared	correctly	to	avoid	
disappointment.	It	is	always	prudent	to	have	an	important	
application	regarding	one’s	status	in	Canada	reviewed	by	a	
licensed	professional	who	routinely	handles	such	matters,	
before	submitting	it	to	the	authorities.
	

Thanks	Anne!

This	 article	 is	dedicated	 to	 the	memory	of	Anne	Gaynor	
Forrest,	who	acted	 as	 eagle-eyed	editor	 for	my	Nuacht	
articles	over	the	past	several	years.	She	last	emailed	me	about	
Nuacht	matters	on	the	evening	of	November	16th,	just	a	few	
days	before	her	death.	Anne	was	also	a	great	help	in	several	
projects	while	I	served	as	vice-president	and	a	board	member	
of	the	ICCC.	Thanks,	Anne.

Stephen	Fogarty	is	an	attorney	assisting	clients	to	secure	their	
futures	in	Canada,	in	Canadian	citizenship	and	immigration	
law	applications,	as	well	as	providing	special	legal	services	
for	musicians,	at	Fogarty	Law	Firm	in	Montréal.	He	may	be	
contacted	through	his	firm’s	website	www.fogartylaw.ca.	The	
views	in	this	article	are	Stephen’s	alone	and	not	those	of	any	
other	person	or	organization.	This	article	is	for	information	
purposes	only	and	is	not	intended	to	give	or	to	replace	legal	
advice.

Photo:	http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/passport/

Dr.	 Ray	 Bassett	 receiving	 an	 Honorary	 Lifetime	
Membership	 Award	 to	 The	 Irish	 Canada	 Business	
Association	 in	May	2016	with	 fellow	recipients,	Mr	Bill	
Kyle,	CEO,	Irish	Life	Group	and	Mr	Robert	Atkinson,	former	

Air	Canada	General	Manager,	Ireland	&	UK.

Photo:	http://w
w
w
.geoscience.ie

... focus a lot more of our efforts on 
our old reliable friend, Canada.”
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UIS	Dignitaries	and	Award	Recipients

On	November	16,	2016,	the	United	Irish	Societies	announced	the	dignitaries	and	award	recipients	for	the	194th	St.	Patrick’s	
parade	which	will	take	place	on	March	19,	2017.

Photo:	U
nited	Irish	Societies

Photo:	Ville	de	M
ontreal

Hon.	Denis	Coderre	PC,	Mayor	of	Montreal

Sister	Dianna	Lieffers	nds

Grand	Marshal

Chief	Reviewing	Officer

Simon	McDonaugh	Humanitarian	Award

Liam	Daly	Heritage	Award

Irishman	of	the	Year	2017

The	Irishman	of	the	Year	as	selected	by	the	members	of	
the	Erin	Sports	Association,	 is	Andrew	Fogarty,	 a	past	
president	of	 the	St.	Patrick’s	Society.	Find	out	more	at	
The	Breakfast.

Photo:	St.	Patrick’s	Society

Andrew	Fogarty	with	Jim	Killin

Richard	“Ricky”	Clahane

This	“Angel	of	Love”	is	revered	for	her	forty-one	years	
of	dedicated	and	loving	service	to	St.	Gabriel’s	Parish	
community.	 	 Time	knows	no	bounds	as	 she	cares	
“hands-on”	at	the	food	bank,	furniture	and	clothing	
provision	program,	preparing	Christmas	baskets	and	
more	recently,	fund-raising	for	the	repairs	needed	for	
St.	Gabriel’s	Church	and	rectory.

Tracing	his	roots	back	to	Co.	Cavan,	Mr.	Coderre	 led	an	
Ireland	Canada	Chamber	of	 Commerce	 initiated	 trip	
to	 Ireland	 in	2015,	 returning	 to	Canada	with	a	historic	
Friendship	&	Cooperation	Agreement,	making	Montreal	
and	Dublin	sister	cities.		“Deeply	honoured”	to	have	been	
chosen,	Mr.	Coderre	said	“As	Mayor	of	Montreal	and	now	
2017	Grand	Marshal,	 it	 is	with	great	pride	 I	 share	my	
deepest	love	of	my	Irish	heritage	as	I	take	part	in	one	of	
Montreal’s	oldest	traditions	and	the	longest	running	St.	
Patrick’s	Parade	in	Canada.	Irish	heritage	is	an	undeniable	
part	of	Montreal’s	history,	as	reflected	on	our	City’s	flag,	
and	I	am	convinced	that	the	2017	Parade	will	be	one	of	the	
highlights	of	the	375th	anniversary	celebrations.”

By	Martina	Branagan

A	native	of	Point	St.	Charles,	the	entertainer,	Mr.	Clahane	
has	performed	at	various	parish	concerts	and	cabarets	in	
support	of	many	fundraisers.	Consistently	accommodating	
requests,	 he	 has	 supported,	 among	others,	 his	 sister	
Geraldine	in	performing	for	the	Victoria	Park	School,	now	
REACH	School;	 seniors	 residences	 in	our	 communities;	
played	the	role	of	Santa	for	many	a	child	in	need	and	at	Liam	
Daly’s	behest,	performed	regularly	on	the	Irish	Show	during	
the	St.	Patrick’s	Day	and	Christmas	seasons.	

Erin	 sports	 provides	 charitable	 assistance,	 in	most	
cases	 anonymously.	 They	hold	 annual	 events	 such	 as	
a	Children’s	Christmas	party,	a	summer	Santa	party	at	

the	Montreal	 Children’s	Hospital	
and	 an	 annual	 BBQ	 in	 benefit	 of	
St	 Gabriel’s	 Parish.	 For	 over	 30	
years,	 their	 responsibility	 for	 the	
Irishman	of	the	Year	Breakfast	has	
allowed	 them	 to	 give	 back	 over	
$500,000	to	different	organizations	
in	the	Verdun,	Lasalle	&	Southwest	
boroughs	of	Montreal.

Photo:	U
nited	Irish	Societies
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On	Tuesday	November	 8	 2016	 at	 8pm,	 Pádraig	 Pearse	
was	put	on	 trial	at	St.	Gabriel’s	Parish	Hall,	Montreal.	 	 In	

association	with	Newpoint	Players,	 Ireland,	Anthony	Russell’s	
new	play	“The	Trial	of	Pádraig	Pearse”	examined	the	case	for	and	
against	Pearse	and	his	role	in	the	Easter	Rising.		In	this	“Court	
Of	History”,	Pearse	is	defended	by	John	Mitchell	(1815	–	1875),	a	
physical	force	republican	and	former	Young	Ireland	comrade	of	
Thomas	D’Arcy	McGee.	The	prosecution	is	presented	by	D’Arcy	
McGee,	the	Irish	rebel,	Canadian	patriot	and	Founding	Father	
of	Canadian	Confederation,	who	suggested	that	the	1916	Rising	
was	undemocratic	and	unnecessary.

Why	Montreal?
In	April	2016,	Thomas	D’Arcy	McGee	Summer	School	Director	
Tommy	Fegan,	while	visiting	the	Grey	Nuns	Exhibit	in	Dublin,	
described	 to	curator	Dr.	 Jason	King	his	plans	 to	bring	a	play	
called	 “The	Trial	of	Pádraig	Pearse”	 to	Winnipeg	 for	a	week	
in	November.	 King,	 impressed	by	 the	 support	 of	 the	 Irish	
community	in	Montreal	for	all	things	Irish	including	the	“SAVING	
THE	FAMINE	IRISH:	THE	GREY	NUNS	AND	THE	GREAT	HUNGER”	
exhibition,	 insisted	 that	 Tommy	 contact	Montreal.	 As	 the	
funding	application	to	the	Irish	government	required	a	“Letter	
of	 Invitation”	 from	a	 recognized	 Irish	Organization.	National	
President	Victor	Boyle	provided	 the	 letter	on	behalf	of	 the	
Ancient	Order	of	Hibernians	Canada.

With	the	Trial	 requiring	 local	actors	Fergus	Keyes,	Director	of	
the	Montreal	 Irish	Monument	Park	Foundation	and	 longtime	
organizer	at	Point	St.	Charles,	 together	with	Peggy	Hopkins,	
stepped	 in	 to	 provide	 the	 actors	 and	help	 in	 every	 other	
detail,	from	the	publicity	to	the	venue	selection.		The	intimate	
atmosphere	of	the	Parish	Hall	of	St.	Gabriel’s	Church	was	selected	
as	the	courthouse.

The	Trial
The	play	opened	with	music	by	Gerry	O’Connor,	fiddle	player	
with	 the	 Irish	Rovers,	before	 the	 jury	was	 regaled	with	 the	
incredible	 and	historically	 correct	 evidence	as	provided	by	
D’Arcy	McGee	(played	by	Patrick	McGennity,	Ireland)	and	John	
Mitchell	 (played	by	Donal	O’Hanlon,	 Ireland)	with	 testimony	
by	Pádraig	Pearse	(played	by	Joseph	Begley,	 Ireland),	and	his	

Pádraig	Pearse	on	trial	-	the	narrowest	margin	so	far
	By	Fergus	Keyes

Includes	excerpts	from	the	official	press	release

mother	Mrs.	Pearse	(played	by	Diane	Russell,	Ireland).
Brent	Tyler,	well	known	Montreal	human	rights	lawyer,	was	
typecast	 in	 the	role	of	 judge;	Dr.	 John	Lawson,	executive	
director	of	the	BQBC,	embodied	the	court	clerk;	and	Past	
President	of	the	St.	Patrick	Society	and	well	known	member	
of	 the	 Irish	community,	Peter	Shea	was	 the	perfect	 jury	
foreman,	keeping	control	over	the	rowdy	Jury.

The	arriving	audience	(jury)	was	greeted	by	both	McGee	and	
Mitchell,	formally	and	in	character,	providing	advice	as	to	
their	conduct	and	the	facts	to	be	presented	–	putting	them	
in	character	as	well	and	reinforcing	the	court	atmosphere.

With	one	contentious	argument	after	another	presented	by	
each	side	of	the	court,	a	brief	recess	was	called.	When	one	
of	the	jurors	interrupted	the	proceedings	by	rushing	to	the	
floor	shouting	accusations	of	an	unfair	trial,	he	was	ejected.	
Soon	after	reconvening,	the	Judge,	after	a	summation	of	the	
facts	and	providing	the	jury	with	appropriate	instructions,	
handed	over	to	foreman	Shea	for	deliberations.	As	foreman	
Shea	provided	opening	 remarks	he	was	 interrupted	by	a	
juror	shouting,	“We	don’t	need	deliberations,	we	need	a	rope	
to	hang	that	traitor!”	Then	countered	another	retort	“Only	a	
blind	man	would	not	see	that	he	is	innocent!”	as	arguments	
broke	out	between	members	of	the	jury.	In	the	end,	Pearse	
was	found	“Not	Guilty”	but	by	the	narrowest	margin	so	far.

What’s	next?
Russell	is	developing	a	new	-	and	perhaps	more	contentious	
-	play	for	next	year.		Montreal	will	surely	be	a	stop	on	the	
Court	of	History.	Looking	forward	to	seeing	you	there.

Photos:	Victor	Boyle
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The	St.	Patrick’s	Society’s	Annual	General	Meeting	 took	
place,	Tuesday	November	29th.	starting	at	6:30	followed	

by	the	Christmas	Reception	at	the	St.	James	Club	on	the	corner	
of	René	Lévesque	and	Union	St	in	Montreal.

The	outgoing	President,	Jim	Killin	and	two	other	Directors,	
Lynda	McAssey-Premerl	and	Karen	Bright,	were	thanked	for	
their	 service	 to	 the	Society.	 Jim	remains	on	the	Executive	
Committee	as	Immediate	Past-President.

Scott	Phelan	and	Patrick	Short	were	welcomed	onto	 the	
Executive	 Committee	 as	 President	 and	Vice	 President	
respectively	with	Victor	Boyle,	David	Dubeau,	and	Conor	
O’Hara	as	new	Directors.

Katie	Irving	was	introduced	as	the	Society’s	new	Administrative	
Assistant.	She	is	someone	many	in	the	Society	already	know.	
The	Executive	Committee	looks	forward	to	working	with	Katie	
Irving	as	she	assumes	the	role.	

	By	Martina	Branagan

Jim	Killin	and	Scott	Phelan	thanked	Erin	Matheson	for	all	
she	has	done	for	the	society	over	the	years	and	wished	her	

well	in	her	new	career.

Annual	General	Meeting	and	Christmas	Reception

Scott	Phelan,	President Pat	Short,	Vice-President

Cindy	Moynan,	Carol	McCormick,	Paul	Dunne,	Erin	Matheson,	
Christie	Brown,	Kevin	Murphy,	Jim	Killin,	Laurie	Bennett,	Paula	

Kelly-Phelan,	Scott	Phelan	and	Roberta	Bennett

President	Scott	Phelan	presents	Jim	Killin	with	a	gift	
on	behalf	of	all	the	members

Departing	Director	Lynda	McAssey-Premerl	is	thanked	for	
her	service	to	the	Society.

New	members	were	introduced	and	are	pictured	below	
with	the	executives.

Siamsa	provided	 foot-tapping	entertainment	after	 the	
AGM	to	a	very	appreciative	audience	of	current	and	new	
members.

Siamsa	-	Merci	/	Go	raibh	maith	agaibh!

Photos:	Ken	Q
uinn
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Dear	readers,

You	might	think	it	is	a	little	early	to	start	promoting	the	Saint	
Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal	2017	Luncheon,	which	takes	place	
on	Saint	Patrick’s	Day	 itself.	The	 reality	 is	 that	 it	 is	never	 too	
early.	 Last	 year’s	 successful	 luncheon	was	achieved	 for	 two	
main	reasons:	

	 1.	The	hard	work	and	the	time	the	committee		 	
	 invested	to	make	the	Luncheon	a	wonderful		 	
	 event	for	all	those	in	attendance,	
	 2.	Equally	important,	if	not	more,	is	YOU!	Your		 	
	 attendance,	your	support	at	the	Luncheon	is		 	
	 what	makes	the	luncheon	a	success	year	after	year.

Last	 year,	many	 favorable	 comments	were	made	about	 the	
venue,	the	meal,	the	entertainment,	the	Guest	Speaker,	Mayor	
O’Coderre	and	the	great	introduction	by	John	Rae,	Senior	Vice	
President,	Power	Corporation	of	Canada.	More	than	500	people	
attended	that	day!

Though	people	came	away	from	the	lunch	with	smiles	on	their	
faces	and	good	memories	of	the	day,	we	came	away	with	a	poor	
financial	result	after	the	day’s	event.

Every	year	we	strive	to	make	it	better	than	the	last,	and	2017	
will	be	no	different.	We	are	in	the	final	stages	of	confirming	our	
venue,	the	menu	and	our	guest	speaker.		We	are	also	looking	
at	possible	new	additions	to	the	program	to	make	it	even	more	
exciting.		

But	we	need	your	help.		First,	circle	the	date	on	your	calendar	
and	make	sure	to	attend.	Second,	invite	family	and	friends	and	
strive	to	form	a	table	of	10.	Corporate	tables	are	also	extremely	
important.	Sponsorship	this	year	is	a	must	to	defray	the	costs.		
We	will	have	a	program	and	invite	companies,	associations	and	
others	to	advertise	with	us.	

The	Saint	Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal	Luncheon	is	one	of	three	
major	events	in	the	society’s	year,	aimed	at	raising	funds	to	help	
the	community.	 	Please	assist	us	achieve	that	goal	 in	2017	by	
attending	the	luncheon	and	supporting	it	in	any	way	you	can.

Looking	forward	to	seeing	you	there.

Luncheon	time	-	who’s	ready?

The	Montreal	 Irish	Monument	 Park	 Foundation	 has	
designed	and	produced	a	small	number	of	project	support	

lapel	pins.	The	main	image	is	the	rusted	shamrock	from	the	
fence	around	the	Black	Rock	with	the	number	1847	at	the	
top,	the	year	that	marks	the	greatest	tragedy,	and	6000+	at	
the	bottom	remembering	the	number	of	victims	that	died	
and	were	buried	in	the	area.

The	foundation	 is	now	offering	to	send	you	one	of	 these	
pins	with	every	donation	of	$	10.00	or	more.

The	aim	is	that	these	pins	become	a	“conversation	starter”.	
“Our	hope	is	that	if	you	are	wearing	one	of	these	pins,	other	
people,	 (friends	and	 families	etc.)	might	ask	you	what	 it	
means.	This	would	give	you	the	opportunity	to	talk	about	
our	efforts	to	build	a	green	space	around	the	Black	Rock	to	
honour	the	victims;	the	Montrealers	that	went	to	help	them;	
and	the	many	citizens	that	adopted	the	orphans.	The	more	
people	that	are	aware	and	support	the	project	the	better	
chance	it	has	of	becoming	a	reality!”

So,	if	you	would	like	to	donate	$	10.00	or	more	to	the	project,	
and	receive	one	of	these	pins	as	a	“Thank	You”,	please	visit	
the	Monument	Park	Foundation	web	site	at:	
	 http://www.montrealirishmonument.com/	
or	go	directly	to	the	Lapel	Pin	page:	
	 http://www.montrealirishmonument.com/lapelpin

	By	Carol	McCormick

Little	Lapel	Pin	-	BIG	VISION
http://w

w
w
.m

ontrealirishm
onum

ent.com
/lapelpin

	By	Fergus	Keyes

Lapel	pin	“conversation	starter”

Carol	McCormick
Chairperson,	Saint	Patrick’s	Society	Luncheon
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Anne	Gaynor-Forrest	died	on	Sunday	November	20,	2016	
after	a	 long,	hard	battle	with	cancer.	The	St.	Patrick’s	

Society	wishes	to	offer	its	deepest	condolences	to	Ian,	her	
family,	many	friends	and	colleagues.

She	will	be	fondly	remembered	by	the	great	many	people	
whose	lives	she	touched	in	so	many	different	ways.	I	had	the	
privilege	of	meeting	a	loving	group	of	them	in	the	lobby	of	
the	palliative	care	centre	where	there	was	a	constant	stream	
of	visitors	who	felt	very	close	to	her.	

A	genteel	English	woman	with	a	keen	eye	for	detail	and	
a	camera	at	the	ready,	she	

will	be	sorely	missed	by	
the	Irish	community	most	
especially		the		St.	Patrick’s	

Society	where	she	was	
editor	for	“Nuacht”	and	the	

ICCC	for	her	assistance	in	
communications.	In	all	our	

collaborations,	she	was	a	lady,	
kind,	sensitive,	

encouraging,	strong	and	
determined.

Rest	in	Peace	Anne...
	By	Martina	Branagan

Photos:	Ken	Q
uinn

Former	Ambassador,	Declan	Kelly	with	Anne

Ever	ready	camera...

Mayor	Coderre	and	Anne

Sir	William	Trevor,	novelist	and	short	story	writer		died	
on	20	November	2016	at	the	age	of	88.	He	is	survived	
by	his	wife,	Jane	Ryan	whom	he	meet	while	studying	
at	Trinity	College,	Dublin	and	to	whom	he	dedicated	
many	of	his	books.

Sir	Trevor	started	out	as	a	sculptor	and	history	teacher	
but	got	the	writing	bug	when	he	was	employed	full-
time	as	a	copy	editor	at	a	London	advertising	agency.		
He	penned	 some	 fifteen	novels	which	won	many	
awards	and	accolades	 such	as	 the	Whitbread	Prize	
(three	times)	and	the	Booker	Prize	shortlist	(four	times)	
including	2012	 for	 “The	Story	of	Lucy	Gault”	which	
lost	to	“The	Life	of	Pi”	and	earned	the	title	of	“Saoi”	of	
Aosdána	which	was	bestowed	on	him	in	the	presence	
of	President	Michael	D.	Higgins	in	2015.

Sir	 Trevor	 is	widely	acclaimed	 for	his	 short	 stories,	
an	art	form	he	admired	and	excelled	at.	Many	of	his	
stories	have	made	it	to	the	big	screen	such	as		“The	
Ballroom	of	Romance”.	In	an	interview	with	the	Paris	
Review	he	said:	
“If	the	novel	is	like	an	intricate	Renaissance	painting,	
the	 short	 story	 is	 an	 impressionist	 painting.	 It	
should	be	an	explosion	of	 truth.	 Its	 strength	 lies	 in	
what	it	 leaves	out	just	as	much	as	what	it	puts	in,	 if	
not	more.	 It	 is	 concerned	with	 the	 total	 exclusion	
of	meaninglessness.	 Life,	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 is	
meaningless	most	of	the	time.	The	novel	imitates	life,	
where	the	short	story	is	bony,	and	cannot	wander.	It	is	
essential	art.”	For	the	rest	of	the	interview,	see:	http://
www.theparisreview.org/interviews/2442/william-
trevor-the-art-of-fiction-no-108-william-trevor

http://audiodrama.wikia.com/wiki/William_Trevor

Although	living	in	England	when	he	died,	Sir	William	
Trevor	 	was	an	economic	migrant	who	considered	
himself	to	be	“Irish	in	every	vein.”	An	Irish	citizen,	he	
earned	an	honorary	title	of	Commander	of	the	Order	
of	the	British	Empire	in	1977	and	received	an	honorary	
knighthood	in	2002.

Irish	in	every	vein
	By	Martina	Branagan

The	memorial	service	for	Anne	
will	take	place	at		13:30

on	December	14th,	2016	in	the	
Mountainside	United	Church,	
4 0 0 0 	 T h e 	 B o u l e v a r d ,	

Westmount,	QC	H3Y	2V1.		
For	 further	 information,	 see		
the	obituary	for	Anne:	http://
www.vo luntas .ca /anne -
gaynor-forrest-nee-smith/

Watch	this	space!
Our	next	edition	of	Nuacht	will	run	a	feature	on	this	very	

talented	lady	who	has	left	a	marvellous	legacy.
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Dubbed	as	 the	hottest	 Irish	acoustic	group	on	 the	planet,	
Lúnasa	will	be	in	town	to	delight	our	ears	as	part	of	a	concert	

fundraiser	package	for	the	Canadian	Irish	Studies	Foundation.		
Raising	funds	for	Irish	Studies	at	Concordia	University	is	crucial	
to	support	students	in	the	program	through	tuition	remission	
and	scholarships.

Enjoy	a	cocktail	reception	at	the	Montreal	Museum	of	Fine	Arts	
prior	to	the	7:30	p.m.	Lúnasa	concert	on	March	30	in	the	adjacent	
Bourgie	Hall.

Contact	the	School	to	purchase	your	concert	package	tickets,	
which	would	make	great	Christmas	gifts	and	by	acting	early	you	
could	get	a	2016	income	tax	receipt	for	part	of	the	cost.	

Call	514-848-2424	Ext.	8711		
cdnirish.fas@concordia.ca	

Lúnasa	Fundraiser	for	Irish	Studies
	By	Marion	Mulvenna,	Irish	Studies

Lúnasa	Tourdates:	http://www.lunasa.ie/lunasa-tourdates/
Music	Taster:	http://www.lunasa.ie/lunasa-live-footage/

Dylan	Deserves	the	Nobel	Prize

Jim McDermott weighed in with his opinion 

“The	Nobel	works	of	Dylan”	(NP	Montreal,	Oct.	14)

The	startling	announcement	out	of	Stockholm	was	met	
with	both	euphoria	and	dismay.	As	a	lifelong	admirer	

of	Bob	Dylan,	I	was	delighted	with	this	choice	and	I	accept	
that	people	who	may	experience	poetry	only	in	books	
might	dissent.

I	 remember	my	school	days	 in	Belfast	and	 those	 long	
lessons	in	poetry	that	seemed	so	tedious.	However,	when	
I	was	introduced	to	Mr.	Tambourine	Man,	I	was	hooked	
forever.	Dylan’s	poetic	 lyrics	 inspired	me	as	much	as	
Yeats,	Plath	and	Dickinson.	I	believe	he	is	our	modern-day	
Shakespeare;	no	other	artist	comes	close	 to	sustaining	
that	comparison.

Dylan,	without	a	doubt,	is	the	great	enigmatic	genius	of	
our	 time.	He	 is	beyond	pop,	beyond	 rock,	beyond	hip	
hop	and,	most	importantly,	he	is	beyond	any	label	you	
dare	pin	on	him.	

	By	Jim	McDermott

Bob Dylan was named the winner of the coveted 
Nobel Prize for Literature on Monday, April 7 2016. 

He made history as the first rock and roll artist 
to achieve this honour for his “profound impact 

on popular music and American culture, marked 
by lyrical compositions of extraordinary poetic 

power.” When it was reported that he did not travel 
to Stockholm to receive the award and appeared 

indifferent in his silence on the matter, cyberspace 
was all a twitter with musings and outright 

astonishment in equal measure. 

Photo:	N.	Elmehed.	©	Nobel	Media	2016
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Irish	Women’s	Network	-	Nollaig	na	mBan

Please	note:	we	welcome	your	opinions	and	
would	appreciate	feedback	on	the	contents	

of	NUACHT.	Send	your	comments	to	the	editor:	
nuacht@spsmtl.com

The	Irish	Women’s	Network	began	in	British	Columbia	
in	1998	to	provide	opportunities	for	Irish	women	and	

women	of	Irish	descent	to	meet	in	order	to	network	and	
mutually	support	one	another	by	coordinating	events	and	
activities,	encouraging	local	gatherings	based	on	similar	
interests	and	by	connecting	women	across	 the	Lower	
Mainland	through	email,	facebook	and	twitter.	Since	then,	
chapters	have	opened	in	other	cities	around	Canada.

The	Montreal	chapter	was	inaugurated	on	February	18,	
2016,	 the	brainchild	of	 Linda	 Fitzgibbon,	 a	 founding	
member	of	the	Ottawa	chapter,	who	is	currently	studying	
here	in	Montreal.

Hosted	by	the	School	of	Canadian	Irish	Studies,	the	Irish	
Women’s	Network	of	Quebec	(IWN-QC)	meets	every	two	
months	and	is	gradually	formulating	ideas	specific	to	the	
needs	and	interests	of	the	local	population	of	Montreal.

The	Irish	Women’s	Network	of	Quebec	will	hold	its	AGM	
on	January	6th	2017	when	they	will	vote	 for	President,	
Secretary	and	Treasurer.	That	same	evening,	women	will	
also	celebrate	“Nollaig	na	mBan”,	a	tradition	that	is	seeing	
a	resurgence	in	many	places	in	Ireland	and	abroad	with	
a	modern	twist.	

“Nollaig	na	mBan”	is	often	called	“Little	Christmas”	possibly	
because	in	the	past,	it	was	the	last	day	of	Christmas,	when	
women	 folk	would	pool	 their	 resources	 to	enjoy	a	day	
without	menial	household	chores	in	the	company	of	their	
extended	female	family	and	friends	to	share	some	food	
and	beverages.	

The	patron	of	 the	 Irish	Women’s	Network	 is	one	of	
Ireland’s	 past	 presidents,	 namely	Mary	 Robinson.	
Membership	is	free	and	volunteering	is	at	the	heart	of	
how	the	organization	functions.

The	next	Irish	Women’s	Network	Quebec	meeting	will	
take	place	on	Thursday	January	6,	2017	from	5:00	to	8:00	
pm	at	the	McEntee	Reading	Room,	#1001.01,	School	of	
Canadian	 Irish	Studies,	Concordia	University,	1455	de	
Maisonneuve	West,	Montreal.	All	women	of	Irish	descent	
and	/	or	spirit	are	welcome	to	join	the	ever	expanding	
network.	Those	attending	are	asked	to	bring	something	
for	sharing	-	“pot	luck”.

For	more	information,	please	visit:
	 https://www.facebook.com/IWNQC/
	 https://twitter.com/IWN_QC
	 irishwomensnetwork.qc@gmail.com

The	current	contact	is:
Niamh	Devaney,	
Secretary,	
Irish	Women’s	Network,	Quebec.

Photo:	https://www.facebook.com/IWNQC/

By	Martina	Branagan

MCE_McConomy
P01824

AttorneyS
MeDIAtorS

coAcheS

AVocAtS
MÉDIAteUrS
coAchS

FAMILy LAW 

SoLUtIonS
en DroIt De  
LA FAMILLe

mceavocats.com 
tel. 514.866.4666
fax 514.866.4667 



N
U

A
C

H
T

December	2016	 16

Montreal’s	Irish	community	has	launched	a	campaign	to	
establish	the	Gus	O’Gorman	Irish	Language	Scholarship	

to	honour	 the	 central	 role	Gus	played	 in	promoting	 Irish	
culture	 in	Montreal	 for	almost	fifty	years,	and	especially	 to	
acknowledge	his	passion	in	promoting	the	Irish	language.	

As	 readers	of	Nuacht	will	 know,	Gus	was	a	 vital	 figure	 in	
Montreal’s	Irish	community	and	indeed	in	the	wider	city.	He	
served	as	President	of	St.	Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal,	co-
founded	Nuacht,	created	the	Irish	language	group	Comhrá,	
and	in	recent	years	was	enthusiastically	involved	in	Bloomsday	
Montreal.	

To	recognize	and	honour	all	that	Gus	did	over	a	period	of	nearly	
fifty	years	 to	promote	 Irish	culture	 in	Montreal,	 especially	
the	 Irish	 language,	 a	 scholarship	 is	 being	 created	 in	his	
name.	The	Gus	O’Gorman	
Irish	Language	Scholarship	
would	 be	 awarded	 each	
year	 to	 send	 a	 university	
student	 from	 Montreal	
to	 attend	 Irish	 language	
classes	 in	Carraroe,	not	far	
from	 Gus’	 birthplace	 in	
Salthill.		The	summer	school	
is	organized	in	partnership	
with	 Gus’	 Alma	 Mater,	
the	National	University	of	
Ireland-Galway.

The	 goal	 is	 to	 create	 an	
endowment	fund	sufficient	
enough	to	help	offset	some	
of	 the	 expenses	 associated	
with	attending	 these	classes.		
For	 example,	 an	endowment	of	 $40,000	would	generate	
$1,600	annually,	while	$50,000	would	generate	$2,000.	 	To	
launch	this	campaign,	three	initial	donations	of	$1,000	each	
have	been	received	from	Gus’s	immediate	family,	Afric	and	
Ned	Eustace,	and	Rhona	Richman	and	Michael	Kenneally.		

You	are	invited	to	donate	as	well.		Donations	of	all	amounts	
are	 very	welcome,	 and	 all	 contributions	will	 be	publicly	
acknowledged	unless	otherwise	indicated.		Donations	should	
be	payable	to	the	Canadian	Irish	Studies	Foundation,	which	
will	manage	the	endowment	and	issue	a	tax	receipt.			

Please	send	your	donation	to:
							Canadian	Irish	Studies	Foundation
							1455	De	Maisonneuve	Blvd.,	West,	H1001
							Montreal,	QC	H3G	1M8

Call	514-848-2424	Ext.	8711
cdnirish.fas@concordia.ca	

Gus	 O’Gorman	 Irish	 Language	
Scholarship

	By	Marion	Mulvenna,	Irish	Studies

Ciné	Gael	Montréal	organizes	the	 largest	annual	 Irish	film	
series	 in	North	America.	 The	 individual	 screenings	are	

usually	held	during	the	Winter-Spring	at	Concordia	University’s	
de	Sève	Cinema	in	Montreal,	Quebec,	with	the	collaboration	
of	Concordia’s	School	of	Irish	Studies.	

A	typical	evening	includes	a	feature	film	
introduced	by	a	guest	speaker.	Over	the	
years,	 this	non-profit	 organization	has	

held	many	special	events	to	mark	film	premieres	and	highlight	
Irish	film	talent.	
	
The	season	typically	follows	this	format:

			Opening	Reception	and	film
			Series	of	film	evenings:	new	features	and	older	classics
			Evening	of	short	films	(including	Gaelic	with	subtitles)
			Closing	Gala	reception
			Member	appreciation	evenings
			Member	special	screenings
	
The	2017	series	promises	 to	be	better	 than	ever.	Mark	your	
diaries	for	this	special	year	as	the	dates	are	in:

Please	note	that	all	screenings	take	place	at:
	 DeSève	Cinema,	Concordia	University,
	 1400	de	Maisonneuve	West,	Montréal
	 at	7:15	PM	(unless	otherwise	indicated).

To	become	a	member,	please	contact:
	 Ciné	Gael	Montréal,
	 311	Ballantyne	Avenue	North,	
	 Montréal	Ouest,	
	 Québec,	H4X	2C4
	 Phone:	(514)	481-3503

To	be	added	to	the	Ciné	Gael		mailing	list,	simply	send	an	email	
to:	info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Ciné	Gael	will		be	25	years	old	during	
the	375th

	By	Martina	Branagan

Fri.	Jan.	20	2017
Fri.	Feb.	3	2017
Fri.	Feb.	7	2017
Fri.	Mar.	3	2017
Fri.	Mar.	31	2017
Fri.	Apr.	7	2017
Fri.	Apr.	21	2017
Sat.	Apr.	22	2017

Thurs.	May	4th	2017
Photo:	O’Gorman	Family
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Let	me	set	the	scene.	Chicago	early	November.	A	beautiful	
cloudless	Saturday.	Started	off	a	crisp	7	degrees	in	the	

morning	with	somewhere	close	 to	20	degrees	 forecast	
for	an	afternoon	I	was	looking	forward	to.	I	was	there	to	
attend	the	first	tier-one	rugby	international	ever	played	
in	North	America.	 Ireland	was	 set	 to	 take	on	 the	New	
Zealand	All	Blacks	as	part	of	 the	autumn	 international	
series	usually	taking	place	only	in	Europe.	So	this	was	a	
bit	of	a	risk	to	the	organisers	who	had	rented	the	62,000	
capacity	Soldier	Field,	home	of	the	Chicago	Bears,	for	a	
game	most	Americans	probably	think	is	usually	played	by	
Manchester	United.	

But	this	clash	was	not	going	to	be	attended	by	too	many	
A m e r i c a n s	
anyway. 	 A s	
we	made	 our	
way 	 to 	 the	
stadium,	 there	
were	very	 few	
yankee	accents	
to	 be	 heard.	
I f 	 you	 could	
keep	your	eyes	
away	from	the	
skyscrapers ,	
y o u 	 m i g h t	
a s 	 we l l 	 b e	
shuffling	down	
Landsdowne	
Road	 toward	
t h e 	 A v i v a	
Stadium.	A	bit	
sunnier	 too	 –	
this	 glorious	

November	day	in	Chicago	would	have	been	breaking	July	
records	in	Dublin.	Tricolours	everywhere	–	one	of	them	
imploring	“WHAT	TIME	IS	MASS?”	in	big	black	letters.	A	
rhetorical	question	I	assumed.	

This	was	definitely	 a	home	game	 for	 the	 Irish.	A	 few	
very	 confident-looking	black-clad	Kiwis	mingled	with	
the	good-natured	Micks	but	getting	 to	Chicago	was	
a	much	 longer	 trek	 for	 them.	Many	of	 the	 Irish	 like	me	
had	made	a	short	intracontinental	hop	but	a	surprising	
number	–	estimated	in	the	tens	of	thousands	-	had	come	
all	 the	way	 from	 Ireland	 for	 the	Chicago	craic,	 a	bit	of	
entertaining	rugby	and	a	deep-dish	pizza	washed	down	

17	 	 	 December	2016

A	Black	day	for	the	Kiwis

by	some	immigrated	Guinness.	What	really	separated	
the	opposing	 supporters	were	 their	 expectations.	
The	result	was	to	each	side	a	foregone	conclusion	but	
the	same	one.	The	All	Blacks	were	coming	to	Chicago	
boasting	an	18	game	winning	streak	not	to	mention	
that	in	59	meetings	over	111	years,	Ireland	had	never	
beaten	them.	“Daring	to	hope”	had	been	pummeled	
out	of	the	Irish	over	a	century	ago	so	we	didn’t	even	
remember	how	anymore.	Another	day	at	 the	office	
for	the	All	Blacks...

But	there	was	something	else	in	the	air	on	that	sunny	day	
in	Chicago.	Maybe	it	was	the	ether	that	had	transported	
the	Chicago	Cubs	to	the	World	Series	championship	

after	 a	 108	 year	
wai t . 	 Maybe 	 i t	
was	 the	 spirit	 of	
the	too-young	ex-
Irish	 international	
Anthony 	 Fo ley	
whose 	 sudden	
p a r t i n g 	 h a d	
stunned	the	rugby	
world	 in	 Ireland	
a n d 	 a b r o a d .	
Fac ing 	 the 	 A l l	
Blacks’	 infamous	
Haka	 war	 dance	
before	 the	match,	
the	Irish	team	had	
formed	 a	 f igure	
eight 	 – 	 Foley ’s	
shirt	 number	 -	 in	
his	honour.

And	so	it	passed	that	on	that	day,	Ireland	broke	that	
Kiwi	winning	streak	and	beat	the	All	Blacks	for	the	first	
time	in	history.	

And	I	was	there.

That	day	too	was	Gus	O’Gorman’s	wake	in	Montreal	
and	I	can	think	of	nobody	who	would	have	enjoyed	
that	historic	victory	more.	Actually,	I’m	convinced	he	
had	something	to	do	with	it.

By	Paul	Dunne

Photo:	Ireland	face	the	“haka”,	Paul	Dunne
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The	 Ireland-Canada	Chamber	of	Commerce	held	 its	 25th	
Anniversary	Celebration	at	 the	Omni	Hotel	on	Thursday	

December	 1st	 2016	with	 an	 attendance	of	 just	 under	 100	
members,	friends	and	dignitaries.	In	addition	to	the	presence	
of	Ambassador	Jim	Kelly	and	Deputy	Head	of	Mission,	Michael	
Hurley	 from	the	Embassy	of	 Ireland	 in	Ottawa,	we	were	also	
honoured	by	 the	 presence	 of	Mme.	Marie-Anne	Coninsx,	
the	European	Union	Ambassador	 to	Canada	and	Mr.	Karsten	
Mecklenburg,	the	Head	of	Trade	and	Economic	Section	of	the	
EU	Delegation	to	Canada.	The	Montreal	Irish	and	British	Consuls	
General,	Dr.	Michael	Kenneally	and	Nick	Baker	also	attended	
and	Mr.	Russell	Copeman,	Borough	Mayor	of	Côte-des-Neiges	-	
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce	represented	Mayor	Denis	Coderre.
	 It	 has	been	an	eventful	 year	 and	 the	 international	
background	to	the	speeches	by	the	diplomatic	representatives	
were	 the	 signing	 of	 the	 Comprehensive	 Economic	 Trade	
Agreement	(CETA)	between	Canada	and	the	European	Union	at	
the	end	of	October	and	the	“Brexit”	referendum	in	June	which	
resulted	in	the	United	Kingdom	voting	to	leave	the	European	
Union.
	 In	the	case	of	CETA,	both	Ireland	and	Canada	are	in	a	
position	to	reap	significant	benefits	as	the	economies	of	both	
countries	are	heavily	reliant	on	international	trade	which	has	the	
potential	to	substantially	increase.	The	Agreement,	as	its	title	
indicates,	is	comprehensive	as	it	also	allows	for	the	immediate	
elimination	of	almost	all	tariffs,	the	free	flow	of	services,	access	
to	public	contracts	all	levels	of	Government,	mutual	recognition	
of	professional	designations	and	cuts	 red	 tape	 for	product	
certification	among	 its	many	provisions.	Canada	 forms	 the	
bridge	between	the	North	American	market	of	approximately	
450	million	people	and	the	EU	market	of	500	million,	a	unique	
situation,	given	the	current	U.S.	sentiments	regarding	any	direct	
trade	agreement	with	Europe.
	 The	decision	of	 the	United	Kingdom	 to	 leave	 the	
European	Union	on	the	other	hand	has	substantial	ramifications	
for	both	 Ireland	and	Canada.	 Ireland	now	has	 to	plan	 for	 a	
potential	 re-introduction	of	 some	 type	of	border	between	
Northern	Ireland	and	the	Republic.	It	also	has	to	consider,	for	
the	first	time	in	history,	the	possibility	of	a	restriction	on	mobility	
of	labour	between	Ireland	and	Britain.	Both	Ireland	and	Canada	
will	have	to	adapt	to	the	evolving	situation	as	the	devil	resides	
in	the	details.

Ireland-Canada	Chamber	of	Commerce	celebrates	25	years
	By	Vivian	Doyle-Kelly

	 The	message	in	the	speeches	of	all	of	the	diplomats	
was	 positive.	 Ambassador	 Kelly	 emphasized	 Ireland’s	
commitment	 to	 the	EU	 (86%	 in	 favour	of	 remaining	 in	a	
recent	post-Brexit	poll)	 and	was	 very	optimistic	 for	 the	
future	of	 Ireland-Canada	 trade,	 encouraging	people	 in	
both	 countries	 to	 seek	out	 and	 take	 advantage	of	 the	
opportunities.
	 Ambassador	Coninsx	congratulated	 the	 ICCC	on	
its	25th	Anniversary	and	also	highlighted	the	fact	that	the	
European	Union	delegation	is	currently	celebrating	its	40th	
Anniversary	 in	Canada.	 She	praised	 Ireland	as	 a	 strong	
supporter	of	CETA	which	will	yield	benefits	for	all	involved.
		 As	the	ICCC	supports	business	interests	in	all	of	the	
island	of	 Ireland,	we	were	very	pleased	 to	welcome	Nick	
Baker,	the	British	Consul	General	in	Montreal.	While	there	is	
uncertainty	ahead	as	Brexit	negotiations	will	preoccupy	the	
governments	concerned	over	the	next	couple	of	years,	Mr.	
Baker	shared	an	upbeat	perspective	on	the	U.K.	economy	
and	Britain’s	commitment	to	its	trading	relationships	with	
the	rest	of	the	world.

Mayor	Russell	Copeman	conveyed	Mayor	Denis	Coderre’s	
good	wishes	and	congratulations	from	the	City	of	Montreal	
to	the	ICCC	which	had	accompanied	him	to	Dublin	in	April	
2016	 to	participate	 in	 the	 Friendship	 and	Cooperation	
Agreement	 signed	between	 the	 cities	of	Montreal	 and	
Dublin.
	 The	 Ireland-Canada	 Chamber	was	 pleased	 to	
recognize	the	strong	support	of	the	various	Irish	Government	
Agencies	for	the	ICCC	mission	and	for	generous	sponsorship	
of	the	evening.	We	were	delighted	to	have	in	attendance	the	
representatives	of:
								•	Aer	Rianta	International,	a	subsidiary	of	Dublin	Airport	
Authority	whose	North	American	headquarters	 are	 in	
Montreal	(Aer	Rianta	operates	The	Loop	duty-free	shopping	
in	Dorval	and	Dublin	airports	among	others);
	 	 	 	 	 •	Enterprise	 Ireland,	the	Irish	State	organization	which	
supports	 Irish	companies	 in	developing	business	outside	
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Mayor	Russell	Copeman,	Vivian-Doyle	Kelly	 and	
Ambassador	Jim	Kelly	cut	the	ICCC	25th	cake

Ambassador	Jim	Kelly	addresses	the	ICCC	25th
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Ireland	and	operates	in	Canada	from	its	Toronto	offices;
							•	I.D.A.	Ireland	which	attracts	foreign	corporations	to	invest	
in	and	create	employment	in	Ireland.
	 The	Chamber	 thanks	Seamus	Holmes,	Neil	Cooney	
(Toronto)	and	Paul	Swift	(Boston)	respectively	for	their	presence	
on	the	evening.	Tourism	Ireland	representatives	were	unable	to	
attend	due	to	meetings	being	held	in	Ireland	but	contributed	a	
Waterford	Crystal	piece	as	a	prize.	They	will	join	us	in	Montreal	
on	January	18th	for	a	Visit	Ireland	promotion	evening	so	please	
reserve	the	date	and	join	us	for	the	event.
	 Also	to	be	thanked	are	Bill	Hurley	of	Hurley’s	Irish	Pub	
and	Diana	James	of	Hodgson	Sugar	(both	long-time	members	
of	the	Chamber	for	their	generous	sponsorship	of	the	evening	
as	well	as	the	members	and	friends	who	contributed	gifts	as	
door	prizes:	Bramble	House,	Gryphon	Bakery,	Fogarty	Law	Firm,	
Carol	McCormick,	St.	Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal,	Peter	W.	Hart	
Gallery	and	the	Omni	Hotel.
	 We	also	appreciated	the	presence	of	Cathy	Murphy,	
Executive	Director	of	both	ICCC	Toronto	and	the	Irish	Canadian	
Immigration	Centre	as	well	as	Jane	Noonan,	Executive	Director		
of	the	Ireland	Fund	for	Canada,	a	charitable	organization	which	
raises	funds	for	community	projects	in	both	Ireland	and	Canada.	
Both	had	travelled	from	Toronto	to	share	in	the	celebration.
	 Music	 for	 the	evening	was	provided	by	Solstice,	 a	
fitting	backdrop	to	an	 Irish-Montreal	celebration	and	guests	
were	treated	to	a	menu	of	traditional	Irish	and	Quebec	cuisine.
	 The	evening	was	a	very	appropriate	celebration	of	
ICCC’s	 25	 years	of	 supporting	networking	and	connecting	
people	both	 locally	and	across	 the	Atlantic,	bridge-building	
and	influencing.	The	organizing	group	of	Carol	McCormick	and	
Paul	Loftus	under	Ann-Mary	Butts’	committed	leadership	and	
excellent	organization	deserve	our	congratulations.	Photos	of	
the	evening	provided	by	member	Joe	Donohue	Photography	
will	be	available	on	the	www.icccmtl.com	site	in	the	near	future.
	 As	we	 look	 forward	 to	 2017,	we	 have	 taken	 the	
opportunity,	through	Mayor	Copeman,	to	convey	to	the	City	of	
Montreal	that	the	Irish	Community	will	be	strong	supporters	of	
the	City’s	375	Anniversary	Celebrations	in	the	very	Irish	month	
of	March.	We	have	also	asked	the	Irish	Government	for	their	
support	with	Ministerial	 visits	 to	Montreal	 and	 continuing	
support	in	our	efforts	to	improve	direct	connectivity	between	
Montreal	and	Ireland.

Continued	from	page	18
For	the	love	of	cheese

	By	Paul	Dunne
Do	you	know	what	CETA	 is?	Yes,	 it’s	 the	 free	 trade	agreement	
recently	signed	between	Canada	and	the	European	Union.	But	
do	you	know	what	it	REALLY	is?		That’s	right!	Increased	access	to	
fine	European	cheeses	in	the	Canadian	market.	At	 last,	a	wheel	
of	delicious	lait-cru	Brie	at	a	lower	price	per	ounce		than	an	ingot	
of	gold.	

Let	me	give	you	a	quick	primer	on	governments	and	farmers.	What	
farmers	are	good	at,	apart	from	farming,	is	convincing	politicians	
that	 there	will	be	widespread	 famine	 if	any	of	 them	earns	 less	
than	your	average	brain	surgeon.	Politicians	buy	the	arguments	
because	there	are	lots	of	sparsely	populated	rural	constituencies	
that	will	massacre	any	politician	 foolish	enough	 to	 challenge	
the	existing	“system”	 .	Hence	in	Europe,	farmers	are	subsidized	
by	governments	directly,	meaning	cheap	cheese	for	consumers	
while	 in	Canada,	we	selected	 the	 “supply	management”	 route	
to	enrich	our	farmers,	meaning	we	pay	through	the	nose	for	our	
cheese	at	the	cash.	Yes,	European	cheese	prices	to	the	consumer	
are	too	low	and	Canadian	cheese	prices	are	too	high.	In	Canada,	
supply	 is	 controlled	 to	maintain	higher	prices	while	 imported	
cheeses	are	subject	to	a	massive	250%	rate	of	duty.	Needless	to	
say,	this	works	really	well	for	Canadian	dairy	farmers.	Not	so	much	
for	other	Canadians.

So	I	was	really	looking	forward	to	CETA.	All	that	delicious	European	
cheese	in	my	local	Provigo	by	early	next	year	to	clog	my	arteries.	
On	my	death	certificate	it	will	proclaim	“He	died	of	a	cheese	related	
illness”.	Or	really,	“he	died	happy”.	I	needed	to	know	when	my	life	
would	change	and	it	turns	out	the	answer	should	be	next	February	
when	the	agreement	is	expected	to	come	into	effect.	A	blissful	
month	made	warmer	 than	usual	by	 cheap	Roquefort,	 a	 fresh	
baguette	and	something	strong	and	smooth	to	wash	them	down.

Imagine	my	consternation	when	an	inconvenient	truth	came	to	
light.	The	inconvenient	truth	is	that	consumers	don’t	really	have	
much	of	a	voice	in	free	trade	negotiations.	There	are	11,000	dairy	
farmers		protected	by	the	250%	tariff	on	imported	cheeses	and	
about	30	million,	give	or	take,	consumers	who	are	deprived	by	it.	
But	it	seems	that	in	trade	negotiations,	11,000	trumps	30	million	
hands	down.	Yes,	there	will	gradually	be	increased	quota	of	fine	
European	cheeses	entering	Canada	but	according	to	an	informed	
source,	guess	who	will	be	responsible	for	distribution	and	pricing	
of	 this	cheaper	cheese?	None	other	 than	 those	 responsible	 for	
keeping	the	current	prices	at	the	current	nosebleed	level.

So	on	the	bright	side,	I	will	probably	live	longer	and	eventually	die	
of	a	dementia	exacerbated	by	lack	of	access	to	affordable	quality	
cheese.	But	no	matter	how	long	I	live,	I	will	certainly	be	survived	
by	the	“system”.
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Johanne	 Patoine,	 Gov.	 of	 Qc.,	 Paul	 Swift,	 IDA	 Boston,	
Stephanie	Murphy	&	Veronique	Glemaud,	Investissement	Qc.	

&	Philippe	Arsenau
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DATE	 EVENT	 FURTHER	INFORMATION

	

Dec.	19	 	Irish	Community	Christmas	Party,		The	Irish	Embassy	Pub	&	Grill,	1234	Bishop	St.,	5:30	p.m.	 office@spsmtl.com

Dec.	29	 	ICCC	Craic	agus	Comhrá,	The	Irish	Embassy	Pub	&	Grill,	1234	Bishop	St.,	5:30	p.m.	 contact@icccmtl.com	

Jan	6	 Irish	Women’s	Network,	AGM	and	Nollaig	na	mBan,	irishwomensnetwork.qc@gmail.com	 Niamh	Devaney,	Secretary	

Jan.	13	 Innisfail	Kick	-Off	Cèili	(members	only),	NDG	Legion	Addington/de	Maisonneuve	 Rose	Quinn															450-671-7217

Jan	20	 Ciné	Gael		 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Jan.	15		 UIS	General	Meeting,	St.	John	Brebeuf	Church,	7777	George	St.	LaSalle,	1:30	p.m.		 president@montrealirishparade.com

Jan.	26	 	ICCC	Craic	agus	Comhrá,	The	Irish	Embassy	Pub	&	Grill,	1234	Bishop	St.,	5:30	p.m.	 contact@icccmtl.com

Feb	3	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Feb.	4		 UIS	Queen’s	Selection	Evening,	Plaza	Centre-Ville,	777	boul.	Robert-Bourassa,	7	p.m.	 																		equinn17@videotron.ca

Feb	17	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Feb.	19		 UIS	General	Meeting,	St.	John	Brebeuf	Church,	7777	George	St.	LaSalle,	1:30	p.m.		 president@montrealirishparade.com

Feb.	23	 	ICCC	Craic	agus	Comhrá,	The	Irish	Embassy	Pub	&	Grill,	1234	Bishop	St.,	5:30	p.m.	 contact@icccmtl.com

Mar.	3	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Mar.	3rd		 Charity	Ball	-	Chalet	atop	Mount	Royal		 Katie	Irving	(514)	481-1346

Mar.	12		 UIS	Mass	of	Anticipation,	St.	Gabriel’s	Church,	2157	rue	Centre,	11:30a.m.	 																											ploftus@colba.net

Mar.	12		 UIS	General	Meeting,	St.	Gabriel’s	Church,	2157	rue	Centre,	1:30	p.m.		 president@montrealirishparade.com

Mar.	17	 Annual	Luncheon	-	Plaza	Centreville	777	Robert-Bourassa		 Katie	Irving	(514)	481-1346

Mar.	18	 8th	Annual	Hudson	St.	Patrick’s	Parade		 Jim	Beauchamp	(514)	691-2721

Mar.	19		 194th	Consecutive	St.	Patrick’s	Parade,	Downtown,	noon	 	Patty	McCann		 			932-0512

Mar.	23	 	ICCC	Craic	agus	Comhrá,	The	Irish	Embassy	Pub	&	Grill,	1234	Bishop	St.,	5:30	p.m.		 contact@icccmtl.com

Mar.	25th		 8th	Annual	Quebec	City	St.	Patrick’s	Parade		 contact@qcpatrick.com

Mar.	31	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Apr.	1	 UIS	Awards	Banquet	&	Dinner	Dance,	Plaza	Centre-Ville,	777	boul.	Robert-Bourassa,	6	p.m.		 							coach_shawn12@hotmail.com
Apr.	7	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

April	7	 Innisfail	Pasta	Night,	NDG	Legion	Addington/de	Maisonneuve	 Rose	Quinn															450-671-7217

Apr.	21	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

Apr	22	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

May	4	 Ciné	Gael	 info@cinegaelmontreal.com

May	7		 UIS	Mass	for	Deceased	Members,	St.	John	Brebeuf	Church,	7777	George	St.	LaSalle,	11	a.m.	 																												ploftus@colba.net

May	7		 UIS	Annual	General	Meeting,	St.	John	Brebeuf	Church,	7777	George	St.	LaSalle,	1:30	p.m.		 president@montrealirishparade.com

May	27	 Innisfail	Memorial	Mass	for	Deceased	Members	&	F.	Tom	McEntee	Memorial,	Ladies’	Chapel,	noon	 Rose	Quinn															450-671-7217

June	9	 Innisfail	Annual	General	Meeting,	NDG	Legion	Addington/de	Maisonneuve	 Rose	Quinn															450-671-7217

https://twitter.com/spsmtl

www.facebook.com/spsmtl/

www.instagram.com/spsmtl/

“Follow	Your	Society!”


