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On an absolutely beautiful Sunday in late
August, An Taoiseach (Prime Minister), Leo
Varadkar visited Montreal for meetings with
Prime Minister Trudeau and to walk with him
in Montreal’s iconic “Pride Parade”, the first
foreign leader ever to do so.
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A word from the President
Dear Members and Friends,
Despite the mediocre weather, what a great summer the Society and the Montreal-Irish community had this year! We
were excited to have had the Irish Taoiseach, Enda Kenny speak to a packed house at the Palace Ballroom at the EVO
in early May. What a speech he gave! A full transcript of his memorable speech is available at http://www.icccmtl.com/
transcript-taoiseach-may-4-2017-speech-montreal/. Montreal subsequently played host to his successor, Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar in August. Two Irish PMs in four months had never been seen before and speaks volumes about our
closer relationship with Ireland in a pre-Brexit Trump-dominated political landscape. Taoiseach Varadkar was also the
guest of honour at a “meet and greet” with representatives from Montreal’s Irish societies hosted and organized by
Dr. Michael Kenneally, Principal and Chair, School of Irish Studies, Concordia, Honorary Consul General of Ireland and
a Past President of this Society. Please see our cover story for all the details.
In late June, under threatening but subsequently beautiful skies, our 22nd Annual Charity Golf Tournament was held
at the venerable Bellevue Golf Club in Ville de Lery. My thanks to our Chair, Paul Doyle, his lieutenants, Wayne Hogan
and Dave Dubeau and to all the members of the golf committee as well as all the volunteers, golfers and sponsors for
helping to make this our best and most successful tournament ever. Kudos ladies and gentlemen!
On a lovely July 1st Saturday morning, the Irish of Montreal united to walk in the Canada Day Parade to celebrate
Canada’s 150th birthday. I am proud to say that the St. Patrick’s Society had its biggest turnout ever with over 24 of
our members and friends donning sashes and walking as proud Irish-Canadians.
Other events over the summer included an Irish community “kick-off to summer” at the Irish Embassy late June, the
Annual Pilgrimage to Grosse Île in August, sponsored by the AOH, also in August a Comedy Night at St. Gabriel’s put
on by the UIS and finally McGibbins celebrated their 20th anniversary with a great get-together as well.
With the fall rapidly approaching, numerous committee meetings are again under way to organize many new initiatives
including:
1. a new strategic plan to help guide us for the next 5 years,
2. new administrative protocols and governance,
3. a new SPS Youth Wing and
4. a D’Arcy McGee commemoration for April 2018.
We’ll report on all this at our upcoming Annual General
Meeting, now scheduled for Thursday November 2nd, as well
as what’s coming up for our 171st Charity Ball and 185th Charity
Luncheon in March of 2018 now only six months away! Please
check the “Calendar of Events” section of this edition and do
mark your calendars.
Please find on page 3, the list of the Chairs for our various
committees and events. Should you feel like chipping in and
volunteering for any of these, don’t hesitate to reach out to
the appropriate Chair through our office at office@spsmtl.com.
Help us move forward in all our rewarding and challenging
charitable, educational and cultural good works and become
more a part of this 184-year old Montreal institution that is your
St. Patrick’s Society.
Warmest regards to all,
Scott Phelan
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Cont. from page 1

By Scott Phelan

government ever as well as the first of Indian descent
and the first who is openly gay.
Taoiseach Varadkar gave a wonderful speech outlining
the long standing understanding and relationship that
exists between Ireland and Canada and explained the
potential for even more trade and mutually beneficial
work given the coming reality of CETA (The CanadaEuropean Union (EU) Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement) and Ireland’s unique position in
light of Brexit. Similarly, with the United States not
participating in CETA, Canada becomes the gateway for
Ireland and the EU into their markets. He told us that
his talks with Prime Minister Trudeau also focused on
issues related to diversity and inclusion, of how our two
countries enjoy strong family ties, common values, and a
shared history and lastly about how Canada’s approach
to immigration acts as a beacon of hope and a guide for
other nations who have become more insular in recent
years. Finally, the Taoiseach touched on the need for
more direct flights to Ireland from Montreal, much to
the satisfaction of everyone present.

SPS Committee and Event Chairs
Charity Ball
Charity Luncheon
Finance Committee
Governance and protocol (new)
Investment Committee (new)
Golf Committee
Grants Committee
Membership Committee
Nominating Committee
Strategic Planning (new)
Youth Wing (new)     

Following his speech, Dr. Kenneally invited the heads
Montreal’s Irish societies to introduce themselves and
gave the Taoiseach an outline of our history and our
role in keeping our community vibrant and relative. The
speakers were myself on behalf of the St. Patrick’s Society,
Paul Loftus for the UIS, Conor Barry for the ICCC, Pamela
McGovern for the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation,
Victor Boyle for the AOH, Lynn Doyle for Ciné  Gael, Fergus
Keyes on behalf of the Park Memorial Foundation and
Dave Schurman for Bloomsday. All in all very informative
and the Taoiseach, absorbed every word and seemed to
genuinely enjoy every minute.
After Dr. Kenneally thanked the Taoiseach and everyone
for their participation, Mr. Varadkar spent over a half hour
mingling and chatting with the guests. My wife, Paula
got along very well with Mr. Varadkar and they spoke
at length about their Indian backgrounds. Mr. Varadkar
even encouraged us both to take a trip to India! “What
about Ireland then?” I asked. “On the way there or back”
he responded, a true politician. He was charming, open
and obviously very intelligent and well spoken. Ireland has
an impressive and personable new head of government.

SPS Youth Committee - New

Kim Hogan
Carol McCormick
Laurie Bennett
Christie Brown
Paul Doyle
Paul Doyle
Christie Brown
Carol McCormick
Paul Dunne
Kim Hogan
Maria Cook/Conor O’Hara

New Advertising Rates for Nuacht
Size
Card size
1/4 page		
1/3 page		
1/2 page

One issue
$75
$150
$200
$250

Four issues
$200
$350
$500
$700

Saving
$50
$50
$100
$100

For information please contact Katie Irving at
514-481-1346 or office@spsmtl.com
All submissions are to be forwarded directly to our editor,
Martina Branagan at nuacht@spsmtl.com
The deadlines for submissions are: September 15th, November
15th, February 10th and May 15th.
Rates do not include layout or art. Please submit all art work in
JPEG format. Rates do not include GST and PST, if applicable.
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The next meeting of the SPS Youth Committee will be in
October at Laser Quest on Ste Catherine. It will be a team
building event. For further information, contact Caitlin
Moynan cmoynan.sps@gmail.com or see Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/The-Saint-PatricksSociety-Youth-Committee-119787798659701/
September 2017
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... but nothing will prepare you for the “Wall of Names”...
By Caitlin Moynan

This was our first trip to Grosse
Île and we were not sure
what to expect, we had an
idea but the actual tour? No.
Tickets bought, ready to go.
The bus ride was surprisingly
comfortable and snacks were
even provided.

The grave site with a few white crosses can be seen, as
can the rows of the dead. Chaddy explained how the
cemetery contained a few thousand souls in unmarked
graves. A simple explanation of the cemetery would
not do it justice, so I will leave it to people to go see for
themselves.

When we arrived and boarded the ferry, the crew
members were bi-lingual, we were treated to jokes and
given commentary about the area.
At last, we saw the cross. The
cross is massive and the full
realization sets in, this is the
place that our people came
to after a long and difficult
journey (if they were among
the lucky to actually survive
the trip).
T h e to u r b e g i ns w i t h
explaining the huge amount
of disinfecting of bedding,
linens etc. The machines are
immense and the tour guide
explains how disinfecting
was accomplished. Moving on, we were treated to Irish
dancing! The tour continued and we met our guide,
Chaddy, who was like a walking encyclopedia. He was
funny, bi-lingual and we knew right away that he hadn’t
just memorized a speech - Chaddy really knew what he
was talking about.
We visited the buildings one by one. He explained how
the workers were so overwhelmed with the number of
Irish coming in and how sick they were that one could
“see” how truly horrific it must have been.
But nothing will
prepare you
for the “Wall of
N a m e s ”, t h e
people who
died there.   And
t h e li t t l e s h i p
icons in rows
under the names
representing
people who died –
names unknown.
September 2017

The walk up to
the cross was
th o u g ht f u l . A
beautiful forest
and then, the
clearing to where
the cross stands.
The view out
to the water is
breathtaking.
Heading back down, we continued our tour of the rest of
the buildings and the history of the immigration center.
The story of the work of doctors and nurses who took
care of the people who came to our country looking for
a better life was incredible.
If anyone has ever
thought about taking
this trip, you will not
be disappointed. We
would like to thank
V i c t o r
Boyle for
taking such
good care
of us and
making
this trip as
great as it was. All we had to do was show up
and enjoy the day. We learned much as well.
Many thanks to Parks Canada for taking
such good care of this most important site
and to Victor Boyle, for providing such an
easy way to see it.
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By Paul Dunne

Nothing dismal about this talk!

However, there are some metaphorical clouds on
the horizon to join the real ones the Irish are used to:
according to Danny McCoy, Brexit could actually end
up doing more damage to Ireland than to the UK.
This breakfast satisfied the most voracious appetites
for insight into the Irish economy. I’m not sure if it
was recorded but I will let you know through the SPS
Facebook page and place a link there if possible.

A cool dude comes to town...
Danny McCoy, CEO, ibec

I know most of you missed the breakfast talk on Friday
the 15th of September and maybe it was because you
didn’t know about it or perhaps you might have thought
the topic boring but I assure you, this was riveting stuff.
Organized by the Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce
whose new President, Conor Barry, also sits on the
SPS board, and in collaboration with the Chamber of
Commerce of Metropolitan Montreal, the speakers were
our own, Jean Charest and Danny McCoy, CEO of the Irish
Business and Employers’ Confederation. M. Charest is an
experienced and engaging public speaker but Mr. McCoy
is a speaker of such calibre that he brings a discourse
on the “dismal science” of economics to the same level
Roger Federer brings a game of tennis.
Selected gems are: Ireland, unlike Canada, has a single
natural resource (pause) “grass”. Someone sniggered
that grass would be added to the Canadian list of natural
resources next year but Mr. McCoy was referring to the
stuff that Irish cows eat and making a point about the
difference between heavily resource-based economies
like Canada and a country like Ireland that has now
surpassed Canada in most wealth-measuring statistics. In
Canadian dollars, Irish GDP per capita is $88,000 against
$55,000 in Canada.

As you were already aware through the general
media coverage and elsewhere in this publication,
Leo Varadkar, the newly-minted Irish PM was in town
for “Fierté Montréal” in August. While he and his
buddies, Justin and Emmanuel have been treated by
the mainstream press as akin to superhero politicians,
you have to wonder if this is just because they’re
not Donald Trump. But maybe that’s fake news. The
Irish political magazine “Phoenix” has a different
take on “Varadkarmania” stating that “voters will not
be impressed with a (PM) cavorting in Canada...in
exotic photo shoots while crisis points are reached in
housing and health” and “Varadkar will have to drop
the contrived cool dude imagery and present as a (PM)
with political vision...”. They conclude that if he follows
current strategy, he may become “the shortest living
(Irish PM) on record”. Ouch!
Personally, I love what he does for the Irish brand
internationally and since I don’t live there anymore, I
won’t be at the sharp end of any failure. But I too think
this dude is cool and not least because of the exotic
photo shoot below. I had to fight him off but eventually
relented and permitted the selfie. Nice to leave him with
something he can treasure if all this cavorting doesn’t
work out for him in the end.

Having said all that, he pointed out that wealthmeasuring statistics can be confusing and Ireland’s GDP
growth of 34% in 2015 is a case in point. As a benchmark,
bear in mind that Donald Trump is beating his chest
about growth of 3% this year in the US. The 34% results
from the way the statistic is calculated which was not a
mistake but did not reflect the average family’s increase
in wealth. In fact, the poor Irish are sputtering along at a
mere 6% per annum - about double what Canada would
consider stratospheric.
Paul Dunne and an Taoiseach
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First-Place finish for Short School’s James Houghton at the
2017 North American Championships of Irish Dance...
By Pat Short

Dollard resident, James Houghton goals were achieved when he finally took top place on podium in New Orleans
over the Canada Day and U.S. Independence Day holidays in July. Houghton placed 13th at the World’s in Dublin at
Easter and upon his return went into a very strict regime of training as he felt if he performed well on the day, that
the top place on the podium was in sight. He was accompanied by his coaches Bernadette & Marie Short and Natasha
Woytiuk. When the 7 judges completed tabulating and results were announced, the atmosphere in the conference
centre was electric. His hard work truly paid off.
NEWS FROM AROUND THE SCHOOLS
Bernadette Short School of Irish Dancing
Also in the medals at the North American Championships in New Orleans were: Abigail Schaub, 6th place, Under 9; Aselin
Bates, 13th place, under 11, Spencer Geary, 13th place, Under 16; Emile Choiniere-Shields, 16th, Under 15; Guillaume
Choiniere-Shields, 14th, Under 17; Mary Roper, 12th, Under 15. Recall medals went to: Britney Shiaman, Meaghan
Kilmartin, Gabrielle McBain, Aveen Mahon & Isabelle Chouinard. Enquiries: Bernadette@shortschoolirishdance.com
514-977-7870
Costello Irish Dance

Costello Irish Dance launched its new flagship
studio in St-Lazare. To celebrate the launch, they
had an Open House on Saturday, August 26th. From
the performance to the refreshments and special
guests, the Open House was a huge success! Now
with locations in Ile Perrot and St-Lazare, Costello
Irish Dance is excited for the new era of their school!
Enquiries: casey@costelloirishdance.ca 514-979-9635

“Open House”, new Irish Dance studio © Casey Costello, Costello Irish Dance

Marie-Claude Rousseau School
Marie Claude would like the community to know that her schools are now located in Pincourt, Verdun and Quebec
City. Her dancers have been the school of choice for performances at Grosse-Ile – The Irish Memorial in the Gulf of the
St. Laurent River east of Quebec City for the past 3 years. For all enquiries: M.c.rousseau@videotron.ca
Moran Academy
Our dancers have competed at many regional Feiseanna throughout the summer and 2 of our senior dancers have
travelled to Los Angeles to do the exams that will qualify each of them as a certified teacher called T.C.R.G.
Enquiries eileenmoran28@hotmail.com  
September 2017
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Young Academy (Quebec)
This year has been a busy year for the Young Academy. The competition season has been non-stop as our dancers
competed all over throughout the summer. After sending one solo dancer and a Ceili Team to the North American
Championships in New Orleans, LA, the Young Academy is now hard at work prepping our dancers for our Regional
Oireachtas (World’s qualifier event) this coming November. We are so excited to have both a Junior and Senior Ceili
team along with many Solo dancers for both the World Qualifying part of the event and the Premiere competitions.
We are proud to share the expansion of the Young Academy and as of October, it will have classes in Chateauguay,
Montreal West, Lasalle, Ormstown and Verdun. Enquiries: youngirishdance@hotmail.com
GENERAL NEWS FROM THE DANCING COMMUNITY
The passing of Patricia McSharry T.C.R.G. on July 1st, 2017, saddened the Irish dancing community. Patricia achieved
her certificate to teach An Coimisiun styled dancing in St. Catharines, Ontario along with Bernadette Short and three
Toronto based candidates. Her first three children continued to dance for Ron Plummer Studios in Scarboro. One of
her granddaughters danced for Bernadette Short into adulthood. R.I.P. Patricia.
Congratulations to Anne Marie Keenan, a dance teacher for many years, who is now an adjudicator of Irish dance. Also
to Lucas Lawton, Mike Keane, and Samantha Morse on successfully completing their T.C.R.G. - teacher certification.
The exams took place in Phoenix, Arizona last month. All of them competed successfully for many years with the
Bernadette Short School.
Tourisme Montreal and Palais des Congres Montreal were in Dublin on September 9th to bid for another opportunity
to host the World Championships in Montreal. They were competing against Dublin, 2 venues, Belfast, Glasgow, 2
venues and Killarney. Their bid was successful and the city was awarded the championships for the year 2023. The
very professional video that accompanied Montreal’s presentation had appearances by local personalities: Aselin
Bates (world medal holder), Mary-Lynn Loftus (2017 Queen of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade) and Bernadette Short.
I was very pleased to be there and to support them in developing the oral part of their presentation. The bid was
highly acclaimed by all members of the C.L.R.G. and we, along with Ville de Montreal are looking forward to hosting
the event in 2023.

Aselin Bates around Montreal in full regalia

maith sibh! comhghairdeas libh!
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The mystery of the Shipwreck Asterix!
By Victor Boyle, President, A.O.H.

As part of our Canada wide initiative to identify and
restore Irish monuments and memorials, members of
the Ancient Order of Hibernians Canada in Nova Scotia
are in the process of restoring a Cairn located in the
small town of Little Lorraine.
Erected by the AOH in 1957 the plaque reads:
“Erected to the
memory of the Irish
Immigrants who lost
their lives when the
ship Asterix with
500 souls on board
bound from Limerick
to Quebec wrecked
on Lorraine Head
April 22, 1816. Only
two surviving. May
they rest in peace.”
The Cairn was a
focal point of the
community in the
1970’s, then seemed
to just vanish. Like
Photo: the Provincial Archivist Office, the site of the Black
Nova Scotia
Rock, changing
road patterns and
agricultural usage of the land led locals to believe that
the Cairn was lost forever.
Then, in 2008, while visiting his hometown of Lorraine,
N.B., Mr. J.J. Nearing insisted on visiting the Cairn that
he remembered so fondly as a boy. His search began.
Some distance from the road, up a steep bank and
surrounded by thick brush, it was found, waiting
patiently.
In 2009, while celebrating the Centenary of the AOH
Celtic cross atop Telegraph Hill on Grosse Île, plans to
restore the Cairn began.
However, restoring the AOH Cairn to its original
condition was one thing; understanding its history
was another.
To begin with, there is no record of a ship named Asterix
in any naval archives, much less any record of such a
ship sinking off the shores of Lorraine.
Instead, what was found was the story of the Astraea.
The wreck of the Astraea at Little Lorraine Head, Cape
Breton, in 1834, was one of the most tragic of the many
shipwrecks that took place in the second quarter of the
September 2017

nineteenth century, when migration from the British Isles
to the British North American colonies was in full swing.
It was thirteen years before 1847 but unscrupulous shipmasters had already mastered the art of overcrowding
their far- from-seaworthy crafts to profit in human misery.
In 1834, there was not a lighthouse on the entire coast of
Cape Breton Island, and, during that decade, an average
of five ships a year were stranded between Louisbourg
and Cape North and wrecks were commonplace.
In the black of night of May 7th, the Astraea - bound from
Limerick to Quebec - struck the rocks under Little Lorraine
head (between Manadou and Louisbourg), close to the
shore, and went to pieces immediately.
Only 3 of the 251 on board escaped. While the loss of
life was half that inscribed on the Cairn, the tragedy was
brought home vividly to the inhabitants of Cape Breton
by the fact that it occurred close to land rather than in
the open sea, and that many of the bodies were washed
ashore as muted reminders of their fate.
For fifteen days, the local farmers and fishermen
neglected their work in order to recover, dress and bury
the usually naked bodies.
They were very particular in dressing the corpses
according to their own ideas of propriety.  Each must have
a shirt, trousers, and jacket, or a chemise, petticoat and
gown, as the case may be, with handkerchiefs over the
face and feet, and in this array, they were interred, without
coffins as neither materials nor workers were to be found.
They were also exceedingly careful that everyone should
be duly interred before sunset, being persuaded that the
inhabitants would be nightly visited by the spirits of those
who remained above ground.
But we can find no other record of the Asterix; lending to
suspicion that the Astraea was the wreck intended here. It
seems unlikely that a wreck such as the Astraea, in which
local fishermen played so unselfish and important a role,
would not be remembered. It is said that the imprint of
the Astraea can be seen against the cliff.
Could the AOH of 1957 really get it that wrong? The ship’s
name, the date, and souls lost? We may never know
for certain, but it’s not the obligation of the present to
second guess the good intentions of the past.
The AOH of 2017 will complete its restoration of the
Cairn of 1957 dedicated to the sinking of the Asterix of
1816 and construct a new memorial to the sinking of the
Astraea of 1834.
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By Fergus Keyes with photos courtesy of DiAnne Giguere

For well more than 100 years, members of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians (AOH) have walked to the Black
Rock on the Montreal side of the Victoria Bridge to
remember the more than 6,000 Irish immigrants who
died and were buried in the area in 1847, as well as the
many Montrealers who provided care and comfort to
the dying - many of these caregivers also caught typhus
and made the ultimate sacrifice by giving their own lives
in the humanitarian effort.
This year, the Walk took place,
as usual on the last Sunday in
May (May 28th 2017), leaving
St. Gabriel’s Church, under
a warm and sunny sky, and
attracted a larger than normal
crowd with some estimates
suggesting between 800–
1,000+ participants.
A major reason for this large
turnout was the result of the
objective of the Montreal Irish Monument Park
Foundation to build a beautiful green space around the
area of the “Black Rock” to more properly honor both the
victims and the caregivers. Although not directly related
to the AOH, Victor Boyle, Canadian President of the
AOH is also a Director of the Foundation, and the effort
of both groups is closely aligned in remembering this
tragic event in Montreal history.
Just weeks prior to the Walk,
there was an announcement that
the land where the Foundation
would like to see this green space
had been sold by the Federal
Government to Hydro Quebec.
The immediate concern was that
this was the last chance to have
the green space memorial built and it would be lost
forever (a similar project request was first recorded by
Irish Montreal in 1909).
With the real possibility that this space would be
developed over the graves, both the AOH and the
Foundation used every means possible to notify the
Irish Montreal community, as well as other interested
individuals and organizations of this development.
About 375 individual printed invitations, more than
1,200 emails, notifications on various web and Facebook
pages etc. were utilized. In addition, a wide variety
of Media – newspapers, TV, radio stations, in both
languages, were also notified. Most responded with
dismay as to why this project has not become a reality,
especially with additional funds available for Montreal’s
375th anniversary.
9

However, a very positive result of these efforts was that
Hydro Quebec contacted the Foundation, before the
Walk, to see if we could organize a quick “meet and
greet” meeting. At this meeting, representatives of Hydro
informed us that they were now fully aware that this site
is a historic, cultural and sacred area of great importance
to the Montreal Irish community. They also told us that
although a Hydro transformer station was desperately
required, they would
work closely with us to
see how a significant
green space could be
properly included into
their plans.
S o, a l t h o u g h t h e
annual AOH “Walk to
the Stone” in 2017 was
never designed as a
protest march in favor
of the green space,
most participants this
year did view it as not only the annual remembrance, but
also as a great opportunity to show support for the park.
To provide a more visual overview of the event of Black
‘47, a team of volunteers led by Cormac McGrath, was
able to make, and paint, about 2,500 small white crosses
that were then planted at various locations around the
area and which represented only
about 1/3 of the actual number of
recorded burials.  
Needless to say, both the Foundation
and the AOH were extremely pleased
to see such a large number of people
who included elected politicians
from all levels of Government, as
well as, representatives from Hydro
led by the Hydro President of the division involved. And,
of course, the leadership and members of the various
Montreal Irish organizations were also in attendance.
Currently, the Foundation is awaiting confirmation of a
date to meet again with Hydro Quebec, and perhaps the
City of Montreal to determine the next step in preserving
as much of the land as possible for a proper memorial
green space site. And, over this past summer, The
Foundation has also been able to attract the attention of
a number of well-known and influential individuals who
have also offered their support for the project.
Regardless of the outcome, you can be sure that Victor
Boyle and the AOH will lead another annual “Walk to
the Stone” on the last Sunday of May 2018. Hope to see
you there….
May 2017
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The Luck of the Irish Continues

22nd Annual SPS Charity Golf Tournament Draws Largest Number of Golfers to Date

By Wayne Hogan

Irish luck…After driving to the golf course in the pouring
rain, golfers arrived to see the sun coming out – to start
off what would no doubt once again be a fabulous day at
the Club de Golf Belle Vue in Ville de Léry.
This year’s 22nd Annual Charity Tournament saw the
largest crowd to date, with 172 golfers in total (144 on
the Belle Vue Course and 28 on the Woodlands Course)
enjoying a great day on the links.
If you have not yet been among the lucky
folks to participate in the SPS Annual Charity
Tournament, here is a look at what you have
missed.
Golfers arrive around 10 am, drop off their
bags, and receive their hole assignments.
A quick check-in at the registration desk is
next, where golfers receive complimentary
chocolate bars, water, and tees – to get
them started off in the right direction. This
is the first opportunity to purchase tickets
for the super raffle – tickets are sold only at
the tournament – and prizes are awarded at
the end of the day.
Next, it is off to the clubhouse, to drop off belongings in
your locker before heading to the fabulous All-You-CanEat Buffet Breakfast, starting at 10:30 a.m. which is also
included in your green fees.
But the real fun begins at 12:30 with the Shotgun start!  It
is a great opportunity to see old friends and colleagues,
and to meet new ones – all for a GREAT cause.  Throughout
the day, some golfers showed great form and other golfers
… well, let’s just say
… were “colourful”
in the recollection
of their “successful”
exploits on the
course.

Post-round activities kick-off around 4:30 p.m. for
meeting friends and colleagues in the clubhouse bar
to lie (just kidding) about your game. Official postround festivities begin with a word of welcome from
SPS President, Scott Phelan, who congratulated all on
their play, and thanked them for contributing to the
charitable endeavours of the Society. A tasty threecourse roast beef dinner plus wine caps off the perfect
day, before the super raffle takes place.
I would be remiss
if I did not thank
all the members
of the SPS Golf
Committee, who
begin meeting in
late Fall for the
planning of the
Annual Charity
Tournament.   A
huge thank you
this year goes
out especially to
Katie Irving, SPS
Administrative
Assistant, and her fabulous group of volunteers who
worked so hard on the day to make this event another
success.
So if you missed out on the tournament this year –
DON’T let it happen again. And if you were among the
“Lucky” ones who did participate, we want to see you
AGAIN next year.
… Please reserve your calendars for the 23rd Annual
SPS Charity Golf Tournament, returning due to popular
demand, to the Club de Golf Belle Vue in Ville de Léry
in June 2018 (exact date TBC in an upcoming issue of
the Nuacht).
Thanks again to all and see you at Belle Vue next year!

Complimentary
refreshment stands
(Hurley’s Irish Pub)
and complimentary fruit stands (Tara Golf Association) are
found at Hole 6 and Hole 14, to ensure that all golfers have
the necessary stamina to finish the round.  Sporting fun
could be had with the “Closest to the Hole” on all Par 3s,
and the “Double Your Wager” (Edward Jones Investment)
for hitting the green off the tee at Hole 17.
May 2017
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Bob Dylan is forever young
By Jim McDermott, first appeared in the Montreall Gazette, 4 July 2017

On June 30, Bob Dylan and his band were greeted
with exuberance that almost blew the Bell Centre roof
off. My daughter and I felt very much in harmony with
other fans, who mainly consisted of baby boomers
and their offspring, a demographic we could clearly
identify with.
At 76, Dylan is a treasured literary and musical genius.
He was in fine form, dressed in a white sports coat and
dark striped pants, crooner style. My only criticism is
that he never once blew on his harmonica, nor did he
pluck a string on his guitar. However, the Nobel Prize
laureate made up for it by blowing the audience away
with his piano skills, channelling the likes of Billy Joel.
Dylan’s timeless prose and poetry just keep on
keeping on. Hopefully, he’ll return to Montreal in a
few years and I’ll bring my granddaughter to see the
world’s greatest singer-songwriter.
“That was Dylan's first Belfast gig, in
May 1966. The man is such a genius... In
the intervening years, Dylan's name has
repeatedly come up alongside those of Keats,
Coleridge, Shelley, Tennyson, Rimbaud
and Verlaine. And numerous critics and
academics have analyzed and connected
his songs to a literary rather than a songwriting tradition. I feel lucky to have
witnessed a moment out of time when Bob
Dylan came to Belfast, my old hometown,
all those years ago.”

Jim, left, with a school friend outside the venue
where Bob Dylan performed for the first time in Belfast.

The Trinity MBA will be coming to various cities in Canada this October
By Bríd Ryan

The Trinity MBA events are designed to meet prospective applicants who are thinking of studying for an MBA
in Ireland. They are opportunities to learn about the programme, life in Ireland, scholarships and the benefits of
studying in Europe.
You are invited to join us for an evening of discussion, drinks and canapés in Montreal on October 12, 2017:
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/trinity-mba-information-session-montreal-tickets-36998148458 or in Toronto, October
11, 2017: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/trinity-mba-information-session-toronto-tickets-36998129401
Our one-year Trinity MBA is an immersive programme designed to challenge your thinking and realise your potential.
A unique focus on sustainable leadership, entrepreneurship and live action learning gives you the knowledge and
skills to accelerate and transform your career. To learn more:
Visit our website: https://www.tcd.ie/business/mba/
Email us at TheTrinityMBA@tcd.ie or call us on 00353 (1) 896 4867.
11
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Ciné Gael’s programmers hard at work...
By Tim Hine

The Ciné Gael programmers have been sequestered in
dimly lit screening rooms viewing all the candidate films
for an exciting 26th season, starting in January.  By the
next issue of Nuacht, we will have let them come out
into the sunlight and will have more information for you.
  
In the meantime, by the time you read this, we will have
had a Members’ evening upstairs at Hurley’s pub on
Wednesday September 13th where we presented Kevin
Moynihan’s fine and felicitous documentary, “The Famine
Irish and Canada’s First Responders”.  The controversy
concerning the land by the “Black Rock“ and the
memorial for the victims of the Irish famine has received
some press and we are pleased that representatives from
Hydro Quebec accepted our invitation to join us that
evening along with the film’s director as well as Fergus

Keyes and Victor Boyle, who have been campaigning
diligently to preserve the land.  In addition to watching
this important film and enjoying the snacks and libation
in the always wonderful Hurley’s atmosphere, we hope
that our members were able to express to the folks from
Hydro Quebec the deep meaning this issue holds for the
Irish community.

“The Famine Irish and Canada’s First Responders”
Visiting the three Memorials to the Great Famine, this
film explores the reasons for the Great Hunger, the arrival
of the Irish in 1847 and most especially, the compassion
and courage of early Canadians to this refugee crisis.

This documentary film by Kevin Moynihan explores
the three major Canadian Memorials to the Great
Irish Famine: Grosse Île (an Island near Quebec City),
the Montreal Black Rock Memorial and Ireland Park in
Toronto. Tens of thousands of Irish immigrants forced to
emigrate from their homeland during the Great Famine
of 1847 came to Canada on what can only be described
as “Coffin Ships”.

Kevin Moynihan has been making film and audio visual
tools since 1973.

Jeanie Johnston Foundation endorses “GeoHistory Map”
By Leo Delaney

The Jeanie Johnston Foundation has been collaborating
on a new progressive teaching tool for history across
Canada and is proud to endorse MPO’s groundbreaking
application. 
MPO Educational Enterprises, a small Canadian
business, has created a new innovative application
called “GeoHistory Map” that helps teach history and
geography using Google Maps. This application has
hundreds of Canadian historical events, each of which
contains images or videos, animations, descriptive text
and links to reputable historical websites, such as Parks
Canada, the Canadian Museum of History and more. It is
September 2017

the first time we are able to geographically contextualize
historical events in time and space! This permits us to
easily compare historical events to one another and link
them together allowing us to learn history in an intuitive
and interactive way instead of trying to remember events
independently one by one. With a free demo available at
educationalmaps.ca, users can see for themselves how
easy it is to learn history!
The Jeanie Johnston Foundation’s latest “THE CANADA
TIMES NEWSLETTER” features an article on the famine by
Professor Christine Kinealy, “Following the steps of hope
and hunger along the National Famine Walk”.
https://www.jeaniejohnstoneducation.com/newsletter
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By Martina Branagan

Members of Ciné Gael had the pleasure of of Canada’s First Responders who knew nothing about
meeting with Director Kevin Moynihan, NDG local, after how typhus spread or its 10-day incubation period,
his 47-minute documentary film “The Famine Irish and those compassionate, courageous and selfless doctors,
Canada’s First Responders” was shown at Hurley’s on the orderlies, nurses, religious sisters, clergy and politicians
13th September 2017 at 18:00. Such a humble gentleman, like the Mayor of Montreal, who died in the fever sheds
he was genuinely pleased at the wonderful applause of of Montreal, serving the tens of thousands of tired and
appreciation his film received from the packed audience. gravely ill Irish migrants. He likened their response to
During the question and answer period which those who cared for victims of Ebola or SARS and spoke
followed, moderated by Ciné Gael’s Tim Hine, everyone of his absolute awe of the Grey Nuns, all thirty of whom
was thanked for coming, specifically the representatives offered a resounding “yes” to the call to service. Even
from Hydro-Québec. The religious sisters featured in the when he worked on editing the documentary at home,
film were also invited but offered their apologies as they he felt overwhelmed by the self-sacrifice and shed
were on retreat. People repeatedly congratulated Kevin, many tears in the process. It was “a labour of love “ for
expressing how they were moved by the film and were him and an honour as a Montrealer, to present this film
struck by the compassion of those who risked life and limb in the 375th year anniversary of his beloved city.  “Go
to care for Ireland’s refugees. Among the questions asked Habs, Go Als!”
During a conversation with four representatives
was “How did Toronto succeed in funding their wonderful
memorial?” It was explained that the Irish demographic is of the twenty strong Hydro-Québec team working on
quite different in Toronto with many young and wealthy the project beside the “Black Stone”, Marie-Claude
business people who provided financial support to Durand, Head of Community Relations, Montreal
supplement funding from other sources including the city who visited Grosse Île and the Irish Memorial National
of Toronto, Ontario and private donations. Someone in the Historic Site   with her colleague, Pascale Bolduc,
audience piped up “We want to build a bigger and better during the summer, reiterated her earlier message
park...” Another person queried ownership of the land that the company is committed to working with the
around the “Black Rock” and Fergus Keyes provided a quick Irish community, the city of Montreal and other levels
of government to organise an
synopsis of the origins of “Goose
official meeting “soon and get
Village” and specifically mentioned
things going for sure.”
the support of the First Nations for
the Montreal Irish Memorial Park.
So many stories wrapped up in
He went on to explain that the
a historical documentary told
“Black Rock” of 1859 was the first
in a human and humane way
monument to victims of the “Great
that enthralled its audience
Hunger” anywhere in the world,
while celebrating the effective
including Ireland and it’s high time
and self-sacrificing response of
that we restore the sacredness of the
Canada at Grosse Ile, Montreal
burial site and restore to memory,
Victor Boyle, Kevin Moynihan, Fergus Keyes
and
Toronto and at the same
the overwhelming response to the
and Tim Hine
time echoing a per tinent
call to serve the refugees. And yes,
the Montreal Irish Memorial Park team has had a “meet- message for our times in the words of Dr. Christine
and-greet” with Hydro-Québec and is looking forward Kinealy “When my ancestors were in need, when
to an official meeting in the near future in spite of the the Irish were in need, they were welcomed by the
Canadians, at great risk to themselves. And I think the
upcoming elections.
When asked why he felt compelled to make lesson is there today, when other people seek help from
this story known in 2016, Kevin explained that while, for us, we should do no less.”
example, Syrians and Haitians were feeling and being
displaced, he wanted to show how welcoming Canada was The film is available online for students of Irish history:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDVVXc7UZ6k
in 1847 during its first refugee crisis. With the backdrop
of Canada’s 150th Anniversary, the 100th Anniversary of Learn more about Ireland Park Foundation’s second
memorial in Toronto, due to open in 2018:
the Easter Rising and the 375th Anniversary of Montreal,
https://vimeo.com/211483967
which played a leading role in welcoming the displaced and
Visit Michael Collins’ “The Irish Diaspora Run” at
dispossessed Irish Famine refugees in the summer of 1847,
https://www.facebook.com/irishdiasporarun2016/
he specifically sought to celebrate the welcoming response
13
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News from the School of Irish Studies at Concordia University
By Marion Mulvenna, Irish Studies

Canada’s First-ever Fulbright Canada scholar in Irish Studies has arrived in Montreal
Hosted by the School of Irish Studies, Southern Illinois University PhD graduate Susanne Cammack will spend nine
months researching feminism and material culture in early 20th-century Irish literature at the School of Irish Studies,
Concordia University.
“We are delighted that Concordia will host the first ever Fulbright Canada scholar in Irish Studies at a Canadian
university,” says Michael Kenneally, principal of the school.
Through its highly competitive bi-lateral academic exchanges, Fulbright Canada provides scholars with the
opportunity to conduct research, lecture or enrol in formal academic programs. With more than 350,000 Fulbright
alumni in more than 160 countries, the Fulbright program is the gold standard in academic exchange and a leader
in public diplomacy.
“This is an opportunity to collaborate and convene with brilliant minds in this field,” said Cammack. “I expect that
through an exchange of ideas with the faculty and students, my project will gain significant nuance and depth that
would otherwise be missed.”
During her stay at Concordia, Cammack will participate in the School’s second annual Irish Studies Graduate
Conference, offer a series of seminars to Irish Studies graduate students and give a public lecture.

Visiting scholars
Professor Maureen Murphy, co-director of the undergraduate Irish Studies minor
at Hofstra University in Long Island, New York, is the Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar
at the School of Irish Studies for fall 2017.  While at Concordia, Professor Murphy
will give a public lecture and teach two courses, Highlights of Irish Literature and
Irish Mythology and Folklore.

Dr. Maureen Murphy

Congratulations to Emer Nic Labhraí, who has been chosen as Teagascóir Gaeilge for
the 2017/18 academic year at the School of Irish Studies to teach two Irish language
courses.  Her position as junior visiting scholar is jointly funded by the Ireland Canada
University Foundation and the School of Irish Studies.  Emer will also be the Irish
teacher for Comhrá, the Montreal community organization for those interested in
learning the Irish language.

Irish Playwright Marina Carr presents
for the Writers Read Series
Marina Carr will give a presentation and discussion on
November 3rd, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
This event is free and open to the public.
Where:   York Amphitheatre (EV 1.605), Engineering,
Computer Science and Visual Arts Integrated Complex
(1515 St. Catherine W.), Sir George Williams Campus,
Concordia University.

Peter Behrens to give a Reading this Fall
Governor General award-winning author and Montreal
born Peter Behrens is the current Mordechai Richler
Writer-in-Residence at Concordia University.   He will
be reading from his work at the School of Irish Studies
sometime this fall.
September 2017

Courses in Irish Studies
Concordia University
FALL 2017
Introduction to Canadian Irish Studies
The Irish Home: Food, Space and Agency
Irish Literary Revival
The Irish in Montreal
History of Ireland
Classics of Irish Theatre
The Troubles in Northern Ireland
Sexualities in the Irish Diaspora
Irish Cultural Traditions in Quebec
Highlights of Irish Literature
Irish Mythology and Folklore
Celtic Christianity
Irish Language & Culture I
Irish Language & Culture II
14

Laurie McKeown

Twelve of the top women’s rugby teams in the world descended on Dublin and Belfast this
past August as Ireland hosted the 8th Women’s Rugby World Cup 2017. This event was the
catalyst for our trip to Ireland, an opportunity to support our son’s girlfriend Brianna Miller,
who plays scrum half for Canada. Our group of 14 family and friends joined over 200 Canadians,
who made their way over to the Emerald Isle to cheer on Canada’s top 28 female rugby players
in the hope of bringing back the nation’s first gold medal. For myself, the trip was threefold,
first the excitement of watching excellent rugby, second as a student at Concordia University
pursuing a B.A. in Irish Studies, this was the ultimate field trip and thirdly this was a chance to
explore the country of my paternal great-great-grandparent’s birth.
Canada played its first three “pool” games in Dublin at University College Dublin (UCD). It was a tough pool
for Canada, ranked #3 in the world, which also included #2 ranked New Zealand. Canada won its opening game
against Hong Kong, 98-0 and squeaked out an error-filled win over Wales, 15-0 before dropping their third game
against a very strong New Zealand team, 5-48.
Between games, we explored Dublin’s vibrant pubs and historical sites, such as the General Post Office,
Kilmainham gaol and Trinity College to name a few and also took the opportunity to travel outside the city as well.  
Our first undertaking was mastering the art of driving on the left side of the road. City driving was a beneficial warmup for the more skilful driving on the narrow roads in the country! Our first visit was to the quaint town of Kilkenny
where we took in a tour of the Smithwick’s brewery, followed by lunch at the historical Kytelers Inn, which offered
free bodhrán lessons. As the story goes, Alice le Kyteler was an accused witch and originally owned the inn in 1324.  
After staying at a charming B&B near Tipperary that served the best Irish breakfast of our trip, we headed down to
Cork then back up to Dublin for the final pool game.
Back in Dublin, family and friends were invited to the official residence of our Canadian Ambassador, Kevin
Vickers.  Glanmire House is nestled in an old part of Dublin and was the former home of the Irish Revolutionary,  
Patrick Pearse, who was executed after the 1916 Easter Rising.  We finished off our last night in Dublin at a small pub,
which featured local musicians playing traditional Irish music and singing old Irish ballads.
We drove west to Galway for a few days before heading up to Belfast for the final games. Upon visiting
The Burren National Park and the Cliffs of Moher, I couldn’t help but be reminded of the cliffs of Cape St. Mary’s in
Newfoundland: the same spectacular cliffs, same rocky terrain and the same foggy, wet weather!
Canada’s final two games in Belfast were played at Queen’s University. In their second match with Wales,
the Canadian squad came out with fierce determination, proving that they were a more skilled team than in the
previous game and defeated the Welsh 52-0.  Canada’s last game was for 5th place against Australia.  The Aussie’s
came out strong but the quickness and fitness of the Canadian squad saw them handily come out with a 43-12 win.
Our six days in Belfast allowed us to explore this humble yet divisive city.  I highly recommend the ‘Political’
walking tour of Belfast. It was a three-hour tour of the city on both sides of the Peace Line with ex-political prisoners
from both communities, who shared their personal stories and explained their role in the history of “The Troubles.”  
The Titanic museum is a must for anyone visiting Belfast. The interactive galleries allow you to explore the shipyards
and explain the significance of this industry. One of the highlights of our trip was spending a few hours in the Belfast
Linen Hall Library, which is the oldest library in Belfast, dating back to 1788.  It is the leading centre for Irish studies in
Northern Ireland and holds material dating back as far as 1738.  It was here that I found information confirming the
emigration of my great-great-grandfather John McKeown, a linen weaver, who was aboard the ship, “The Marianne”
which left from Belfast in 1848.  He was listed in Vol. III of the Famine Immigrants 1846-1851.
We were charmed with the people of Ireland, such warm and welcoming people. They should be very proud
of hosting such a successful event on the world stage.  Bravo Ireland and bravo to Canada’s Rugby Team for such an
amazing tournament and a result to make us feel proud!
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The great Summer 2017 asylum-seeker influx
By Stephen Fogarty, immigration attorney

The main event in Canadian immigration this
summer has been the significant jump in refugee claimants.
This trend has three important backstories.
The first backstory is fear. The Summer 2017 wave
of asylum-seekers has been overwhelmingly Haitian in
origin. Following the massive 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the
US federal administration granted a temporary reprieve
against removals back to Haiti. This benefitted both those
who had already ventured to the US without status prior
to the earthquake, and the many more thousands who
had made their way to American soil thereafter. In recent
months, President Trump had repeated prior statements
that his intention was to cancel the removal moratorium by
January 2018. Seeking an alternative to this uncertain future,
during July and August, approximately 8,000 persons
crossed over our borders from the United States seeking
asylum. But why suddenly come to Canada?
The second backstory is hope. On January 28, 2017,
only a few days after Mr. Trump’s inauguration as president,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, issued this Tweet: “To those
fleeing persecution, terror & war, Canadians will welcome
you, regardless of your faith. Diversity is our strength
#WelcomeToCanada”.
W h e n
fear meets
hope, people
naturally
gravitate to
the latter. The
problem is
that this hope
was coupled with lack of knowledge about Canadian
laws, and rumour mongering on the Internet. Thousands
were convinced (or convinced themselves) that Canadian
immigration rules have been flung aside in favour of an
open-door policy. Many are arriving here thinking they are
automatically entitled to Canadian permanent residency.
They are also not aware that the Canadian government
cancelled our suspension of removals back to Haiti effective
August 2016.
So, the third backstory is legal reality. Legal rules
cannot be set out fully in 140 characters in a Tweet. Although
Canada has a very generous refugee policy, as stated on the
official webpage of the Immigration and Refugee Board,
there are strict criteria to be granted protection by Canada.
“You can be given refugee protection in Canada if
you meet the United Nations (UN) definition of a Convention
refugee, or if you are a person in need of protection. The UN
defines Convention refugees as people who have a wellfounded fear of persecution because of their race, religion,
nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular
September 2017

social group. Membership in a particular social group can
include, but is not limited to, sexual orientation, gender
identity, domestic violence and HIV status. Persons in need
of protection must show that if they return to their home
country, they will face a danger of torture, a risk to their life
or a risk of cruel and unusual treatment or punishment.”
PM Trudeau said during a press conference held in
Montreal on August 23, 2017, the Canadian government
intends to ensure that the integrity of Canada’s refugee
system is maintained, and that all required formalities are
rigorously followed.
What does this mean? The fact a person may face
economic hardships, or difficult social circumstances, in
their country of origin, does not make them a refugee
under international conventions or Canadian law. In
addition, persons whose claims for protection are refused
normally will be required to return to their country, even
if the process takes several years.
Statistics have shown an acceptance rate of about
50% for refugee claimants from Haiti. It is likely this figure
will decline when all the new Haitian cases are finalized,
since most of these persons had been in the USA due
to circumstances following a natural disaster, the 2010
earthquake, which is a humanitarian relief issue, but not a
question of persecution as refugees.
As of the date of this revised article, September
5, 2017, President Trump announced termination of the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals or DACA program,
to be phased out over a six-month period, unless the US
Congress were to decide to implement legislation to create
a similar program. DACA, which had been instituted by
President Obama in 2012, protected approximately 800,000
persons against removal from the USA. These persons
initially arrived there without legal status as minors, mostly
coming from Mexico and Central America.
The coming weeks will show us whether yet
another wave of asylum-seekers makes its way to Canada’s
borders from the United States. How will all of this affect
our overall immigration system, including processing
delays? That will be a topic for an upcoming article, as it
will be of immediate importance for our Irish community.
Stephen Fogarty is an attorney assisting clients to
secure a better future in Canada, in Canadian citizenship
and immigration applications, as well as providing
special legal services for musicians, at Fogarty Law Firm
in Montréal. His law firm’s website is www.fogartylaw.
ca. The views in this article are Stephen’s alone and not
those of any other person or organization. This article is
for information purposes only and is not intended to give
or to replace legal advice. An earlier version of this article
appeared as a blog on the Firm’s website.
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Tara Golf Assoc. Presidents Trophy & Aer Lingus Competition
By Ann-Mary Butts

Many Irish Societies and Associations will be competing once again this year for the
prestigious Aer Lingus Trophy at Tara Golf Association’s end of season golf tournament
and banquet, September 30th, 2017 at the Caughnawaga Golf Club.   

NUACHT

Around Town

Will Tara Golf retain the Trophy or will there be a new Champion?    
Find out in the next edition of Nuacht.   

Launch Party - UBC Press & MacLeod 9 Productions
UBC Press and MacLeod 9 Productions is happy to announce
the launch of “Griffintown: Identity and Memory in an Irish
Diaspora Neighbourhood” by author Matthew Barlow and “The
Griffintown Tour & Guidebook – an online self-guided tour and
guide of Montreal’s historic Griffintown neighbourhood” by film
director G. Scott MacLeod with original music by Rob Lutes.
The launch is scheduled for September 21, 17:00-19:00 at
Hurley’s Irish Pub (2nd floor), 1225 Crescent St., Montreal.
For further information, please contact MacLeod 9 Productions,
514-487-8766 or macleod_nine@hotmail.com

Grosse-Île: The Musical
“Grosse-Île: The Bilingual Musical” will be performed
at the Oscar Petersen
Concert Hall in Montréal
on the following dates:
October 27, 28 and 29 as
well as November 3, 4
and 5, 2017.  This original
piece, written by Québec
authors, tells the story of
Irish refugees who fled
the great famine in Ireland
in 1847 for the hope of
a better life in Canada
through the Grosse-Île
gateway.
To book your tickets:
https://lepointdevente.com/billets/grosse-ile04
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Celtic Harmonies International Festival
World-Class
Musicians from
Ireland, Scotland,
Brittany, the USA,
Canada’s East Coast,
and Québec will
converge on the
Eastern Townships
for nine days of
wonderful music,
workshops, dancing
and culture, from
September 30 to
O c t o b e r 8 2 017
inclusive.
To download the brochure or book your concerts, visit
http://www.celticharmonies.ca
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Fête familiale irlandaise de Saint Colomban
By Chris Phelan

The motto of the first “Fête familiale
irlandaise de Saint Colomban” held in
2015, “Nos racines, notre fierté” (Our
roots, our pride) goes far to explain the
theme underlying what has become
an annual festival celebrating the
town’s Irish roots.  The community has
always had a special place in its heart
for the Irish settlers who founded it
in the early 19th century.  Only this winter, a number of
representatives of the Irish Community were invited by
the mayor, Jean Dumais, to celebrate the naming of a
new street, “Rue des Irlandais”. The mayor is passionate
about the shared French / Irish history of Saint Colomban
and recognises the many common issues shared by both
groups of settlers over the years.  

honour of Hall. Many of the historical exhibits were created
by Claude Bourguignon, a local historian whose archives
and collection have been a major factor in the preservation
of the local Irish heritage and who, along with the mayor,
is central to all things Irish in Saint Colomban.

I can’t emphasize enough the inclusive and
joyous nature of this event. Less than an
hour away from Montreal, it is a wonderful
day of Irish music, dance, discovery and
fun with a unique French-Canadian twist
to be enjoyed by all members of the
family. It runs through the day and into the
night. This year’s evening entertainment
was a local “Flogging Molly” Irish tribute
band called “Seven Bags of Bricks”.
So keep an eye out next August for the
day and date of the 2018 “Fête familiale
irlandaise de Saint Colomban”.   Then,
bring your lawn chair, camera and family
to Phelan Park for a great day. I strongly
recommend it.

Mayor Dumais welcomes the Hall family in front of the family house

What has become the “Fête familiale irlandaise” is a joyous
family-friendly celebration of Irish history, dance, art, reenactment and music mixed in with bouncy castles, games,
corn boils, Guinness and food trucks.  Held under blue skies
in Parc Phelan, a place dear to my own heart, this year’s
fête centered on one of its favourite sons, Emmet Hall
(1898-1995), Supreme Court of Canada judge and public
policy advocate. Hall is considered one of the fathers of
the Canadian Medicare system. The town welcomed some
fifty of the descendants of the original Saint Colomban
Hall family from Canada and the USA with special exhibits
featuring the Halls. Mayor Dumais, speaking in French,
English and even a bit of Irish, welcomed the family,
informing them of his project to name a new school in
September 2017

Chris and Linda Phelan with an exhibitor who, coincidentally,
is wearing a festive dress that had been worn by one of the
Phelans of Saint Colomban
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By Martina Branagan

After many attempts to participate in the Irish
language and culture immersion week at the only
“Gaeltacht” outside Ireland which nestles in Erinsville, near
Kingston, we finally made it this August. That’s not to say
that I hadn’t been there before. I had.
I’d even been there for the official
opening 10 years ago, on June 16th.

at the camping site (continental and/or full breakfast,
as you desired), lunch at Beaver Lake (a variety of
sandwiches, raw vegetables, cakes…) and supper (bbq,
cottage pie, poached salmon, something different
every night and catered to
vegetarians…), mostly at the
camping site. No wonder the
concentration among the
learners was wonderful! How
could it be otherwise?

We were “keeners” as they say, all with
our reasons for going. The children
were really motivated to learn “Gaeilge”
There were two hours of
(Irish) because they hear it at home and
classes, each morning and
really want to know what we’re saying
almost every afternoon,
especially when they know they’re
except when we went on a
the subject of our conversations. They
tour of Kingston harbour by
already have the literal “cúpla focal”,
boat and a “treasure hunt”
a few words like “tuirseach” (tired).
   Kingston General Hospital Role in
of the city on foot, in search
Sporty as they are, they wanted to
Typhus Epidemic
of key places and “selfies” for
play Irish sports too. Then, workshops
incorporating Irish culture, what a bonus! Not to mention, posterity at those found “treasures”. A broad choice of
workshops took place morning and afternoon including
other children to play with – they were made, as they say.
harp, celtic knots, poetry writing, peil ghaelach (Irish
As for me, this was different. I’d be teaching every day, football), iománaíocht (hurling), “sean-nós” singing,
different groups, people I might know and newbies to “damhsa” (dancing) and more besides. And most
the language. No worries about the children as they’d evenings, a presentation at the camp followed by our selfbe occupied with different activities and I could focus on made concerts around the “tine chnámh” (bonfire) when
creating speaking opportunities or helping others to speak. we weren’t at the two events previously mentioned. Very
A whole week, camping in a tent trailer - we were thinking well organized and never a dull moment!
of buying one... And the idea of being in the fresh air among
The Mayo County Council sponsored three teachers to
“our own”, we took off with giddy hearts.
join the “foireann” (team of teachers from around Canada
Let’s not get into any talk about trying to leave Montreal and the U.S.) for the week. It was a pleasure to work with
via the 20 and 40 parking lots which cost us over an hour them - they were fun, knowledgeable and energetic. And
and twenty minutes, not to mention fuel and the damage as for the learners, I had a ball with them both inside
to the environment. It was as if the city didn’t want to lose the classroom and outside – they were enthusiastic and
such hopeful individuals!... But it was a lovely and enjoyable willingly joined in with the activies – I haven’t laughed
so much in such a long time.
drive after that intrusive bottleneck.
When we arrived, what struck us was the natural beauty of
the camping site – fields of undulating grass leading to a river
with quite a current. There were outdoor facilities – wooden
structures for “mná” (women) and “fir” (men) as well as solar
powered “uisce te” (warm water) for showering, a “cistin”
(kitchen), a “seomra ite” “dining room”, a “seomra cur I láthair”
(presentation room), all “marquees”
and the fun “tine chnámh” which we
enjoyed almost every night (except for
the “Salty Dogs” concert and the “Céilí
Mór” on the last night at the Legion.
The food, mostly prepared by
volunteers (we had two meals in
the local Legion) was “den scoth”
(excellent) – healthy, wholesome and
delicious – better than any hotel I’ve
dined in and trust me, I’ve travelled
extensively with work… Breakfast was
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For our children, it was a life-changing and terrific
experience! They acquired quite a bit of vocabulary, are
able to remember ditties but most of all, they had the time
of their lives making new friends in a safe and welcoming
environment that they want to revisit next year. As for
me, I can say from the bottom of my heart that it was
a week well-spent where I
so enjoyed myself that I felt
“cumha” (lonesomeness,
homesickness) afterwards,
for quite a few days. “Míle
buíochas as an gcuireadh,
a Arailt!”

Hardy walkers complete an 8-km walk
Neighbourhood knows we’re there!

Visit Gaeltacht Thuaisceart
an Oileáin Úir:
http://www.gaeilge.ca
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Fun and learning at the Gaeltacht
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Another bloomin’ Bloomsday!
By Lesley Regnier, photos by Thomas Bock – Thomas Bock Creative

2017 marked the sixth anniversary of “Festival Bloomsday
Montreal”, a remarkable achievement for the small group
of devoted organizers, as recognized by no other than
Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian on behalf of the
Lord Mayor of Dublin and Mark Traynor, Director of the
James Joyce Centre who sent a 3-minute video greeting
“With Love from Dublin” wishing the group all the best
for a successful Bloomsday Festival.  See it on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9-f5nXP_QU

It would be easy to think that everything that could be
said about James Joyce and Ulysses has been said but,
as pointed out by Dr. Michael Kenneally, Principal and
Chair of Irish Studies, Concordia University, who was the
keynote speaker at the lecture given at the Jewish Public

Library (JPL), even the most ardent Joycean reader can still
benefit from another introduction to “Ulysses”. And this
was borne out in particular at the readings at Westmount
Library on June 16, when chosen passages of the book came
vividly to life in the hands of the enthusiastic interpreters.
The six days of events included a tour of Irish Montréal with
Donovan King, pub meals with a quiz or Irish music, storytelling, a dramatic reading by actress Kathleen Fee from
the very last chapter of Ulysses, Molly’s famous soliloquy,
and more. What with “Festival Bloomsday Montréal”, the
St. Patrick’s Day parade, and our community’s numerous
other events, the contribution and presence of the Irish in
Montréal continues to be felt and enjoyed by all cultural
communities!

“The Opening” at Palco Bar in Verdun
September 2017
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“Thanks to everyone who
made this year’s festival
a Joy(ce)ful week!”

Dr.  Kenneally at the JPL delivering his Ulysses talk

Festival organizers at the JPL event with
the Irish Ambassador to Canada, Jim Kelly, beside “Molly Bloom”

Bloomsday Readings, Westmount Library

Bloomsday cultural exhibit

Kathleen Fee reading the Molly Bloom soliloquy
in the Irish Embassy Pub

2018 Festival Bloomsday Montréal
set for June 13-16
We will continue to update you in “Nuacht”.
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“Growing up Irish” at the Atwater Library
September 2017
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“Bloomsday 2017 was a hit!”
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John Lemieux - Rest in Peace
By Scott Phelan

It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing, on
July 15, 2017, of one of our long-standing Members, a long
-serving past Director of the St. Patrick’s Society and dear
friend of the Montreal Irish community, John Lemieux,
after a long and courageous battle with multiple myeloma.
John was born in Montreal on May 11, 1945 and attended
Loyola College where he graduated with a B.A. in 1966
and served as captain of the Loyola football team. John
subsequently graduated from McGill University and chose
law as his life’s work.
He joined what is now Dentons LLB where his areas of
expertise were corporate and commercial law. During his
time there, he acted as chief negotiator on behalf of the
Northern Quebec Inuit for the James Bay and Northern
Quebec Agreement. He also later served as CEO and
then, President of a Swiss-based multinational defence
systems manufacturer.  In 2012, John was honoured to be
appointed to serve as Honorary Consul of the Government
of Rwanda in Montréal.
John served as a Director of the St. Patrick’s Society for
many years and was always a positive and serious influence
on the Board. He was involved in the planning and
execution of many of our events and was especially keen
on the Annual Charity Ball, of which he was a past Patron.
He was often consulted on legal and financial matters by
the Executive and Board and was always generous with
his time and advice.
Personally, I had the pleasure of working with John on the
Board of Directors of St. Patrick’s when I first joined and I
also spent many enjoyable years with him on the Board
of Directors of the Loyola High School Alumni Association
where John was a Vice-President for a spell. He was also Cochair of the highly successful capital campaign at Loyola
in the late 1990s.

Photo: Concordia

He is survived by his spouse Luce Gilbert, and his children,
Jennifer (Clare), Kathryn (Navendu), Matthew and
Alexandra. He had three grandchildren, Jocelyn, Ashley
and Madison.
All of us in St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal wish to extend
our sincere condolences to the Lemieux family as well as
John’s many friends and colleagues on their sad loss.
May he long be remembered and may he rest in peace.
God speed John.
Concordia remembers his contributions in some articles:
• “Concordia mourns passing of John Lemieux - Proud
alumnus, dedicated volunteer and loyal supporter of
his alma mater”
• “John F. Lemieux” - https://www.concordia.ca/alumnifriends/applause/search/john-lemieux.html

Our winning losers

By Paul Dunne
I was listening to an interview with Micheál Martin (leader
of the opposition Fianna Fáil party) who apparently did
some boxing in his youth as preparation for political life
and the subject came up about the McGregor / Mayweather
encounter in August. No need to ask who he supported. I
doubt if there was a soul among the 70 million diaspora who
didn’t support the articulately mouthy Conor McGregor with
his over-the-top Irish patriotism. Mind you, if you watched
him on a channel that bleeped obscenities, you’ve probably
heard him speak no more than a half a dozen words in what
occasionally resembled English. Despite our new, carefullySeptember 2017

crafted, genteel image, like Leo, Conor brings the fighting
Irish back into the spotlight but in such a cartoonish way that
it doesn’t feel dangerous. Micheál professed himself to be an
Ali fan and not of Conor’s Mixed Martial Arts specialty which
he considers hyper violent and a bad influence on our youth.
However, his career earnings as a politician will probably never
match Conor’s one-night guaranteed purse of $30 million for
the unsuccessful Mayweather battle so maybe he should have
stuck with boxing.
It might also have been a gentler career than politics.
22

By Robin and Helen Brodrick

On July 8th, we said goodbye to Robert Brodrick. Rob passed
away on May 24th, with Helen, his wife by his side, but his funeral
mass was celebrated in July because his daughter, Robin was away
studying Irish in An Cheathrú Rua, Galway.

Rob and Helen at the SPS Charity Ball

Robert Brodrick was extremely proud to call himself a member
of the Montreal Irish community. He was an active member
for nearly 30 years, where he took on various roles like being a
Director on  the board of SPS for almost 10 years, a co-chair of the
SPS Christmas Concert with individuals like the late Pat Dunn, and
later with Sandy McDonaugh, to leading the SPS contingent in the
Annual Montreal St. Patrick’s Parade on St. Catherine Street and
winning the “Best Sister Society” Trophy in back-to-back years!
In recent years, he became actively involved with Innisfail Social
and Sports Club and was accepted as a lifetime member of SPS.

Rob was also involved in the NDG community at large. He was the Treasurer of Prevention CDN-NDG, an organization
whose values of compassion, community, responsibility and team spirit paralleled some of the values Rob held
close to his heart; love, family, and community.
His value of community service was something that he cultivated at an early age and eventually instilled in his
family and friends. He was always ready to lend a helping hand at whatever time of the day. He loved being an
active father in many of the activities Robin took part in. Several Victoria Day weekends were spent laying down
plywood after Robin competed in her first Feis many years ago, so that dancers could be safe when they competed.
He was active in many of the sports that Robin participated in and he was always happy to be surrounded by
friends and family.
Rob loved celebrating the holiday seasons with
his family and friends. He loved hosting Christmas
dinner where turkey, stuffing and all the fixings
were a staple. He also loved hosting Thanksgiving,
Easter and his favourite season of all, St. Patrick’s
celebrations. He had an open-door policy and
believed that if you were home alone and wanted
company, just pick up the phone and say “add
another potato to the pot, I’m coming over.”
Rob will be certainly missed by those who knew
him. He was a loving husband, father, brother
and friend. He was someone who spoke his mind
(whether you wanted it or not). He had a big heart
and cared deeply about the community around
him.

W

Rob, Helen and Robin at the 2010 SPS Wine Tour

e wish to thank the following who contributed articles and/or photos to this issue of NUACHT:
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Pat Short
Ken Quinn
Fergus Keyes
Ann-Mary Butts
Dave Shurman Robin Brodrick
Stephen Fogarty Wayne Hogan

Tim Hine
Paul Dunne
Helen Brockrick
Jim McDermott

Scott Phelan
Chris Phelan
Diane Guigire
Leo Delaney

Victor Boyle  
Paul Doyle
Rose Quinn
Caitie Moynan
Laurie McKeown Lesley Regnier
Marion Mulvenna
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Rob Brodrick: Husband, Father, Brother, Friend
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2017-2018  CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLÁR IMEACHTAÍ 2017-2018

DATE

EVENT

FURTHER INFORMATION

Sept 21

Community launch of www.griffintowntour.com at the http://www.le5ieme.com

macleod_nine@hotmail.com

Sept 22
Sept 26

Innisfail General Meeting at 7:30 p.m., NDG Legion on Addington & De Maisonneuve
gordonrose@videotron.ca
Irish Community “End of Summer Party”, Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop Street, starts 6 p.m.

Sept 30

Tara Golf Assoc. Presidents Trophy & Aer Lingus Competition, Caughnawaga Golf Club

Ann Butts: ann.butts@taragolf.ca

Sept 30

Celtic Harmonies International Festival - 9 days of music, workshops

www.celticharmonies.ca

Oct 3

Sacred Heart, 2nd “Open Day”, 16:00-19:00, 3635 Atwater (parking behind the school)

www.sacredheart.qc.ca

Oct 12

Trinity MBA Event, Hyatt Regency Montreal, 1255 Jeanne Mance St., Montreal, QC H5B 1E5

TheTrinityMBA@tcd.ie

Oct 21

Innisfail “Corned beef and cabbage” at 7:30 p.m., NDG Legion on Addington & De Maisonneuve

gordonrose@videotron.ca

Nov 2

St. Patrick’s Society A.G.M., T.B.D.

office@spsmtl.com

Nov 23

American Thanksgiving Dinner, Erin Sports, 1119 Hickson Ave. in Verdun. Contact: Dave Dubeau  

ddubeau7@gmail.com  or 514 894 6561

Nov 23

St. Patrick’s Society Lecture, Ambassador Kelly. Time and place to be confirmed.

cdnirish.fas@concordia.ca

Dec 8

Innisfail  “Christmas Party” at 7:30 p.m., NDG Legion on Addington & De Maisonneuve

gordonrose@videotron.ca

Jan 19

Innisfail “Kick-off Céilí” - members only - 7:30 p.m., NDG Legion on Addington & De Maisonneuve

gordonrose@videotron.ca

Mar 17

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Hudson

cunninghamspub@live.ca

Mar 18

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Montreal                                                                                                                              director@montrealirishparade.com

Mar 24

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Quebec city

fcribb@cribtec.com

Mar 25

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Chateauguay

gtkeenan61@hotmail.com

Jun 13-16 Bloomsday Festival Montreal

bloomsdaymontreal@gmail.com

On November 23, the Erin Sports Association is holding their annual
Informal Irish languages classes,
American Thanksgiving Dinner. One of two major fund raising events,
are held at Concordia, Monday
every dollar raised goes directly back to the community in the southwest
and Wednesday evenings, 7:45area including Christmas food baskets, a Xmas Party for needy children.
9:00 p.m. in room H1001.01 (10th
Tickets are $60 per person. There is also a raffle with great prizes and a
floor), 1455 de Maisonneuve W.
live auction (donations for the auction are greatly appreciated e.g. hockey
Beginners started Sept. 18, 2017
tickets, bottles of liquor etc.) Whatever way you participate, you are making https://www.comhra.org and Intermediate on Sept. 20, 2017.
Xmas a great deal more enjoyable for someone less fortunate.

FAMILy LAW

SoLUtIonS
en DroIt De
LA FAMILLe

AVocAtS
MÉDIAteUrS
coAchS

AttorneyS
MeDIAtorS
coAcheS

mceavocats.com
tel. 514.866.4666
fax 514.866.4667

“Follow Your Society!”

MCE_McConomy
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ANDREA T. BOBKOWICZ
1 Place Ville Marie, Bureau 1700,
Montréal, Québec H3B 2C1
Tel.:

514-871-4339
1-866-843-3088
Fax:
514-879-3873
E-Mail: andrea.bobkowicz@nbc.ca
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