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Thomas Mulcair, Chomedy MNA and
Quebec Environment Minister in the

recently minted Charest government, will
be the speaker at the St. Patrick’s Society
Annual Lunch on March 17, 2004. While
he joins an historic group of eminent and
memorable speakers and personalities, he
does have the distinction of also being a
long-standing member of St. Patrick’s
Society and an active member of its Board
of Directors, the latter until his
appointment to the Quebec cabinet.

St. Patrick’s Day lunch speaker:
Tom Mulcair, one of our own

Speaking Catholic
Council, a member of
the board of Opération
Enfant Soleil, a
certified trainer of
l ’ A s s o c i a t i o n
québécoise de hockey
sur glace and a member
of the board of the
Montreal School for the
Deaf .

Irish connections you
ask? Tom is the oldest
son in a family of ten
children, six sisters —
Colleen, Jeannie,
Deborah, Sheilagh,
Maureen and Kelly
and three brothers —
Peter, Daniel and Sean. His father, Harry Donnelly Mulcair,
was originally from Quebec City where cousins owned a
book shop. Tom’s great-grandfather, an immigrant from
Limerick in Ireland, arrived in Canada during the Great
Famine, and his grandfather, also Thomas Mulcair, had a
tailor shop on Notre-Dame Street in Montreal.

Tom’s mother taught for many years at Boys’ Farm in
Shawbridge. She is a direct descendant of former Quebec
Premier, Honoré Mercier. Tom and his wife Catherine, a
psychologist, have been married for 28 years and have two
sons: Matthew (25) a police officer in the Laurentians who
is also completing his studies in administration at McGill,
and Gregory (21), a third-year engineering student at McGill.

By Ned Eustace
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Tom Mulcair, MNA
Born in Ottawa in 1954, Tom Mulcair has
a hard-earned reputation for being
outspoken – a reputation which some said
made his cabinet appointment all the more
surprising. Elected as the member for
Chomedy four times, he was the industry
and commerce critic as well as Deputy
House Leader of the Liberal opposition
during the last PQ government. A
graduate of McGill University, he was
called to the bar of Quebec in 1979 and
has practised law in the private sector and
been a university professor at Université
du Québec, Trois-Rivières, and at
Concordia University.

Active in the broader community, he has
been a member of the board of the English

… has a hard-earned reputation
for being outspoken
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Walkers wanted for the Parade —
support SPS!

Rob Brodrick, a director of SPS, and our most successful
modern-day wrangler at roping in members and supporters

of SPS to march in the St. Patrick’s Day parade, wants to see
you out this year!

His lassoing skills speak for themselves. 2001 — 40 people and
one dog walked. 2002 about 75 walked and there were two in
strollers. In 2003, there were over 100, all self-propelled, no
animals in sight but there was one ex-Federal cabinet minister,
one about-to-be-created provincial cabinet minister and we won
a prize, the U.I.S. Sister Society Trophy.

Rob says: “I would like to see if we couldn’t increase our Walking
Walkers by about 20% and I’d like to see us retain the trophy —
one judge said he’d never seen so many people walk so straight!
We’ve got that great band, the Montreal Pipe and Drum Corps
again, playing Irish tunes, unlike some of the other musical groups
who’d have you think we’re all from the highlands in that other
Celtic place.”

The Holy Season, as some people like to call it, is upon us.
And we’re not talking about Lent. Every year, there seem

to be more reasons to celebrate our Irishness and they start
earlier and run longer. Innisfail Sports & Social Club were
first off the mark this year with their céilí on January 31st. As
President of St. Patrick’s Society, I am invited to all sister-
society functions and am more than pleased to accept on your
behalf. Actually, it’s a great way to beat the winter blahs.

Before I get carried away with all the celebrating, however, I
would like to thank Mary McGovern and her Christmas
Concert Committee for a job well done. The Orpheus Choir
provided great entertainment and had the audience on its feet
more than once singing, laughing and clapping. I would also
like to thank Sister Arlita Matte, CND, for allowing us to host
our annual Christmas Reception in the elegant parlours of Villa
Maria High School. Many of our guests had never had an
opportunity to visit this magnificent heritage building or to
learn of its 150-year history as a school for girls, both English
and French-speaking.

St. Patrick’s Society honours Montrealers of Irish descent in
various ways and this year is no exception. Our Luncheon
Speaker, Thomas Mulcair had to give up his seat on the Board of
Directors of the Society last year when he was appointed Minister
of the Environment by Prime Minister Jean Charest.  We are
delighted to have him back, if only for a day. Jim Cherry, President
of the Aéroports de Montréal did such a fine job fundraising for
the Society in 2002 that we have invited him back as Guest of
Honour at the Ball. Last year, Simon Potter so impressed us as a
witty, entertaining and informative luncheon speaker that we have
“rewarded” him with the job of Chair of the Patrons’ Fund for
this year’s Ball. Finally, our Community Award goes to Sister
Maura McGrath, CND, who does all Irish Montrealers proud
with her work of looking after the current generation of refugees.
Congratulations to them all.

It is also fitting to congratulate those honoured by our sister
societies. The United Irish Societies has chosen Bill Hurley
as Grand Marshall for the Parade, Georges Bossé as Chief
Reviewing Officer,  Tara Hecksher as Parade Queen, and Don
Pidgeon as recipient of the Simon McDonaugh  Humanitarian
Award. Erin Sports Association is honouring David O’Neill
as Irishman of the Year. All good reasons to celebrate, I’d say.

I would invite one and all to come to the Ball on Saturday,
March 6th, to the Luncheon on Wednesday, March 17th, and to
walk with the St. Patrick’s contingent in the Parade on Sunday,
March 14th. I am grateful to Alistair O’Hara, John Little, and
Rob Brodrick and their committees for ensuring that these
events come off without a hitch. I might mention that Maura
Druda has been busy once again making yet more sashes for
the walkers and a banner for the Ball and Luncheon. I also
recommend checking the calendar on the back page of
NUACHT and to try taking in as many events as possible.
Enjoy!

Patrick Dunn, February 16, 2004

A word from our President
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The weather co-operated (for once) and Saint
Patrick’s Basilica, its gates flanked by two huge fir

trees decorated with green Christmas lights, opened its
doors once again to the Saint Patrick’s Society for its
eleventh annual Christmas Concert. This year’s concert
featured the Orpheus Choral Group of Ottawa (on the
recommendation of the Society’s past-president Lynn
Doyle). Introduced by newscaster Carmel Kilkenny, the
choir of over fifty voices entertained with a full
programme of Christmas carols. The audience was
encouraged to join in a sing-a-long, at one point divided
into twelve groups for a rendition of The Twelve days of
Christmas (the Five Gold Rings section was particularly
fine!). The choir director Anne Axworthy brought her
exuberant personality to the evening.

The proceeds from the event fund the endeavours of the
Saint Patrick’s Society. This year, a special donation was
made to the Sun Youth organisation, in gratitude for the help
they extended to the families of two Irish rugby fans involved in
a tragic accident this past summer. The donation was presented
at intermission by the Society’s president Pat Dunn to Sacha
Anglarill who took care of the families on behalf of Sun Youth.

Concert helped families of last summer’s tragic accident

Our hard-working Committee deserves a special thanks, Joe Mell
and Carol Shaw, Rob and Helen Brodrick, Pat Gillan and Geri
Newell, Shawn McAlear, Kerri Smith, and Kevin Savor (who
played the Basilica’s organ before and after the concert).

Mary McGovern
Committee Chair

The Orpheus Choral Group of Ottawa

(from l. to r.) Matthew Barlow, Kathleen Dunn,
 Brad Kent, Patrick Dunn, and Cindy Durack

At theAwards Breakfast last
December, St. Patrick’s

Society scholarships were
awarded to three deserving
young people. Matthew
Barlow, recipient of $2,000, is
working on a Ph.D. in History.
For his dissertation, he is
examining notions of identity
and cultural space in Griffin-
town between 1860 and 1922.
He is particularly intrigued that
the Irish Catholics of that sector
of Montreal were Canada’s first
industrial working class. He
also notes that they were a
double minority in the city, both
within the Anglophone com-
munity on one hand and the Catholic community on the other.
Bradley Kent, who also received $2,000, is working on a Ph.D.

SPS would like to welcome its newest members: Louise
Abbott; Manon Amos-Bibaud; Moria Carley; Kathleen

Coull; Stephen Coull; Shaun Finn; Lewis Fitzpatrick; Justice
Charles Doherty Gonthier; David Hannaford; Peter G. Murphy;
Dennis Scully, Sheila Sheehan and Andrea Stanford. Any readers
who are interested in joining the Society are invited to contact
Doris Rooney at (514) 481-1346.

St. Patrick’s Society recognizes excellence in students

Condolences are offered to Patrick and Arthur Wickham
on the death of their sister, and to Margaret Carty on the

death of her mother. We also offer our deepest sympathy to
David Hannaford on the death of Elinor, his mother, and to
his wife, Sandy, on the death of her father, Allan Carson.

In Memoriam

in Humanities. The title of
Bradley’s dissertation is,
“Censoring Nationalisms:
Literature, Legislation and
National Identities in
Ireland, 1923-1958.”
Cindy Durack, given a
$1,000 award, is working
on an MA in English and
is interested in contem-
porary gender theories.
The representation of Irish
women in fiction by
Canadian authors is the
focus of her graduate
thesis. Using Jane
Urqhuart’s Away and Helen
Humphreys’ Afterimage,

she is examining issues of emigration and exile and questions of
race, class and gender.

New members since June 2003
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David O’Neill, a retired
Bell Canada employee,

would also qualify to be
named Montreal’s “Volunteer
of the Year.” No fund-raising
event, big or small, is too
much of a challenge. As Co-
Chairperson of the St.
Gabriel’s Restoration Project
(featured in NUACHT,
November 2003), David and
the committee helped raise
over $450,000 in a five-year
period. Also at St. Gabriel’s,
he assisted in organizing the
Garry Clahane Memorial
Golf Tournament which
raised $36,000 in the past six

years, and two cabarets (directed by Terry Clahane) that brought
in $24,000.

The list of organizations and events that benefit from his efforts
is endless: the “One Day at a Time Dance” (Chairperson — Linda
Healy-Prevost) for the Montreal Children’s Hospital Oncology
Department; the Queen of Angels Academy Foundation; REACH
School Annual Dance; annual golf tournaments — Frank
Napieracz and Paul Hennon Memorial, and the Irish Open; Grace
Church Soup Kitchen; and St. Gabriel’s Christmas Baskets. Add
to this, visits to hospitals and shut-ins, delivery of fruit and
vegetables to hospices, and serving as Sacristan at St. Veronica’s,
his local parish.

Born and raised in Griffintown and Point-St-Charles, David
cherishes his Irish heritage. Married to Linda and father of Mary
Kathleen (16), he now lives in Dorval where he finds time to
coach girls’ soccer!

Irishman of the Year: David O’Neill

David O’Neill

Congratulations, UIS: Queen’s Selection Evening a great success

A year ago, I promised I would return to the Delta Hotel
for the 2004 Queen’s Selection Evening. I did and have

no regrets. UIS organized an event that was enjoyed by over
700 guests and the four hours passed all too quickly.

Following the piping in of the
dignitaries and special guests, Colleen
Murphy introduced the seven judges
and Sheila Showers welcomed
everyone. Last year’s Grand Marshal,
Dr. Michael Kenneally, presented Bill
Hurley with the symbolic horse and
then sashed him. Unfortunately, Chief
Reviewing Officer, Georges Bossé
was unable to attend.

During the evening, the presentation
of the 26 contestants was interspersed
by entertainment. We enjoyed the
Marie-Claude Rousseau Irish Dancers;
solos by Catherine Richards, Francis
Baddeley, Patrick O’Connell, and Fr.
Tom McEntee; jokes delivered by
Ryan Murphy and Jeff O’Brien; the
incredible tap dancing of the Klaxson
Tap Dancers; and the warm, vibrant singing of the Melotonz.

However, for me at least, the main attraction was the selection
of the Queen and her court. The talent exhibited by the young
women was awesome. Each of them spoke with confidence
and showed great poise. Many were McGill or Concordia
students who also had time for volunteer work and leisure
activities. After the preliminary presentations, the judges chose
ten semi-finalists based on stature, public speaking ability,
self-portrait, and personality. Then followed the delivery of
their prepared speeches that covered topics ranging from the

Jeanie Johnston to the relevance of Griffintown. Next the judges
chose the five finalists each of whom had to respond to a question
posed by the judges — not an easy task!

When the Queen was announced, no one
was surprised. Tara Hecksher (Dublin) was
everybody’s favourite if the applause that
greeted her was any indication. This
talented and attractive 21-year-old was
born to an Irish father and a Nigerian
mother. From the moment that she stepped
on the stage, she earned the audience’s
respect. Her chosen topic was the effect that
Mary Robinson has had in the United
Nations’ humanitarian efforts. Tara is
currently studying international develop-
ment and economics at McGill, a university
she selected partly because of its lacrosse
program and the fact that it’s located in
Montreal, our cosmopolitan city. She is
currently on the executive of the African
Students’ Association and the Hip Hop
Club (a favourite pastime is dancing!).
When she’s not studying, Tara serves as a
volunteer at St. Patrick’s Basilica. As the

first black St. Patrick’s Parade Queen, Tara will delight the crowds
with her infectious smile and warm personality.

The four princesses who make up the balance of the court have
to be congratulated too. They are: Theresa Casey (19) — Cork/
Limerick; Jessica Earley (23) — Mayo; Marie Lortie (21) —
Cork/ Antrim; and Melissa Proietti (21) — Antrim.

Finally, a word of thanks to the United Irish Societies of Montreal
for their fine teamwork in organizing a most entertaining evening.

Tara Hecksher

By Anne Forrest
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Bill Hurley was born in Lake
of Two Mountains. His Irish

ancestry stems from Counties
Cork and Donegal. He attended
Concordia University graduating
with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Commerce. He worked as a
financial planner for several
years and on July 17. 1993,
opened Hurley’s Irish Pub. On
June 2nd, 2001, he married his
wife Irene.

Mr. Hurley has always had a passion for his cultural roots and
traditions and his Pub is considered an institution in Montreal
which has been, from its onset involved with the Celtic
community in Montreal, in particular with the Irish.

Mr. Hurley established a memorial tribute to his aunt, Mary
Hurley, by arranging for an Annual Scholarship in her name in
the Canadian Irish Studies Program at Concordia University. He
has also given of his time to be a Judge at the Annual Selection
of the Queen and Court of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

He is always willing to donate his time, energy and resources to
events and programs by providing: a float in the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade; his staff and musicians at the St. Patrick’s Ball and
the Ville Marie Feis; and staff, food and quaff in his Pub Tent at
the 78th Fraser Highlanders’ “Night under the Stars,” Montreal
International Celtic Festival and the Montreal Highland Games.

His hobbies include celtic music, golf and travel. As an avid
golfer, he won the Memorial Cup at the Irish Open Golf
Tournament in 1992 and has traveled to Ireland on several
occasions.

Don Pidgeon is a Griffintown
boy who has been involved

in the Irish community and
heritage from his early youth. He
comes from a family that is
involved in charitable and
humanitarian endeavors. He has
two sisters, Thelma and Rita, as
well as a brother William (Bill)
who was honored in 1996 with the
Simon McDonaugh Award.

Don has been active in the St.
Ann’s Young Men’s Society,  United Irish Societies of Montreal
Inc.,  Irish Committee for Grosse Île,  Knights of Columbus and
St. Patrick’s Soup Kitchen.

He successfully negotiated improvements at the Black Stone
Monument on Bridge Street, has helped many students doing
“papers” for their education, assisted writers and has written
extensively about local and North American Irish history. He
is also involved in bridging the lines of communication and
cooperation to the diaspora of the Irish worldwide. After the
passing of Liam Daly, he became involved in the Liam Daly
Endowment Fund of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation.

His great love is his family, his wife Nancy, children Jennifer
and Jim and granddaughter Romy. The opportunity to serve
the needy is of special importance. St. Patrick’s Soup Kitchen
is where you’ll find him most Fridays, serving coffee or meals
and helping in the kitchen with a wonderful group of
Volunteers.

In accepting this award, Don acknowledges his family, the many
colleagues and Simon McDonaugh who are an inspiration for
charitable endeavors supported in the community.

Bill Hurley named Grand Marshal of
2004 Parade

Simon McDonaugh Humanitarian
Award goes to Don Pidgeon

Georges Bossé was born in Pointe St. Charles and has lived
most of his life in Verdun. He and his wife Françoise have

a son, a daughter and one granddaughter, Charlotte. Mr. Bossé
studied at and obtained a degree from L’École des Hautes Études
Commerciales at l’Université de Montréal.

From the very start of his career, Mr. Bossé displayed outstanding
qualities that have won him the recognition and respect of his
peers. Profoundly involved in the Verdun community, he was
president of two major merchants’ associations and was elected
Mayor of Verdun in November, 1993.

Mr. Bossé has continued the Verdun traditions established for
over 70 years. Verdun has continued to be a part of the St. Patrick’s
Parade and in recent years has sponsored a commercial float in
the Parade. Mr. Bossé has also maintained the custom, which
dates back over 45 years, of holding the Reception for the Queen

Georges Bossé to be Chief Reviewing Officer 2004

and Court of the St. Patrick’s
Parade, held in City hall.

His involvement in the Verdun
community is extensive:
Chairman of the Board of
Centre Hospitalier de Verdun,
Manoir Verdun and Caisse
populaire Desjardins de
Verdun. His other benevolent
works include the Lions Club
and an active participation in
the Club Richelieu Verdun.

Mr. Bossé’s hobbies include downhill and cross-country
skiing, cycling and golf.

Georges Bossé

Bill Hurley Don Pidgeon
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Maura McGrath told NUACHT, “ Early on I thought I
would love to talk to Irish people about Refuge Juan

Moreno. They would recognize the deep connection with
human beings who have to flee their homeland.” Now she
will have her chance.  The Congregation de Notre Dame
(CND) sister and Montrealer of Irish descent will receive
the St. Patrick’s Society Community Award at the annual
luncheon on March 17th in recognition of her work with
refugees.

Sr. Maura found her calling in refugee work in 1990 by
following a long and winding road. It started when she
left a 15-year career in teaching and parish work in
Montreal and Quesnel, British Columbia, to move to a
CND mission in a small village in Guatemala in 1977.
She learned Spanish well enough to teach it to Mayan-
speaking students in a literacy program as well as to work
in religious education. It was
what she called “a profound
experience.” She found “their
faith was incredible” in a
place where poverty was a
way of life and justice
unknown. It left a deep
impression.

Upon her return to Canada in
1982, Sr. Maura spent the next
six years as parish assistant in
Trail, B.C. before taking a
two-year sabbatical to study
liberation theology, econom-
ics, non-violence and
spirituality at Regis College in
Toronto. She came back to
Montreal in 1990 prepared to
get involved in social justice
work. She started as a
volunteer for the Montreal City Mission, a United Church
outreach project for male refugees, and branched out on
her own in 1993. With the emotional support and financial
backing of the CNDs, she opened short-term housing for
refugee women and children and named it for one of the
six Jesuits assassinated in El Salvador in 1989. She told
the Montreal Catholic Times: “I have long been concerned
about people who are forced to leave their countries. I want
to offer them shelter, to get to know them, to hear their
stories and to experience their faith.” She has been doing
that on a full-time basis for over ten years now.

Since it opened in 1993, Refuge Juan Moreno has taken in
over 1,100 women and children from 37 countries. Now
Sr. Maura and her staff of ten cater mainly to the most
vulnerable: women alone, often pregnant, and
unaccompanied minors. Most are from Africa, the Middle
East, the former Soviet bloc, Mexico, Peru and Pakistan.

They are directed to Refuge Juan Moreno by social workers at the
CLSC Côte-des-Neiges. In addition to accommodations, they receive
help with paper work, appointments, lawyers, and finding low-cost
housing. The average stay is five to six weeks, until they receive
their first welfare cheque. The house is located at 3235 Sherbrooke
Street East, near Frontenac, and can accommodate 15 residents. There
are 13 there at the moment.

One of the earliest refugees described her three-week stay at Refuge
Juan Moreno for The Catholic Times: “It was a genuine home and I
felt safe and secure. Sr. Maura is understanding and helpful and
there is love in her heart. I feel as though she were my sister.”

In choosing Sr. Maura for the Community Award, St. Patrick’s
Society followed these guidelines:

1. To honour a person within the Irish
community who has served in low-
profile positions yet who has worked
wholeheartedly for the good of the
whole community.

2. To honour a Montrealer of Irish
descent who has assumed a broader
mandate to serve beyond the borders
of our local Irish societies. His/her
achievements bring honour to us all
and it is fitting that we acknowledge
such commitment.

Two Past Presidents of Ireland, Mary
Robinson and Mary McAleese, both
declared Ireland’s “union” with refugees
from all nations, their journey being a
repetition of the Irish exodus in the 19th

century. In serving the residents of
Refuge Juan Moreno, Sr. McGrath is not
only answering the Christian call to

assist those in need, but she is also fulfilling the Irish desire to
remember those who share this common history.

Sr. Maura is the oldest of eight children born and raised in Notre-
Dame-de-Grace. She attended St. Augustine’s elementary and high
school and St. Joseph’s Teachers College and entered the CNDs in
1962. Although they were not refugees, her father’s parents came to
Montreal from Sligo and County Clare in the early 1900s while her
mother and her family, also Irish, immigrated to Montreal after a
couple of generations in England.

Sr. Maura is a fine example of how we, as Canadians, like to see
ourselves as open and accepting and tolerant. We congratulate and
thank her for helping today’s refugees to prepare for life in their
new and often unwelcoming surroundings.

Maura McGrath to receive Community Award
By Kathleen Dunn

Sr. Maura McGrath, CND
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Jim Cherry is a Montréal native, a graduate of McGill
University and a Fellow of the Ordre des Comptables

Agrées du Québec.  As a Chartered Accountant his career has
involved senior management positions in the international
aerospace, defence and rail sectors. He joined Aéroports de
Montréal as President and Chief Executive Officer in June
2001 and is responsible for the management, operation and
development of Montréal-Trudeau and Montréal-Mirabel
international airports.

Jim is also a member of the Board of Directors of the
Foundation of the Saint Mary’s Hospital Centre and has served
in various capacities for several organizations such as
Concordia University, Centraide, Leucan and la fondation de
l’école nationale de cirque.  In 2002 as Patron’s Chair for St.
Patrick’s Ball he took on the daunting task of raising charitable
donations for SPS and was very successful in that role.

He is married to Dr. Jane Craighead and they have two
daughters, Kate and Julia.

SPS names James Cherry, F.C.A.
as ball Guest of Honour

Simon Potter returns to
St. Patrick’s Society in a new role

St. Patrick’s Society is delighted to have Simon Potter as
Chairman of the Ball Patrons in 2004. No stranger to the

Society, Simon was Guest Speaker at last year’s SPS Luncheon.

Born in London, England, his mother was a Delahunty whose parents
were born in Ireland. Like all ex-patriots, they were more Irish than
the Irish. His father,  a Londoner, had no choice but to succumb, so
Simon and his two siblings grew up in a home that was filled with
Irish music and culture.

The Potter family moved to Canada in1955 when Simon was
four and his parents were very impressed with Montreal and the
idea that their children could be educated in two languages. They
enrolled Simon at College Stanislaus for elementary school well
before it became the trend. He later went to Beaconsfield High
School when the family moved to the West Island.

Simon proved to be proficient in languages. In addition to English
and French, he speaks Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, German,
Mandarin and Vietnamese. He also has a good musical ear, which
probably explains the language skill, and has been teaching
himself to play the piano for the past six years, actually since his
11-year-old son Aidan started to take lessons.

He has a long list of professional credentials starting with a BA
in Liberal Arts from Dartmouth College, New Hampshire.  He
went to McGill for his law degree, was admitted to the Bar in
1975, and joined the law firm of Ogilvy Renault where he is now
a partner. He specializes in international trade, competition,
arbitration, and administrative law. Simon’s name is on the list
of Canadian experts eligible to sit on Binational Panels created
under the North American Free Trade Agreement to review
determinations of dumping and of subsidization and he has sat
on two such panels. He is a member of the Permanent Court of
International Arbitration in The Hague. Last year he was President
of the Canadian Bar Association after having served the
Association in various capacities for a number of years. He is a
past president of the Westmount Liberal Riding Association.

Perhaps because he is an immigrant, Simon loves Canada and
the idea that everyone is welcome and can celebrate their culture.

The lexicographer Dineen was once asked if the Irish
language had any words equivalent to the Spanish

“mañana” (meaning in the sense of putting something off
indefinitely). His reply was that there were several, but that
none had quite the same sense of urgency.

The following letter appeared in the October 2, 2003, Irish
Times.

Madam,
I have a notion that many of our
politicians think that ethics is a county
in England.

Yours, etc.

…seems it might work in Canada too!

How’s your sense of humour?
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M ontreal-based film
and television pro-

ducer Kevin Tierney is the
newly elected President of
the Board of Directors of the
Cinémathèque Québécoise.
Previously a four-year
member of the Board, last
year he chaired the CQ’s
40th Anniversary cele-
brations. Mr. Tierney is also
a member of the boards of
the Institut Nationale de
L’Image et du Son and the Canadian Film and Television
Production Association. His most recent production, CHOICE:
The Henry Morgentaler Story will air on CTV sometime in
2004.

Kevin is a long-time member of the Cine Gael Montreal
Committee and serves as a major resource person on the world
of Irish film. Thanks to his numerous trans-Atlantic contacts we
have enjoyed the presence of many excellent guests and indeed
have had a privileged insight into Irish cinematography that is
unique in North America.

Our congratulations to Kevin on this honour.

Cine Gael member, film and television
producer is honoured

CineGael got off to a great start in January with The Boys
from County Clare, directed by John Irwin, followed on

February 6th by John Lynch’s acclaimed Night Train (1998), a
mixture of crime and romance starring John Hurt, Brenda Blethyn
and Pauline Flanagan. On February 20th we have the winner of
the best first Irish feature at  Galway’s film Fleadh, Frank
Stapleton’s The Fifth Province — the province of magic and
possibility. This is a tale of romance and absurdity, of writing
and rain and Hitchcockian spookiness. On March 5th we will show
Alan Gilsenan’s fine 2002 documentary, The Ghost of Roger
Casement, a story of sex and politics and the infamous trial and
execution of the Irish rebel hero and the notorious Black Diaries.
Our evening of award-winning shorts on March 19th promises to
be a real treat as our choices this year come highly recommended
by The Irish Film Centre’s Sunniva O’Flynn, our ever-helpful
contact in Dublin.

I’m guessing that our Bloomsday Centenary Weekend will be
the highlight of the season. It’s not finalised yet as we have one
more film to choose as well as a special guest to confirm. On
April 2nd we have the documentary Bloomsday Cabaret (directed
by Rosemary House, 2004), the story of music in the life and
literature of James Joyce featuring a tour of Joycean Dublin in
the company of some intriguing characters. We also get a glimpse

Terrific line-up of movies at CineGael

of the Canadian Joycean scene as well as a wonderful musical
experience. Sean Walsh’s Bloom (2003), “a brilliant, witty,
innovative, imaginative and triumphant reinterpretation of Joyce’s
masterpiece,” will be shown on April 3rd. By all accounts it is a
visual treat, and the casting of Stephen Rea (Leopold Bloom) and
Angeline Ball (Molly Bloom) has drawn rave reviews from the
critics. We close with Liz Gill’s Goldfish Memory (2003), a light-
hearted look at love and romance in contemporary Dublin shot to
bring out all its romantic magic.

Check out our website www.cinegaelmontreal.com for details
of the time and place of our Bloomsday weekend reception and
closing reception.

Bon Cinema!
Dana Hearne

The Jim Sheridan film In America has received three Oscar
nominations; Samantha Morton for Best Actress, Djimon

Hounsou for Best Supporting Actor; and Jim Sheridan and his
daughters, Kirsten and Naomi, in the Original Screenplay
category.  And while there was disappointment that it didn’t win
a Golden Globe at the recent ceremony in Hollywood, another
Irish producer did win an award. Julie le Brocquy shared the
award for best foreign-language film for Osama, which tells the
story of a 13-year-old girl in Afghanistan. The film, which was
shot in Kabul after the fall of the Taliban, was a collaboration
between Ireland, Afghanistan and Japan.

Irish film nominated for an Oscar while
another shares in Golden Globe Award

Montreal GAA elects new committee

A t the Annual General Meeting of the GAA held in
December, 2003, the following executive positions were

filled:
President: Paddy Mahon
Secretary: Ann Carroll
Treasurer: Nigel Harney
Vice-President: Stephen Bourke

Also elected to the Committee were Christina Piamonte (Media/
Public Relations Officer) and Stephen Bourke (Men’s Football
Coach).

Kevin Tierney
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Without the religious orders, many of the Irish in Quebec
would not have survived, let alone flourished in their new

homeland. They owe an enormous debt to the Sulpicians, the
Jesuits, the Grey Nuns, the Sisters of Providence, the Sisters of
the Congregation of Notre-Dame, and the Christian Brothers.
Individually and collectively, the religious helped the Irish get
established here, creating special institutions for them, some of
which exist even to this day.

The most poignant evidence of this dedication came in 1847 when
seven Grey Nuns, four Sulpicians, three Jesuits, and three Sisters of
Providence lost their lives caring for the Irish victims of typhus at
the Pointe Saint-Charles sheds where 6,000 Irish immigrants died.

In fact, the work of the religious on behalf of the Irish here began
long before 1847. Three years after their official recognition in
1755, the Grey Nuns harbored Mrs. O’Flaherty and her little
daughter, Louise, later to become the first Irish nun here.

In 1843 in Montreal, the Grey Nuns established St. Bridget’s Home
for the Aged, now known as The Father Dowd Home. Sister
Catherine Hurley set up St. Patrick’s Orphanage in 1846 and the
Grey Nuns continued to operate it until 1944. They also provided
nursing staff for St. Mary’s Hospital from 1930 to 1943 when the
Sisters of Providence took over.

A Sulpician, Jackson Richards, began celebrating mass for the Irish
at old Bonsecours Church in 1817, moving to the larger Recollets
Church in 1830. With the help of Father Phelan, Father Patrick Dowd,
a Sulpician trained at the Irish College in Paris, took charge of St.
Patrick’s Church in 1848 and was unquestionably the spiritual leader
of the Irish for the whole of Montreal and much of Canada until his
death in 1891.

In 1833, Father Phelan and the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre-
Dame opened St. Patrick’s Academy for girls. St. Patrick’s School
for boys was started by the Christian Brothers in 1865. The Catholic
High School was founded in 1898, and Thomas D’Arcy McGee
High School in 1932. In 1848, a Jesuit, Félix Martin, opened Collège
Sainte-Marie, an institution which was to lead to the founding of
Loyola College in 1896. The latter has been part of Concordia
University since 1974. St. Patrick’s Basilica, St. Mary’s Hospital
and the Loyola campus of Concordia University each stand as

monuments to the dedic-
ation of religious orders to
the Irish of Montreal.

The Sulpicians
Founded in Paris in 1641
by Jean-Jacques Olier, the
Sulpicians were the
seigneurs of Montreal
from 1657 until the
conquest. In the mid-
1800s, one-third of the 60
Sulpicians in Canada were
Irish. In 1986, there were
130 Sulpicians in Canada,
representing more than a
quarter of the world total.

The Jesuits
Founded in Paris in 1534 by Ignatius Loyola, the Jesuits first
came to Canada in 1625. Banned by the English after the
conquest they returned in 1842 and founded parishes, schools,
and colleges. Of the 35,000 Jesuits world-wide in 1986, 687
of them were posted in Canada. There are some 235 Jesuit
colleges in the world.

The Grey Nuns
Founded in Montreal in 1731 by Marguerite d’Youville, the
Grey Nuns numbered 218 by 1871, about 50 of whom were
Irish. They looked after 4,912 orphans and 16,726 foundlings.
Marguerite d’Youville was canonized in 1991. By the mid-
1980s, there were some 4,000 Grey Nuns in Montreal , Ottawa,
Quebec City, Saint-Hyacinthe, and Pembroke.

The Sisters of Providence
Marie-Émilie Gamelin founded the order in Montreal in 1844.
She died of cholera in 1851. By 1986, there were 2,129 Sisters
of Providence in 159 communities in Canada and the U.S.

NUACHT would like to acknowledge Patrick O’Hara and thank
him once again for his permission to use the research that has
led to the development of this continuing series of articles.

By Shawn McAlear

Religious orders contributed to the survival of the Irish in Quebec

Ignatius Loyola

Once again, The Ireland Fund of Canada is offering a tuition
scholarship of up to $10,000 to a Canadian graduate student

who has applied to study at a recognized academic institution in
Ireland in the field of Irish Studies.  The deadline for applications
is March 31, 2004.

Information on the scholarship and how to apply can be obtained
from The Ireland Fund of Canada by writing to them at 67 Yonge
Street, Ste. 401, Toronto, ON M5E 1J8;  phone 416-367-8311; fax
416-367-5931; or check their website at www.irlfunds.org/canada

The Ireland Canada University Foundation (ICUF) will
be offering “short visit travelling scholarships” to enable

Canadian scholars to go to Ireland, starting next year.  For the
past ten years, the foundation — with the help of its sponsors —
has been awarding scholarships to bring Irish scholars to Canada,
in cases where their research relates to a topic of interest to both
countries. This coming year, with support from Canadian
companies and the charity Ireland Funds of Canada, it is intended
to arrange for an equal and opposite flow of Canadian scholars to
Ireland. Full details are available at http://www.icuf.ie

More scholarships offered for study in Ireland
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Geoff Moore, Chair of the Steering Committee for the
revival of the Irish TV program, made a presentation on

Wednesday, January 21st to the Council of Montreal Irish
Societies. Geoff went over the background to the project, what
the Committee had set out to accomplish, what they have been
able to achieve so far, and the action plan going forward.

Irish TV show update: community to approach the CRTC

With regards to background, CanWest Global Com-
munications acquired the broadcasting license for CJNT (the
home of the former Irish TV program) from the CRTC in 2000.
The Irish Community is presently having difficulty getting a
program on CH because part of their programming is reserved
for ethnic programming, where the Irish currently do not
technically qualify, and the remainder is up to the discretion
of CH, but is driven in large part through commercial
imperatives. According to the CRTC, “ethnic program” means
a program in any language that is specifically directed toward

Community channel reserved for
ethnic programming

any culturally or racially distinct group, other than those whose
heritage is Aboriginal Canadian, from France or from the British
Isles.

In early September, the Committee reconstituted itself with Ned
Eustace joining Dave Hannaford, Paul Loftus and Geoff Moore,
with Lynn Doyle and Elizabeth Quinn stepping down after having
helped out in the early stages leading up to the discovery of the
situation with the CRTC regulation.  Members of the Committee
spent the following pre-Christmas months researching and
discussing the issues with many people including past and current
representatives of the CRTC and representatives of CH. Ann
Adams, Neil McKenty, Bob McDevitt and many others have
provided important input along the way.

The homework phase being completed, the Committee is
embarking on a multi-faceted agenda in the new year, including
an upcoming approach to the CRTC, ongoing communications
with CH, and an examination of other potential alternatives
uncovered in the research stage. The Committee will continue to
provide updates through the Council of Montreal Irish Societies
and NUACHT, and welcomes direct feedback.
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Around town

Interested in learning more about your roots? If so, plan to attend
a seminar examining ways in which the internet can be used

to facilitate research on your Irish ancestors. Gary Schroder,
Quebec Family History Society President, will be the lecturer
and will delve into the genealogical internet resources on family
history research in Ireland and Northern Ireland. The lecture will
take place on Saturday, February 28, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the Quebec Family History Society Library, 173 Cartier Ave.,
Pointe Claire. Fee is $20.00. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact Susan Gingras at QHFS:
susangingras@videotron.ca.

Discover your Irish ancestry
through the Internet

On Saturday, February 28th, the Annual St. David’s
Society Ball will take place in the Opus Room of the

Delta Hotel, 475 President Kennedy. Tickets are now available
at $75:00 per person or $600.00 for a table of eight. Cocktails
will be served at 6:30 p.m. to be followed by dinner at 7:30
p.m. For more information, please contact Joanne Devlin (450)
464-7161 or devlinjoan@aol.com.

The Welsh celebrate in style

Thomas McEntee celebrates 50 years as priest

The Ancient Order of Hibernians are planning a gala event to
recognize the Golden Jubilee Anniversary of the Reverend

Thomas McEntee’s ordination to the priesthood. This will be held
on Sunday, May 30, at St. Ignatius of Loyola, 4455 West
Broadway, Montreal. Following a Mass of Thanksgiving at 5:00
p.m., cocktails and dinner will be served in the Church Hall at
6:00 p.m. A contribution of $50.00 is requested. Please RSVP to
Barbara Gale (514) 697-5689 or Kevin Muldoon (514) 939-9496.

Get into the St. Patrick’s spirit!

Come and celebrate St. Patrick’s festivities through song,
music, dance, storytelling and comedy with the Irish Sounds

of Quebec. This concert will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
February 27, in the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, Concordia
University (Loyola Campus), 7141 Sherbrooke West. A donation
of $10.00 is requested. Proceeds will be distributed to Dans la
Rue, the Old Brewery Mission and Mother Teresa’s Orphanage
(Calcutta, India). Tickets are available by calling Cathal Marlow
(514) 984-0180 or Flora Marlow (450) 477-9949, or by email at
cmarlow@sprint.ca.

A breakfast not to be missed

The annual Erin Sports Breakfast will take place on
Saturday, March 13 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. There is a

new location for this year’s event: the main concourse of
Windsor Station. To enter, use 1160 de la Gauchetière.
Irishman of the Year, David O’Neill, will be honoured at  the
breakfast. Tickets are available at $50.00 each and proceeds
will be donated to local charities. Please call Mabel Fitzgerald
at (514) 989-1539 to reserve your table for this 27th anniversary
breakfast.

Ghosts of Griffintown  still haunts us

Check out the listings on CFCF on a Saturday afternoon
around St. Patrick’s Day. Richard Burman has recently

submitted his film for closed-captioning and is looking for
sponsor(s) to help defray the costs he is incurring. He is also
looking for additional screening opportunities across Canada.
The complete transcript of the long version is now available
on his website: http://ourworld.cs.com/griffintowndoc .
Anyone interested in translating this is invited to contact
Richard at (514) 634-2155.

Annual pilgrimage to Grosse Île takes on a
different format this summer

St. Patrick’s Society, the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society,
and the Ancient Order of Hibernians are combining forces

for this July’s pilgrimage. Two options will be offered: a one-
day excursion to Grosse Île and a two-day trip (July 24 & 25)
that includes a walking tour of Irish Quebec City led by Marianna
O’Gallagher and joins up with the Sunday one-day trippers for
the crossing to the island. Space is limited and places will be
available on a first-come, first-served basis. More details in our
next issue of NUACHT.

Three “Big Nights” featuring traditional dances from
Ireland, Quebec, Scotland, Brittany and England are

scheduled during the next few months. The fun will take take
place on March 6, April 3 and May 1 at the Canadian Legion
Hall, 5455 de Maisonneuve w. (corner of Addington),
beginning at 8 p.m. Caller is Bill White and music is by The
Big Night Céilí Band. Everyone is welcome, beginners too.
For more information, call Bill White at 737-9222 or email
him at gwyllym@sympatico.ca.Or go to the internet and check
out www.rogermillington.com/bignight.

Dance the night away

Amnesty International has participated in the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade since 1998 and consider it to be one of the highlights

of their year. This independent, impartial human rights group
meets each month at the Downtown Y. Call Kit Dench at (514)
849-3129 for more information and be sure to cheer loudly as
they pass you by on March 14.

Amnesty International gets morale boost
from Parade involvement

Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce invites teams of four
to enter the first Annual Pub Quiz and compete for the Brian

McKeown Memorial Trophy. This will be held upstairs at
Hurley’s Pub on Tuesday, April 20, at 5:30 p.m., and admission
is $15.00 per contestant which will cover finger food and
prizes. Get your team together (give it a creative name such
as The Sporty Erins, The St. Patrick Pluggers, etc.,) and send
names of participants to gavin.r@sympatico.ca by April 13.
Meet new friends and come and have some fun.

Test your skills and win a prize!
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DATE EVENTS FURTHER INFORMATION

12 February, 2004

Feb. 16 UIS Annual Flag Raising Ceremony, Place Ville Marie, 11:00 a.m. Elizabeth Quinn(450) 672-5087
Feb. 16 St. Patrick’s Society Executive Mtg.,  5:30 p.m. /General Mtg, Hurley’s Pub,  6:30 p.m. Doris Rooney 481-1346
Feb. 27 Irish Sounds of Quebec, Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7:00 p.m., $10.00 Cathal Marlow 984-0180
Feb. 28 QHFS Genealogy Lecture, 173 Cartier Ave., Pointe Claire, 1:30 p.m., $20.00 Susan Gingras
Feb. 28 St. David’s Society Ball, Delta Hotel, 475 President Kennedy,  6:30 p.m., $75.00 Joanne Devlin    (450)464-7161
Mar. 5 Cine Gael 2004, The Ghost of Roger Casement, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 6 “Big Night” of traditional dancing, Canadian Legion, 5455 de Masionneuve, 8 p.m., $10 Bill White 722-1219
Mar. 6 St. Patrick’s Ball, Westin Chateau Champlain Hotel, $170.00 & $90.00 Doris Rooney 481-1346
Mar. 7 Annual Mass of Anticipation & UIS General Meeting, St. Gabriel’s Church, 11:30 a.m. Colleen Curran 481-4835
Mar. 13 Erin Sports Irishman of the Year Breakfast, Windsor Station, 9:00 a.m. Mabel Fitzgerald 989-1539
Mar. 13 Siamsa Céilí, NDG Legion, Addington/DeMaisonneuve, 8:00 p.m. Bill White 737-9222
Mar. 14 Green Mass, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 10:00 a.m. Mary McGovern 866-7379
Mar. 14 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, noon (director@montrealirishparade.com) Ken Quinn 932-0512
Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon, Hotel Bonaventure, $50.00 Doris Rooney 481-1346
Mar. 19 Cine Gael 2004, Evening of Award-Winning Shorts, De Sève Cinema, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 20 UIS Awards Banquet, Buffet Sorrento, LaSalle, $60.00 Beverly Murphy 694-0206
Mar. 20 Tara Golf Social, Blue Bonnets, Clubhouse Buffet John O’Shea 697-8889
Apr. 2 Cine Gael 2004, Bloomsday Cabaret, De Sève Cinema, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 3 “Big Night” of traditional dancing, Canadian Legion, 5455 de Masionneuve, 8 p.m., $10 Bill White 722-1219
Apr. 3 Cine Gael 2004,  Ulysses (d. Sean Walsh 2003), De Sève Cineman, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 19 UIS Mass for Deceased Members, St. Dominic’s (bus available), 8:00 p.m. Colleen Curran 481-4835
Apr. 20 ICCC Annual Pub Quiz, Hurley’s Pub, 5:30 p.m., $15.00 Diana James 845-0973
Apr. 24 Siamsa Céilí, NDG Legion, Addington/DeMaisonneuve, 8:00 p.m. Bill White 737-9222
Apr. 29 Cine Gael Closing Gala, Goldfish Memory, De Sève Cinema, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 1 “Big Night” of traditional dancing, Canadian Legion, 5455 de Masionneuve, 8 p.m., $10 Bill White 722-1219
May 10 St. Patrick’s Society Executive Meeting,  5:30 p.m., St. Patrick’s Square Boardroom Doris Rooney 481-1346
May 10 St. Patrick’s Society Directors’ Meeting,  6:30 p.m., St. Patrick’s Square Boardroom Doris Rooney 481-1346
May 22 Ville Marie 25th Annual Feis, John Rennie High School, Pointe Claire Pat Short 697-4343
May 22 Tara Golf, St. André Bob Batah 630-4482
May 30  AOH Annual Walk to the Stone (Bridge St. Monument) Kevin Muldoon 939-9496
May 30 Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr. Tom McEntee, St. Ignatius of Loyola, 5:00 p.m. Barbara Gale 697-5689
June 7 St. Patrick’s Society AGM, 6:30 p.m., St. Patrick’s Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
June 12 Tara Golf, Mountain Acres Bob Batah 630-4482
June 15 St. Patrick’s Society Annual Golf Tournament, Bellevue Golf Club, $110.00 Doris Rooney 481-1346
July 10 Tara Golf, Craigwood Bob Batah 630-4482
July 11 Tara Golf, Craigwood (Best Ball) Bob Batah 630-4482
July 24/25 AOH, SPS and IPBS Annual Pilgrimage to Grosse Île Tom Slater         (450)678-6213
Aug. 7 Tara Golf, Alburg (followed by Clubhouse Supper) Bob Batah 630-4482
Sep. 11 Tara Golf, Adirondack Bob Batah 630-4482
Oct. 2 Tara Golf, Hemmingford (Team Invitational for Irish Organizations) Bob Batah 630-4482

St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road

(514) 481-9609
Comfortable living for independent seniors.  Large gardens &
putting green. Indoor pool, exercise & billiard rooms. Many social
activities, outings, events & more…

Now renting!

Horn-Head Systems Inc.
143 Wolseley Ave. North,
Montreal West,  H4X 1V8

Cell: (514) 233-1184
Res: (514) 482-4351
Fax: (514) 482-2759
E-Mail: edwardeustace@videotron.ca

Edward M. Eustace MBA CA
Management Consultant


