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Brian O’Neill to receive
Community Award

Brian O’Neill is the epitome of the
community-minded person. He

gives freely of his time and talent
wherever he is asked, and not only
among the Irish. Brian doesn’t impose
himself. This, in a nutshell, is how
Patrick Dunn and the Selection
Committee assessed this year’s St.
Patrick’s Society Community Award
winner.  “There was no contest,” Pat
adds. “This award is long overdue.”

Brian has worn, and continues to wear,
many hats, giving his all to every task
he undertakes. He is first and foremost a
family man, married to Jean Yates for
almost fifty years (August 20th to be
exact), the father of three sons and two
daughters, and grandfather to ten.
Visiting them means frequent trips to
Ontario. Brian, himself, was one of five
children and remains close to his two
brothers and two sisters.

“Most people are willing to do
something if asked,” Brian claims.
“Your willingness to volunteer depends
on the people who approach you, people
like Father Russell Breen, Father Norm
Dodge, Don McNaughton. How do you
turn these people down when they’ve
done so much themselves?” he adds.

The highlight of Brian’s volunteer career
came when Father Breen asked him to
chair the fundraising committee for the

$3.5 million renovations to St. Patrick’s Basilica. They
worked together for three years raising the money to “do the
job the way we wanted it done.” Renovations were completed
in 1997, in time to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
Basilica as well to mark the 150th anniversary of the Famine
that brought so many Irish immigrants to Montreal. Brian
beams when he says, “To see the results of the renovations
is to remind yourself every single day what can be done with
a little passion. It’s a tremendous monument to the Irish
people.”

Prior to that, while serving at various times in the Men’s
Club or as a warden or on the Parish Council at Annunciation
of our Lord Parish in the Town of Mount Royal, Brian said

Brian O’Neill
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A word from our President
It’s that time of year again!

This time of year has its challenges in Canada, but for the
Irish, and those who want to be Irish, the approaching

ever-lengthening St. Patrick’s Season is a rite to be relished
and a harbinger of spring.

There’s the Ball on Friday, March 4th at the Chateau Champlain
with Guest of Honour, the Hon. Tom Mulcair, Minister of the
Environment – one of our own!  We have the Lunch on
Thursday, March 17th with Brian Tobin as Guest Speaker,
former Premier of Newfoundland, federal cabinet Minister
and much loved for his role as Captain Canada, in the fishing
dispute with Spain! Then there’s the Parade on Sunday, March
13th organised by the UIS (come out and march with SPS
Director, Rob Brodrick and help us win another trophy); and,
that other great event on Saturday, March 12th, The Irishman
of the Year Breakfast, put on by the Erin Sports Association.
And so on, and on, and on … but we love it! I hope to see you
at everything.  Come out – it’s great fun.

The NUACHT team has again outdone itself. In this issue we
celebrate our people of the present and the past. In the present
we profile, Brian O’Neill, recipient of this year’s SPS Community
Service Award and Johnny Maloney, Dublin-born musician
extraordinaire who has played with everybody, for everybody
and “… at every crossroad in the county,” as they say in Ireland.
From our past we celebrate those who cared about orphans in
the 1840s and did something about it. We have the first of two
articles on the Montreal St. Patrick’s Orphanage, a truly
monumental story of Irish community effort and achievement
that has, until now, been rapidly fading from our community’s
memory – read it and be proud!  It tells the story of its founding
and reminds us that the St. Pat’s Orphanage is still very much
with us, still serving some, but so far below the radar it’s barely
visible. Maybe it should stop hiding its light under a bushel?

John Little
February 2005

James Stevens [1949-2005] and Richard Duffy [1940-2005]

Jim Stevens was a fixture at Hurley’s, Richard Duffy served
his time at the Old Dublin.  When they both died on a cold

Montreal weekend Montreal’s music scene lost two great
entertainers and the Irish community lost two good friends.

Jim was Glaswegian born, but Verdun to the core. He performed in
the pubs and clubs of Montreal and at every venue available to him
during the St. Patrick’s season. He was a professional – those who
sat in Hurley’s and heard his rollicking rendition of “Going to
Toronto” are still laughing to tears! Described as ‘a community man,’
he volunteered his time and talent, be that with West Island Veterans
or in the Laurentians’ Old Brewery camp and every request in
between. A marvellous impersonator, particularly of the Beatles and
Van Morrison; music and joy were the headliners on any stage on
which Jim performed – and he will be missed. Jim died of a heart
attack on January 22, 2005.

While Jim could perform Van Morrison, Richard Duffy gave the
artist ‘his chance’ when at a Belfast club in the 1950s, the fledgling
Van Morrison had the privilege of opening for Duffy’s own group,
“The Masters”! Richard, a Derry man, born and bred, brought another
group to Montreal in 1969 – and then stayed when they went home.
He made his life here, as vocalist and instrumentalist and story-
teller, and married and raised his family here. He was proud of his
Irish birth and culture and wanted nothing more than to share that
with his children. Parents in Bernadette Short’s Irish dancing classes
in Châteauguay remember Richard waiting patiently week after week
as Tara-Lee Duffy learned her jigs and hornpipes – to her father’s
delight. Richard died of a heart attack on January 20, 2005. His
friends gathered to remember him at The Old Dublin, which could
well have been re-named Old Derry. At this celebration of Richard’s
life, his brother read, his friend played, and his daughter danced. As
always with Richard Duffy, his Irish culture had the last word.

Irish community loses two stalwarts



N
U

A
C

H
T

February, 2005 3

Thomas Mulcair, Chomedy
MNA and Quebec Environ-

ment Minister, will be the Guest
of Honour at the St. Patrick’s Ball
March 4th, 2005.  While he joins
an historic group of eminent and
memorable predecessors in that
role, he does have the distinction
of also being a long-standing
member of St. Patrick’s Society
and an active member of its Board
of Directors, the latter until his
appointment to the Quebec
cabinet.

Born in Ottawa on October 14, 1954, Tom Mulcair has a hard-
earned reputation for being outspoken – a reputation which some
said made his cabinet appointment all the more surprising.
Elected as the member for Chomedy four times, he was the
industry and commerce critic as well as Deputy House Leader
of the Liberal opposition during the last PQ government. A
graduate of McGill University he was called to the bar of Quebec
in 1979 and has practised law in the private sector and been a
professor at Université du Québec, Trois-Rivières and at
Concordia University.

Active in the broader community he serves (prior to becoming
cabinet minister), he was a member of the board of the English
Speaking Catholic Council, a member of the board of Opération
Enfant Soleil, a member of the board of the Montreal School for
the Deaf, and is a certified trainer of l’Association québécoise
de hockey sur glace (since 1991).

Irish connections you say! Tom is the oldest son in a family of
ten children, six sisters: Colleen, Jeannie, Deborah, Sheilagh,
Maureen and Kelly, three brothers: Peter, Daniel and Sean. His
father, Harry Donnelly Mulcair, was originally from Quebec City
where cousins owned a bookshop. Tom’s great-grandfather was
an immigrant from Limerick in Ireland who arrived in Canada
during the Great Famine and his grandfather, also Thomas
Mulcair, had a tailor shop on Notre-Dame Street in Montreal.

Tom’s mother taught for many years at Boys’ Farm in
Shawbridge. She is a direct descendant of former Quebec Premier
Honoré Mercier. Tom and his wife Catherine, a psychologist,
have been married for 29 years and have two sons: Matthew
(26) a police officer in the Laurentiens who is also completing
his studies in administration at McGill and Gregory (22) a third-
year engineering student at McGill.

St. Patrick’s Ball Guest of Honour:
Tom Mulcair

St. Patrick’s Society welcomes the following new members:
Edward McKeogh, Maureen Kiely, John McGee and Daniel
O’Leary.

New members

In early 1995, Society members Andrea Bobkowicz, Paul
Doyle, James Heaslip, and Harry Trihey conceived the idea

of organizing an annual golf tournament. With the Executives’
support, the 1st annual golf tournament was held in June 1996.
The concept was simple — an enjoyable day of golf followed
by dinner and prizes — to foster camaraderie among members
and friends.

What a great idea! This event has now grown into a highly
successful fundraiser with over $100,000 raised to date and
used towards the Society’s many cultural and charitable works.
Tournament attendance has grown from 60 golfers in its
inception year to our current annual average of some 150 –
160 members and guests.

Last year’s tournament program recognized the support of no
fewer than 57 companies who donated over 150 golf prizes;
17 hotels and restaurants who contributed major door and raffle
prizes; and 16 corporate hole sponsors.

Society to celebrate 10th anniversary golf
tournament

This year’s organizing committee is pleased to announce that
we will be returning to the Belle Vue Golf Club in Ville de
Lery for our 10th Anniversary Tournament.

Details are as follows:
• Tuesday, June 21st, 2005
• 12:45 pm Shotgun Start
• Green Fees
• Golf Cart
• Roast Beef Dinner and Wine
• Prizes for All
• Special Anniversary Prize for All
• $120.00 per person

To register, become a prize donor or a corporate sponsor, please
call Doris Rooney at 481–1346.

2004 Tournament (left to right) Ed Dubiel (6-time
Tournament Winner),Wendy Dineen, Dick Ford

and Bill Hawkins

By Wayne Hogan

Tom Mulcair, MNA
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Bill was born on William Street, in Griffintown, to Doreen
Donnelly and Gerald O’Donnell and baptized at Ste.

Ann’s Church. His first home was just a stone’s throw away
from his grandfather’s moving company and familiar
surroundings for the O’Donnell family. Within a couple of
years, the family, a brother Charlie and sister Ann, uprooted
and moved to south shore St. Lambert where Bill spent most
of his youth playing a variety of sports for the local teams,
particularly hockey. Bill went on to coach these same teams.

In 1981, after owning a small office-furniture store, Bill
decided to join his brother and father in the family business,
King’s Transfer Van Lines. Bill is now president of the
transport company, a company which has withstood three
generations and is now welcoming a fourth. The office, which
is still located on Eleanor Street in Griffintown, once housed
the old St. Ann’s nursery school. A building that, I’m sure,
could tell many stories.

In 1982 Bill married Catherine Harrison and together they have
three daughters, Erin, Emily and Clare. While raising a family
and working full time, Bill attended Concordia University and in

Irishman of the Year: Bill O’Donnell

1990 received his Bachelor
of Commerce. One of his
proudest accomplishments.

Bill is passionate about his
city and, as a true Mont-
realer, believes in giving
back to it. Following
O’Donnell tradition, he has
supported and promoted
many worthwhile causes
including the annual
“Gerald O’Donnell Golf
Tournament” which, to
date, has raised over
$300,000 for local
charities.

Like his father before him, Bill is proud of his Irish heritage
and honoured to be selected Irishman of the year 2005.

Bill O’Donnell

For the first 130 years of the now 181-year-old St. Patrick’s
Parade, the Grand Marshal had the honour of leading all

contingents along St. Catherine’s Street while seated astride a
gallant steed.  Last Saturday evening at the Queen’s Pageant,
Margaret Healy – the first female Grand Marshal in the entire
history of the Parade – received a horse!  This elegant 21st century
symbol of the honorary role of the Grand Marshall was presented
to Margaret by her daughter, Sheila Showers, President of the
United Irish Societies. Sheila recalled for an appreciative audience
of over 600 that the unique honour bestowed upon her mother
this year had yet another significance:  in 1943, Margaret’s father,
the Honourable Thomas Healy, MP for St. Ann’s, was also named
Grand Marshal of the Parade. The 62 years that have passed
between these two events have been diamond years for Margaret
Healy and the audience recognized with warmth and joy the
contribution of leadership and service that have been hallmarks
of her years in Point St. Charles, in the United Irish Societies and
in the extended Irish community of Montreal.

One of three girls, Margaret was educated in St. Gabriel’s School
and the Mother House of the Holy Cross Sisters. Following
graduation she attended the Secretarial Course at the Mother
House of the Congregation of Notre Dame and went on to make
a career in advertising. She is married to Ken O’Donnell and is
the proud mother of Michael and Sheila.

Community involvement has been a significant factor throughout
Margaret’s life, having learned at home that ‘you can’t expect
someone else to do what you won’t do yourself.’ Her voice is
respected in the organizations which enjoy her support: she is a
Past-President of the United Irish Societies, a member of St.

Patrick’s Society and Innisfail
Sports Club,  and is warden at St.
Gabriel’s Church in Point St.
Charles.  Margaret is a director
of Catholic Community Services
and the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Centre and is a former
director of the English-Speaking
Catholic Council. Her motto is:
‘Everyone needs to give
something back’ and it is this
generosity of spirit that makes
Margaret Healy worthy indeed to
walk in her father’s footsteps in
this year’s St. Patrick’s Parade.

Margaret Healy and
‘the old grey mare’!

St. Patrick’s Parade Grand Marshal: Margaret Healy

NUACHT plans to profile the Simon McDonaugh
recipient, Joseph Quinn, the Chief Reviewing Officer,

Michel Sarrazin, and Peter McAuslan, the Chair of the
Patrons’ Fund for St. Patrick’s Society Ball, in our May issue.
We are limited by space constraints at this time.

We will also be featuring another in Shawn McAlear’s
Quebec history series. His work was pre-empted by the story
on St. Patrick’s Orphanage.

Andrea Bobkowicz has a fascinating anecdote that we’ll be
sharing with you.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to you all!

Footnotes

By Mary McDaid
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Brian Tobin to be speaker at
St. Patrick’s Society Lunch

This year promises to be one
of the most exciting in the

172-year history of the St.
Patrick’s Day luncheon as the
Society welcomes the Hon.
Brian Tobin, P.C. as its keynote
speaker. Mr. Tobin was the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
between 1993 and 1996, served
as Premier of Newfoundland
from 1996 to 2000 and
subsequently as Minister of
Industry in the Chrétien
government from 2000 to 2002.

Mr. Tobin is one of the most
colourful characters on the Canadian political scene. His charm
and wit made him a media darling during his years in the public
spotlight. He is now a consultant with the Toronto law firm of
Fraser, Milner, Casgrain but is still young and vibrant and his
political career may not be over yet. Many Canadians would
like him to try again for the leadership of the federal Liberal
party when next there is a vacancy!

BrianTobin has completed his memoirs entitled, All in Good Time,
published by Penguin Books. He and his wife, Jodean, live in
Toronto and have three children.

Special thanks to St. Patrick’s Society board member and Fraser
Milner Casgrain partner, John Lemieux, for the work he did in
persuading Mr. Tobin to be our speaker.

The luncheon will be held this year at the Fairmont Queen
Elizabeth Hotel on Thursday, March 17th. Tickets are $60 each
or $600 for a table of ten and can be ordered by contacting Doris
Rooney at the Society at 481-1346 or by e-mail at
stpatsocmtl@qc.aibn.com. The lunch this year is expected to
sell out quickly so get your orders in soon!

Brian Tobin, P.C.

Men’s Player of the Year – Patrick Devey.
Patrick, a native Montrealer, has been playing Gaelic football for
the last three years, and has excelled at the game since day one.

Women’s Player of the Year – Jennifer Sclater.
Jennifer has been playing Gaelic football for only one season. Her
commitment and determination to the game earned her this award.

Most-Improved Men’s Player of the Year – Edmond Stokes.
Edmond, has been heavily involved with organising Gaelic
games in Montréal for the last seven years.

Most-Improved Women’s Player of the Year – Karen McBrien.
Karen has been playing for the last two years, and has excelled
each year.

Montreal Shamrocks GAA announce
their top players for 2004

Liam Daly was a man with a mission.  On many a winter’s
evening at De Sève Cinema, Liam would wait for the

opportunity to speak to Lynn Doyle the minute she left the theatre.
His greetings varied, but usually lay absolutely anywhere between,
“What on earth made you think that anyone wanted to watch
that?” and, “That was one of the best Irish films I’ve ever seen!”
Liam must be smiling today to see Lynn honoured as one who
echoed his own commitment to promoting Irish Art and Culture
to our great community!

Born in Buckingham, Quebec, Lynn Lonergan moved with
her family to Montreal where she attended St. Augustine’s
High School. She received her B.Ed. from the University of
Montreal and a B. A. from Loyola College in 1967.  Lynn is
married to Paul Doyle and they are the proud parents of three
children and two grandchildren. She is also honoured to be
the niece of the world-
renowned Jesuit philosopher-
theologian Bernard Lonergan,
and the Thomas More Institute
is proud to claim her as an
associate member. Lynn is the
President and owner of
Prestige Services, a company
that facilitates product fund-
raising in schools and for other
organizations.

In 1999, Lynn became the first
and only woman president of
the St. Patrick’s Society in its
180-year history. The organizations with which she is currently
involved include: the Loyola High School Board of Governors;
the Catholic Community Services Board; the English Speaking
Catholic Council; the United Irish Societies of Montreal; the
Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce; and St. Patrick’s
Basilica.

Lynn was named this year’s recipient of the Liam Daly
Heritage Award because of her dedication to the promotion of
Irish culture in Montreal. Among her accomplishments, she
initiated the St. Patrick’s Christmas concert which, for the last
ten years, has become an annual event at St. Patrick’s
Basilica. She is the founding-President of “Cine Gael
Montreal,” which showcases new Irish films and is passionate
in encouraging the community to explore the challenges of
our times through an Irish lens. Its thirteen-year history makes
Cine Gael Montreal unique in North America and it has the
particular honour of having screened in one weekend-festival
the largest number of Irish films shown anywhere in the world
outside Ireland. Lynn always hopes that the majority of those
thirteen years of films were ‘the best Irish films Liam has
ever seen’!

St. Patrick’s Society’s only womanSt. Patrick’s Society’s only womanSt. Patrick’s Society’s only womanSt. Patrick’s Society’s only womanSt. Patrick’s Society’s only woman
president: recipient of 2005 Liampresident: recipient of 2005 Liampresident: recipient of 2005 Liampresident: recipient of 2005 Liampresident: recipient of 2005 Liam

Daly Heritage AwardDaly Heritage AwardDaly Heritage AwardDaly Heritage AwardDaly Heritage Award

Lynn Lonergan Doyle

By Mary McDaid
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Choose an instrument — he can probably play it!

Johnny Maloney is no stranger to members of Montreal’s
ethnic communities. For the past 47 years, his versatile

musicianship – the ability to play
accordion, piano, synthesizer, organ
and violin – has delighted people in
all walks of life.

Born on the outskirts of Dublin,
Johnny was orphaned at an early age
and raised with his two sisters and a
brother by Uncle John, a garda.
Another uncle, Dr. J. F. McMorrow
(whose best friend was the ever-
popular BBC television personality,
Eamonn Andrews), encouraged
Johnny to pursue a career in music.

At the age of 10, Johnny won a
scholarship to study at the Irish
Academy of Music. Whilst there, he
became the protegé of a Viennese
professor, Dr. Frank Cowzer, who
entered him in music competitions in
both the UK and Europe. He also played with Irish showbands
on Radio Eireann and appeared at the Theatre Royal and
Galway’s Salthill Hotel.

Shortly after arriving in Montreal in 1958, Johnny soon
established himself with Montreal’s best-known musicians. He

was advised that playing the accordion rather than the piano would
garner a better income because it lent itself to ethnic music. And

today, Johnny is equally at home
entertaining the Welsh or the Irish!

During his fascinating career, Johnny
travelled with his accordion to Bermuda,
Antigua and Puerto Rico. He also
entertained the passengers on board the
Queen Elizabeth II cruise ship. For three
consecutive years, he was invited to play
for Harry Belafonte’s wife’s birthday. Other
memorable ‘gigs’ include playing for VIPs
and heads of state at Expo ’67, visiting
“Earnscliffe,” the Ottawa home of John A.
MacDonald, then occupied by the British
High Commissioner, and spending many
hours at the prestigious Knowlton Golf Club
and in the homes of some of its members.

Johnny would love to return to his native
Ireland and came close to buying a small
home in Clantare, his birthplace. The asking

price of $800,000 was too big a deterrent and instead Johnny contents
himself with frequent holidays in Dublin.

This multi-talented musician who has dual Irish/Canadian
citizenship also holds a US green card and is available for
receptions, parties and concerts here in Montreal and beyond.

Johnny’s magic fingers at work

By Anne Forrest

Victor Boyle (46), the new
President of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians, was
born and raised in Point St.
Charles. His parents, Magnus
Boyle and Iris Howden, were
both born in Griffintown and
his grandmother was Nellie
Howden, well known in the
Irish community, and often
referred to as the Queen of
Griffintown.

In addition to a degree from
the University of Toronto in

Accounting, Victor holds a degree from the Toronto Institute
of Applied Arts and Science in Business Management.
 
Currently Vice-President – Communication – with Business
Partners International in New York, and President of V.P. Boyle
Consulting, Victor together with his wife Weena, owns Mail
Boxes Etc. (Business, Communications and Postal Services
Franchise) in Plattsburgh, NY. They have over 300 Montreal
clients using them as their gateway to the United States market.

Meet the new President of AOH

Victor Boyle

While the AOH needs no introduction, it should be said that their
membership is on the rise and they plan a busy 2005. For the
first time in some years they have more members under 50 years
of age than over 50.

At a recent meeting, AOH held elections for this year’s Executive
Committee. The following have now been appointed and we wish
them well during their term of office:

Victor P. Boyle President
Thomas Sclater Vice-President
Jack Southworth Treasurer
Patrick O’Dowd Marshall
Fr. Thomas McEntee Chaplain

2003 saw the AOH return to their national roots with new
members Toronto (ON), London (ON), Hamilton (ON),
Fredericton (NB), and West Vancouver (BC). They continue to
initiate new members each meeting. Their website is:
 www.aoh-montreal.com.

Check the Calendar (p.16) for upcoming AOH activities.
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SPS finances new Irish Radio Show
Inaugural broadcast Thursday, March 10th

By Ned Eustace

At its December meeting, the Board of St. Patrick’s Society
approved financial support for a proposed Irish Radio Show

on CJAD. While approving a resolution to finance the show for its
initial twelve months, it was important to the directors that its
management is at arm’s length from the Society. The Board expressed
its support for the formation of an Organization and Governance
committee, reflecting the community, to define policy and
administrative processes.  In the words of John Little, “The Show
must be one we can all be proud of.” Commenting on reaching
agreement with CJAD, Michael Kenneally said: “This is great news
— very positive and uplifting for the Irish community.”

Neil McKenty, Bob McDevitt and Prof. Dennis Murphy have
agreed to help select the volunteer staff for the show. Geoff

Moore, who has been a leader and driving force behind the
Ad Hoc Committee, said: “We’re lucky to have highly
experienced and respected former broadcasters and media
experts in our community.”  He added, “A request for formal
applications has resulted in over twenty diversely qualified
people expressing interest in participating in the various roles
needed to get the show off the ground. This is going to be
great.”

Please note that  the show will be in a Thursday evening time
slot between 7:00 and 8:00 p.m.  The first show is being aired
as part of this year’s St. Patrick’s celebrations.

Fifty years ago the Parade Queen’s selection was determined
by the amount of applause she received. Today, the winner is

evaluated by a team of seven highly qualified judges.

This year’s gala event, organized by UIS, attracted 23 delightfully
charming, if nervous, young women, who had to be Canadian
citizens, of Irish descent, and between 18 and 24 years old.
Initially each one presented a brief self-portrait, then ten were
recalled to deliver a prepared speech on a variety of prearranged
topics, all of which had an Irish context. This group was whittled
down to five who had to respond to a question posed by one of
the judges. Before the climax of the evening, the crowning of the
Queen and her Princesses, Tara Hecksher, 2004 Parade Queen,
spoke to the more than 600 attendees and thanked UIS for their
generosity and support during her reign. Clearly the experience
had enriched Tara who, since graduating from McGill last June,
has been employed by April O’Donoughue and Associates.

Stephanie Glezos (19) – Limerick – was chosen to lead the March
13th parade, assisted by Sarah Evangelista (22) – Omagh,
Dominique McGovern-Lefebvre (18) – Cavan, Amanda Jean
Scullion (23) – Dublin, and Tara Taylor (24) – Cork. The 2005
Queen, whose prepared speech profiled Nellie McClung, is a
Chateauguay resident and first year Concordia student. She plans
to study law at McGill, specializing in human rights. Stephanie’s
debating experience in school and nine years of Irish dancing
gave her the edge over the other contestants.

For the uninitiated, the Queen’s Selection Evening is not merely
a showcase for the young women, but is a lively precursor to the
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. After the customary piping-in
ceremony, and following UIS President Sheila Showers’ words
of welcome, this year’s Grand Marshal, Margaret Healy, and
Chief Reviewing Officer, Michel Sarrazin, were sashed and
presented with traditional symbols of office. Later in the evening
we were also introduced to eight former Parade Queens including
Vickie McDonough (1969) – the one and only “Miss Vickie”!

As always, the entertainment was terrific. My favourites were
an amazingly gifted 11-year-old, Jenna Pinard (the next Céline
Dion!),  Bernadette Short’s Celtic Grace and eight-year-old
Orla Mahon displaying unbelievable energy, and Heidi Fess
(Comedy Nest) with her hilarious brand of raunchy humour.
Other performers included the highly acclaimed Gerry
O’Neill, who opened the evening, Francis Baddely, Angela
Robyn Mary Kerr, Patrick O’Connell, Fr. Gerry Martineau,
and the lively duo from Le Festin du Gouverneur who were
last to appear. I did miss “Fancy Nancy Clancey,” however!

The person sitting next to me for whom this event was a “first,”
commented that the evening had exceeded her expectations.
Once again UIS is to be congratulated for their hard work in
organizing a night (albeit a long one!) to remember.

UIS hosts 50th Queen’s Selection Evening at Delta Hotel

The Royal Court (from bottom left, clockwise) Amanda
Jean Scullion, Tara Taylor, Stephanie Glezos,

Dominique McGovern Lefebvre, and Sarah Evangelista

By Anne Forrest
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The word “orphanage” conjures up a
Dickensian image of locked-away

parentless waifs. St. Pat’s, particularly in
its later years, was more a place where
parents, in an era devoid of any social
safety nets, when families were routinely
wrecked by back-breaking poverty
brought on by economic exploitation,
placed their kids, hopefully on a
temporary basis. There were also kids
from dysfunctional families ruined by
alcoholism and other social ills or, as one
priest put it, the children of delinquent
parents. By the 1950s the classic
parentless orphan was a minority. This
said, many children were there for years
on end. There is now an extensive
network of aging residents, across North
America, who have good memories of
it, value the friendships they made and
the loving care, mostly, that they received

It was also the
home of the St.
Pat’s Phillies
who in 1952
r e p r e s e n t e d
Canada at the
Little League
World Series in
Williamsport,
Pennsylvania.
Shown here,
with some team
members, are
Coach Emmett
Mulholland and Fr. Sean Govenlock (seated),
Orphanage Chaplain, social worker and former
Dean of the École de Service Social, Université de
Montréal, now 89 and retired.

Again, and it bears repeating, these are not the
impressions we’ve grown accustomed to hearing
about Catholic orphanages.

So what was this place that last stood on Deom
Avenue in Montreal, near Outremont, on what is
now the site of Le Sanctuaire, a luxurious apartment
complex? How did it come about? Where is it now?
Why is its memory fading? Believe it or not, while
the buildings are gone and the nuns, the volunteers,
the chaplains and many of the residents, have almost
disappeared, it still exists quietly – some would say
too quietly – under the legally changed name,
adopted without fanfare on June 18th, 1993, of
Montreal St. Patrick’s Foundation. It is financially
strong with assets confirmed as being in the region
of $15 million, and is a force for good in our
community. The foundation operates under the
original charter that incorporated the Montreal St.
Patrick’s Orphan Asylum in May 1855, one hundred
and fifty years ago this year.

It’s a great story; a part of us that must not be
lost. Here it is, in the first of two parts.

By the 1840s the Irish in Montreal had become an
accepted and moderately powerful part of the
citizenry. In addition to being in commerce and
politics, they had taken their place in the senior
ranks of the city and provincial civil service. The
Irish-born accounted for more than 20% of the
population and were the largest English-speaking
group in the city. They were firmly entrenched,

When we read of life in
orphanages half a century
ago, the story often describes
a time of loneliness,
isolation, and even sexual
abuse. That’s not the way
William Wells and Patricia
Drinkwater, currently living
in Montreal, remember it.
They recollect their child-
hood spent at St. Patrick’s
Orphanage as “happy days”
where, like many children,
they complained about the
food but also said, “we don’t
ever remember going
hungry.” This is not what
you would expect to hear
from someone who grew up
in an institution. Nor, you
may be sure, would everyone
necessarily agree with this
description of life at St.
Patrick’s Orphanage.

at St. Pat’s. They are an extended family that readily helps each other. They
exchange e-mails (as I found out in researching this article), phone calls,
letters, and old photographs and assist the children of their old friends;
people like Val Laferièrre of Calgary, whose father and aunt were long-
term residents. She has spent years trying to piece together her father’s
childhood there, still hoping someone will identify him among fading
yellowing prints dug out of mostly forgotten drawers and boxes.

Former residents have particularly fond memories of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
They took over from the Grey Nuns in 1944, whom they associate with “…
hard times” but then quickly add, in a thoughtful whisper, by way of
forgiveness and understanding: “They were not teachers, you know; they
were mostly nurses and custodians who spoke little English.” Ted Malone,
now a facilitator at the St. Francis of Assisi Marian Development Society
in Burnaby, B.C., was in the Orphanage from December 1940 to June 1949,
with his three sisters. He says he spent most of one year not allowing himself
to come to the attention of the Grey Nuns but remembers waking up “ …
one beautiful Saturday morning to find we had new nuns, who could speak
English, were not old, old ladies, and were cheerful.” He fondly recollects,
for example, Sr. Victorine as:

“… a six-foot-tall woman in her fifties, she was the best hitter,
fastest runner and ball player, in spite of her heavy habit. She
turned the senior boys’ playroom into a gym … she brought
in laymen coaches from the community to teach us hockey
and other sports, obtained uniforms for all teams … then
entered us into a community league that allowed us to leave
the grounds of the orphanage to play … and when needed
showed warmth and love with comfort in those great big arms
… when boys needed affection.”

By Ned Eustace

8 February, 2005

St. Patrick’s Orphanage: a great but
near forgotten story

A memory is being lost — it must not happen
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having built a church and a hospital, from their own resources,
sustaining their separate and mostly Catholic identity and distancing
themselves from their French co-religionists. This added to, more
often than not, unspoken strains within the Catholic Archdiocese
that, on occasion, were voiced. The community had the capacity,
despite the doubts, fears and concern of some at the time, to absorb
the influx of Ireland’s poor fleeing the horrors of the Great Famine,
and to do so without wreaking economic havoc on themselves or
incurring the wrath of the majority. However, a minority of angry
French Canadians, fearing disease and other pestilence, went so far
as to charge that the Irish were instruments of a conscious policy
aimed at exterminating French Canada through epidemic disease.
One newspaper of the day, La Minerve, suggested sending the Irish
to the West Indies to replace recently freed slaves!

It was against this backdrop then, on
December 9th, 1846, that a house on
Murray Street (two west of Windsor,
now Peel – running from Wellington
to Notre Dame) was set up as a home
for Irish orphans. In the fall of the
following year – “Black 47” – one
Fr. Pinsonneault, almoner of the poor,
also rented a house on Colborne
Street, consisting of fifteen
‘apartments,’ in which fifty Irish
families were lodged! Known as the
“The House,” it did not enjoy
universal support and was attacked
in the press as a place likely to breed
disease; which it did not, as it was
unaffected by the cholera and fever
soon to hit Montreal. It was from these two establishments that the
idea for a more formal structured place for Irish orphans originated.

In 1848, three months after his arrival in Montreal, from Co. Armagh,
Ireland, via the Sulpician seminary in Paris, Fr. Patrick Dowd was
appointed almoner of the poor, and, in that capacity, became Superior
of the “The House.” In October 1849, the orphans were moved into
a dwelling on Craig Street. The building was owned by one Mr.
Augustin Perreault, who gave it, rent free, for use as an orphanage.
Mrs. Brown, an Irish lady (“of good education and administrative
ability”), who had been with the orphans from the beginning,
continued to look after the children, assisted now by the Grey Nuns.
For the next two years the Craig Street building struggled on.

Around this time, Mr. Bartholomew O’Brien, a parishioner of St.
Patrick’s, died leaving one thousand pounds ($4,000) for the purpose
of erecting an orphan asylum. This was the first contribution (and
in those days, it was a substantial sum), to the building fund. Drawn
from the St. Patrick’s congregation, the following gentlemen were
formed into a building committee that, with Fr. Dowd presiding,
met for the first time on September 30th, 1849: Charles. T. Palsgrave,
Francis McDonnell, Charles Curran, P. O’Meara, P. Lawlor, J.
McGorian, Patrick Brennan, Thomas O’Brien, Patrick Lynch, and
Matthew Ryan. The following is an extract from the minutes setting
this great project in motion:

“The Rev. Dowd informed the committee that,
at the joint request of the Executors of the late
Mr. B. O’Brien, a lot of land adjoining St.
Patrick’s Church … was given, in trust, for the
building of an Irish Orphan Asylum by the
Fabrique of the Parish of Montreal.  The
Committee, in consequence came to the
following resolutions.

That the foundations, according to the plan,
already prepared, of the Asylum, should be
commenced with as little delay as possible, and
that they should be raised to the level of the
surface before winter.

… That the walls of the
foundations should be built
by day labour, not by
contract, under the direction
of a competent person,
employed by the Committee
to superintend the work.

… That Mr. Marr be
employed by the Committee,
for that purpose, at a salary
of ten pounds currency per
month … (and that he) …
should secure the purchase
of a certain quantity of
timber, then offering for sale
on very favourable terms.”

Aided only by five-hundred pounds from the provincial
government and private contributions, the orphanage was
built on Dorchester Street next to St. Patrick’s Church, not
by contract, but by Irish labour, likely otherwise
unemployed. From August 19th, 1852, an annual
subscription “to provide for the increasing wants of the
asylum” was
established  “…
payments to be
received at St.
Patrick’s House
immediately after
the Grand Mass” on
specified Sundays in
S e p t e m b e r ,
December, March
and June. The reso-
lution setting up the subscription and establishing what
amounted to a community levy, is elaborate and even
permits house-to-house collection of arrears. It was clearly
intended that the subscriptions, like the building fund, be
separate from the usual Church and other ecclesiastical
collections. This point became important many years later
when a dispute over moneys arose between the Trustees
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The Deom Avenue building, c. 1904

The Dorchester Street bulding,
opened 1851

Cont. p.10
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and the Archbishop – but that’s another great story in need of
retelling.

The orphanage opened, partially completed, on November 21,
1851. The Act incorporating “Montreal St. Patrick’s Orphan
Asylum” received Royal assent on May 30th, 1855. The first
meeting of the Trustees, drawn mostly from the building
committee, was held on June 18, 1855.

In those days the Orphanage annually clothed, fed and educated
on average two-hundred boys and girls. From 1851 until 1944
the Grey Nuns were engaged to look after the orphans, and up
until 1876 the Order was paid an annual stipend for each nun’s
services of $20 annually, at which time it was raised to $32.

The Dorchester Street (now René Lévesque) building was
demolished in 1904. The Deom Avenue building, replacing it,
was erected on a large undeveloped piece of land, covering
the area from Cote St. Catherine to Van Horne and from Deacon
to Wilderton. It closed to residents in 1970. The proceeds from
the sale of the land – amounting to around $5 million – are the
original moneys that have grown to $15 million in today’s
Montreal St. Patrick’s Foundation but whose source, from
humble 1849 beginnings, makes them, in a very real sense,
the patrimony of the Irish community.

(To be continued in the May edition of NUACHT)
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The Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce is a lively
networking organization which aims to increase links

among members of Montreal’s Irish Canadian business
community. The Chamber also serves as a clearing house for
information about economic relations between Canada and
Ireland, each country’s economy, and investment opportunities
in the two countries.

The Chamber sponsors breakfast and lunches, with speakers,
on a variety of topics of interest to members of the business
community ranging from effective negotiating techniques to
updates on economic conditions and outlooks in Ireland and
the European Union.

A major annual initiative of the Chamber is its participation in
Carrefour, the trade fair sponsored by the Chambers of
Commerce of the European Union active in Montreal. Two
popular and informal pub quizzes, held at one of Montreal’s
Irish pubs, also form part of the Chamber’s annual round of
activities.

The Chamber is happy to welcome new members to its ranks
and to its events.  For more information, please contact the
Chamber’s president, Paul Loftus, at:
Paul Loftus & Associates Inc., (514) 282-9111,
E-mail ploftus@colba.net.

What ICCC is all about

Orphanage (cont.)

Founded in 2002 with the support of the Canadian Irish Studies
Foundation and Concordia University, the Centre for

Canadian Irish Studies now offers two multi-disciplinary
programs in Canadian Irish Studies, a Minor and a Certificate.
The endowed Chair in Canadian Irish Studies is based at
Concordia, and is held by Michael Kenneally who also serves
as Director of the Centre.

This year’s courses include Contemporary Irish Literature, James
Joyce, The Making of the Irish Landscape, Celtic Christianity,
the Politics of Irish Nationalism and History of Ireland.
Introduction to Irish Studies, which is being taught in the current
session, will be offered again this Fall. Introduction to Irish Film
will be offered for the first time in the Winter 2006 session, as
will a graduate course titled Irish Identities in Canadian Novels
and Life Writings.

In addition to coordinating courses from several departments,
the Centre offers more than $15,000 annually in scholarships to
undergraduate and graduate students, and sponsors a public
lecture series.

In the summer of 2004, the Centre organized “Ireland on the St.
Lawrence” which comprised academic courses, public lectures,
a film series, a guided tour to Grosse Île and a musical concert
that demonstrated the close bonds between Irish and Quebecois
music.

In Fall 2004, the O’Brien Visiting Scholar in Irish Studies was
inaugurated with the arrival of Dr. Yvonne Whelan (University
of Ulster) who taught two geography courses: Dublin Through
Space and Time and Interrogating Cultural Landscapes of
Ireland.  For Fall 2005, O’Brien Visiting Scholar, Sean Farrell,
Northern Illinois University, will teach courses in the History
Department, The Making of the Irish Diaspora and The History
of Northern Ireland.  In the future, the O’Brien Visiting Scholar
will be based in alternate years in the English and History
Departments.

Gearoid O hAllmhurain, a fourth-generation Clare concertina
player, will give a lecture on Wednesday, March 30, 2005, at
8:30 p.m. in room H-820, 1455 de Maisonneuve West. The lecture
is titled:  ‘From Kitchen Cuaird to Global Stage’:  An Illustrated
Lecture on the Changing Role of Women in Irish Traditional
Music.  The presentation will include a documentary film and a
performance by Gearoid O hAllmhurain, a professor of Music
from the University of Missouri-St-Louis. Professor O
hAllmhurain’s CD and book will also be available.

If you would like more information on these and other activities
of the Centre or the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, visit our
website at http://artsandscience.concordia.ca/irish or phone
(514) 848-8711.

Concordia’s Centre for Canadian Irish
Studies continues to  grow
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Padua opens its doors

Although it has only been open for a month, there is a
sense of energy and excitement at Padua, the city’s new urban

spirituality centre. Located in Little Burgundy in the renovated St.
Anthony of Padua parish, the centre, open to all faiths, will provide
programs ranging from Christian meditation under UNITAS to a
Youth Wellness Project directed by Catholic Community Services.

The Padua Dialogue, a 20-week series of speakers on Tuesday
evenings at 7.30 p.m., is already up and running. Future evenings
feature “The Plight of the Street People” with Emmett Johns, Jim
Hughes and Tony Gray (April 5th), and “The Gift of Balance” with
Reeve Lindbergh, daughter of Charles Lindbergh and Anne Morrow,
author of Gift from the Sea (April 12th).  The Tuesday evenings will
emphasize such themes as healing, compassion and social justice.

The purpose of the Youth Wellness Project is to provide physical
and spiritual tools for younger people before they fall into addiction
and other difficulties. It neatly fits into Padua’s mission to be a

positive influence on the community. 

Padua has a strong leadership team. The director, Steve
Sims, formerly associated with the SPERA addiction
program, Benedict Labre House and UNITAS, will head
up the centre and also be coordinator of pastoral service
for the parish. In the parish he will be assisted by Deacon
Peter Leblanc, Deedy Shipton and three priests. Each
month, Frs. Paul Geraghty, Murray McCrory and Richard
Renshaw, will celebrate the nine a.m. mass on a rotating
basis. Steve Sims’ assistant, Scott Simons, is currently
working on the Youth Wellness Project..

If this new project succeeds (and its enthusiastic beginning
suggests it will), Padua could be the first of other spirituality
centres in the city. There will be an Open House on Sunday,
April 17th from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. For further
information, call 932-7597.

By Neil McKenty

yes to his neighbour, Dennis Kindellan, who invited him to join the
Board of St. Mary’s Hospital in the early seventies. It would appear
that whatever organization Brian joined, he ended up running it.
Brian served as President of St. Mary’s Hospital Centre and of the
Foundation and still sits on the Board of Governors and remains an
associate member of the Foundation.

On another occasion, Brian said yes to a former classmate, Father
Norman Dodge, S.J., who invited him to join the Federation of
Catholic Charities, and to Charles Doyle’s subsequent call to take
over as president. There he oversaw the name change to Catholic
Community Services, the establishment of the Foundation, and the
forming of Centraid for fundraising purposes. Along the way he
became Vice-President of the United Way of Canada.

In the late eighties, Brian said yes when Don McNaughton asked
him to join the Board of Directors of St. Patrick’s Society, eventually
becoming president from 1996 to 1998. More recently he said yes
to his sister, Sister Clare O’Neill, CND, and joined the English-
Speaking Catholic Council. “If it was good enough for her,” he grins,
“it’s good enough for me.”

All the while, Brian had a day job for which he was and is very well
known.  He joined the National Hockey League in 1966 and rose to
the rank of Executive Vice-President. For 12 years, he had the added
responsibility of handling discipline. Brian is very discreet when
talk turns to that part of the job. He did make a name for himself,
however, and that led to the rush of people asking him to join various
organizations. It also brought rewards. In 1994, Brian was elected
to the Hockey Hall of Fame. “It was totally unexpected,” he says
modestly, “but a highlight for me and my family.” At 76, Brian still
hasn’t given up his day job. He remains a consultant with the NHL
and looks after a fund to help former players in financial difficulty.
He is also a trustee of the Stanley Cup which is why he has been a
frequent spokesperson in the media during this year’s hockey
impasse.

In 1991, the Erin Sports Association named Brian Irishman
of the Year. “The sashing and the breakfast are two events
I never miss,” says Brian. “I just love the spirit of it all.” In
fact, he says, he is very impressed with the Irish
community’s ability to do so many things together. “I’m
happy to see how they can blend yet remain in separate
associations,” he adds. Brian’s Irish roots go back to his
paternal great-grand-parents who led the way from Ireland
via Rhode Island and Lindsay, Ontario, and to his maternal
grandparents who eloped from Ireland to Montreal.

Brian laughs when he says he was born on Robbie Burns
Day, January 25, 1929. He grew up in NDG and Montreal
West and attended Loyola High School and College, both
of which remain a big part of who he is. He could not
refuse the likes of Ed Meagher, Father Ken Casey and Jim
Pearson when they asked him to help set up the Foundation
to ensure that no boy would be denied a Loyola education
for lack of funds. Likewise, when his daughter Sandy was
attending Sacred Heart School, he could not refuse Mother
Johnson’s request that he join the Board.

Brian has time to keep fit by playing tennis year-round
and golf. He played hockey in his younger days. Although
he claims to be a “terrible” golfer, he dreams of playing in
Ireland some day. He loves to cruise and has succumbed
to Jean’s love of opera. He is still a Warden at St. Patrick’s
Basilica, sits on the Board of the Loyola Alumni of
Concordia and on the Board of the condo which he and
Jean have called home since 1988.

St. Patrick’s Society is pleased to recognize Brian O’Neill
as a truly committed and generous volunteer. He does us
all proud.

Brian O’Neill (cont.)
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After her best-selling memoir, Sheila’s Take, Sheila
Kindellan-Sheehan, has written her first novel, The

Sands Motel. That’s no big deal, but getting a first novel
published in this country is and, to her credit, Sheila has
managed it.

After a slow start, The Sands Motel picks up speed when two
thirtyish Montreal women arrive for a holiday in Miami and
accidentally find a couple of million dollars from a drug deal
gone wrong. The drug couriers, a group of spoiled rich brats
in the rackets for money and thrills, set off in hot pursuit of
the naïve and somewhat helpless Montrealers.  There follows
a chase that runs through Miami’s sunny avenues and gritty
cul-de-sacs for several days.

The book’s blurb describes this as “a riveting journey that is set
geographically in Miami, but unbounded in its exploration of
homelessness, crime, selfishness, the psychology of loss and
greed, the uncertain result of effort and, ultimately, the need for
catalysts on the road to the discovery of one’s true self.”

Well, yes, that might be all in there somewhere. But I wish an
editor had chopped about a third from the narrative which often
becomes sluggish and repetitive. There’s also a problem when
the young thugs terrorize the ladies’ section of a department store
for several hours. All the murderous racing around begs the
question why somebody in the store didn’t call the cops.

Unfortunately, the reader is frequently distracted from the fast-
paced narrative by a plethora of spelling and grammatical
errors. e.g. “The first onslaught of the guys who took off after
[them} were (sic) smart enough to run for the pier first….
Meg began to sob in deep, loud wounds (sic).”

One of the juvenile crooks lies on his bed “munching on the stalk
of his intelligence.” I guess he was hungry. After both women
escape death by inches, one of them says to another of their would-
be murderers, “You have no idea of the trouble you’ve caused.”
And when the young crooks apparently retrieve the lost money
and present it to the drug king-pin, he tells them, “I’m pleased.
Effort should be rewarded.” Even the author seems nervous about
this exchange. She writes, “He even spoke like a graduate
student.” Do graduate students really speak that way?

If The Sands Motel had gone through a couple more drafts
and were tightened up, I think it would have been a better
book. Even so it is a considerable achievement.

First novel needs work, but has potential

Moon Hall not to be missed

If you enjoyed A Place To Call Home, be sure to pick up a
copy of Gabriele Wills’ latest novel: Moon Hall. Although

any connections to the Irish community are tenuous at best,
it’s a good read and very well written. Published by
Mindshadows  and selling at $19.98, it is available at Double
Hook Books, Westmount. Hurry in; there are only six copies
available.

Recently published, The Last of the Celts, is a must-read for
the true Celts among us. Written by Marcus Tanner, who

like myself is half-Welsh, it is an exploration of Celtic
communities in Europe and North America. In his introduction,
the author states: “The book is about what happened quite recently
to a certain group of communities who can be defined by
language, what their position is now and what the future holds
for them.”

The Last of the Celts contains interesting and beautiful
illustrations that complement the text. Organized in ten chapters,
each dealing with a different locale, the book takes us from the
western regions of Great Britain to Brittany, Patagonia and Cape
Breton. Tanner gets close to the people whom he is researching
by staying in their homes, attending their festivals and church
services, listening to priests, professors and storytellers, and
exploring local libraries.

It is Tanner’s contention that the so-called Celtic renaissance that
many people believe is taking place, is a myth. He calls it “new-
baked Celticism” and considers it to be a marketing device that
“has attached itself like glue to the worlds of design, spirituality,
music, politics and even sport.” This Celtic revival is exaggerated
despite the prevalence of stereotypical themes in many fields.
Tanner believes that the pressures of assimilation will eventually
prevail and that even the most loyal and devoted Celts will be
forced into a decline.

In expressing his doubts that a distinct Celtic culture will survive,
the author fears that its demise would diminish all of us. He claims
that the preservation of the two branches of the Celtic language
– Goidelic and Brythonic – is essential if there is to be any hope
for the survival of this ancient culture.

Marcus Tanner, formerly assistant editor of the Independent, lives
in London. His previous work was Ireland’s Holy Wars: The
Struggle for a  Nation’s Soul 1500-2000.

The Last of the Celts, was published by Yale University Press in
October 2004 (ISBN: 0-300-10464-2).

Is Celtic culture here to stay?
By Anne Forrest

In our September 2004 NUACHT, an incorrect e-mail
address was given for  Yvonne McMorrough (“Tribute

paid to Thomas Moore…”). The correct address is
avocanotl@aol.com.

Yvonne tells us that Bill Tierney, Councillor for Ste. Anne de
Bellevue is planning to erect a plaque on or near the Simon
Fraser House - where Moore stayed in 1804 when he was in
Quebec and where it is believed he composed “The Canadian
Boat Song.”

Meanwhile any members wishing to visit Niagara-on-the -
Lake in 2005 and to enjoy the SHAW Theatre Festival, don’t
forget that Yvonne’s B&B offers an Irish welcome!

Another erratum!

By Neil McKenty:  Author and broadcaster
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Queen’s University Belfast  is offering an  International
Summer School in Irish Studies from July 18th to August

5th, 2005.

This three-week programme, now in its fifth year, attracts
students from around the world and offers a unique opportunity
to examine Irish history, politics, anthropology, literature,
drama, film, archaeology and art. Teaching is combined with
fieldtrips to sites of  interest in Northern Ireland. Aspects of
the conflict are also explored through meetings and dialogue
with community group leaders, local think-tank organisations,
politicians and the Police Service. The closing date is 31 May.

Two scholarships are available for this programme: the Estyn
Evans and John Fairleigh Scholarships (closing date 31 March).

Full details of this programme and application forms are
available on the Queen’s University Belfast website at:
http://www.qub.ac.uk/iis/courses/ss-about.htm.
E-mail: irish.studies@qub.ac.uk.

Scholarships for Irish Studies Summer
School now available

Historian and publisher looking for input
from the Montreal Irish community

Historian and book publisher, Carl Beaulieu, is working on
his latest project: an analysis of the identity shaped by the

Canadian and American Irish from both an international and a
regional perspective. Beaulieu, who received an award in 2002
for The Scottish Alliance in Quebec, needs information and
photographs from the Montreal Irish community.

The book which he hopes to
publish in the fall of 2005 (in
both official languages), will
feature the Irish tradition as
seen through the immigrant
movement that began as early
as 1578 with the foundation
of Collège des Irlandais à
Paris. Today there are 45
million North Americans who
claim Irish ancestry. The
Beauce, Eastern Townships,
Montreal, Quebec, Portneuf
and the Saguenay-Lac-Saint-
Jean regions are among
important sites of Irish
immigration. Names such as Ainsley, Butler, Cleary, Connolly,
Doyle, Fitzpatrick, Forrest, Hogan, Kearney, O’Connor, Rooney,
Rowan and Walsh bear testimony to their forebears. Carl Beaulieu
is hoping the Montreal Irish will contribute a wealth of stories to
his publication.

The official launch of The Irish Tradition in the fall of 2005 will
take place in two locations: the Canadian Irish Studies Centre of
Concordia University and at Boston College’s John G. Burns Library.

To contact Carl with your stories, you may call him directly at
(418) 698-4554 or visit his website at www.sagamie.org/
heritagepublishing.

Applications are invited for a Ph.D. scholarship tenable in
the Department of History at the University of Auckland

to undertake work on aspects of the history of the Irish in the
Pacific World in the period from the late 18th century to the
20th century. The Pacific World is intended to be broadly
defined to include Pacific Rim societies and/or the Pacific
islands. The scholarship is valued at $NZ 20,000 pa.

Applicants are asked to send a letter of application including
a statement of research interests, curriculum vitae, and the
names and addresses of two referees to: Dr. Malcolm
Campbell, Department of History, The University of Auckland,
Private Bag 92019, Auckland, New Zealand. Inquiries:
mc.campbell@auckland.ac.nz or fax (64) (09) 3737438.

University of Auckland offers Ph.D. scholarship

Cine Gael’s 13th season got off to a good start. Now it looks
forward to what lies  ahead.  On February 25th be sure not to

miss Frank Ned and Busy Lizzie, a Donegal documentary. Then,
back by popular demand, it will present an ‘Evening of Recent
Award-Winning Irish Short Films’ on March 11th. This unique and
highly entertaining program will showcase the work of Ireland’s
young talented filmmakers.

Robert Quinn, the son of legendary filmmaker Bob Quinn, will
be the guest of honour for the weekend of April 8th and 9th.  His
award-winning Cinegael Paradiso will open the weekend on
Friday night and Cine Gael also hopes to show his film Dead
Bodies and his father’s landmark Poitin. A reception will be held
at McKibbin’s Irish Pub on Saturday evening.

Cine Gael is thrilled to announce that it has secured Adam and
Paul as its closing film for Thursday, May 5th. It has won

numerous awards, including ‘Best Film’ at the Galway Film
Fleadh and is a contemporary look at addiction and two hapless
souls rendered firmly in its grip. A gala reception will follow
the screening in the Concordia Faculty Club.

Thanks are offered to the sponsors: St. Patrick’s Society of
Montreal, Concordia Irish Studies, British Council, BGL
Brokerage, Hurley’s Irish Pub, McKibbin’s Irish Pub, Jameson
Irish Whiskey, Alliance Atlantis, Lions Gate Films, and The
Embassy of Ireland.

The Cine Gael Montreal committee consists of: Patrick Vallely, Mary
McDaid, Antoine Maloney, Kevin Tierney, Dana Hearne, Andrea
Stanford, Tim Hine, Ann Marie Carroll, Kester Dyer, and Lynn Doyle.

For additional information and updates please consult its
website at www.cinegaelmontreal.com.

Don’t miss Cine Gael’s interesting presentations of Irish film
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Irish Montrealers respond to the tsunamis

Perhaps the Christmas Spirit had something to do with it.
When the tsunamis devastated Southeast Asia on

December 26th, many of us in North America were basking in
the afterglow of sumptuous meals, family gatherings, and an
abundance of Christmas gifts. The timing could not have been
better to magnify the huge gap between overindulgence and
dire poverty.  Little wonder the world has responded with
generosity and acts of kindness. Some of those acts of kindness
have connections in Montreal’s Irish Community. Forgive us
if we only skim the surface.

Flora Almeida-Marlow is the President of the National
Association of Canadians with Origins in India (NACOI). She
and her Irish-born husband, Cathal Marlow, quickly jumped
into action and organized a fund-raiser at St. Ignatius Parish
Hall in NDG on January 8th. With everything donated, from
the hall, to the Indian food, the Sri Lankan, Indian and
Indonesian dancers and the Black Watch Pipe Band, the $20.00
admission and all contributions went straight to the Canadian
Red Cross. Flora reports that the $23,317 raised among the
400 attendees that evening were matched by the Federal
Government.

Marise May, a long-time dancer with The Bernadette Short
School of Irish Dancing, had a close brush with fate. She, of
Acadian-Irish-Jewish heritage, met Cha, a Sri Lankan, while
both were working in Japan. They were married in Sri Lanka
on December 1st, then Marise came home to Montreal to spend
Christmas with her family and to speed up the immigration
process for Cha who could not get a visitor’s visa to come
with her. His village of Negombo on the souththwest coast of
Sri Lanka near Colombo was severely damaged by the
tsunamis. His family home, mercifully, was spared because it
has a foundation and because it was sheltered by a church
which took the full brunt of the vicious waves. He and his
family escaped unharmed but their home is a mess and their
fishing business is on hold. Marise canvassed family and
friends and was able to send $1,000 to help the villagers rebuild
their lives. “That’s as good as spending $10,000 here,” she
says.

Andriù MacGabhann, better known as Belfast Andi,
appealed to the famine memories of Irish Montrealers when
he organized CeltAid, an evening of Irish music and dance
for the benefit of tsunami victims, at the Royal Canadian

Legion on January 28th. The $1,712 profit went to the Canadian
Red Cross.

Patrick McLaughlin put his musical talent to use when he
teamed up with the Sri Lankan Community (both Tamil and
Sinhalese) at St. Ignatius Parish Hall the next night to bring Irish,
South American and Quebecois musicians together to show
solidarity and to raise money for Sri Lankan children. They raised
$6,500 and are in the process of choosing the most needy
recipients, be that a school, a hospital or a clinic. Visit
www.walkasong.org for the final decision.

Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce President, Paul Loftus,
and his Indonesian-born wife Vivi and their daughter were in
Jakarta in December for Vivi’s brother’s wedding and to spend
Christmas with her family. The threat of terrorist attacks was
uppermost in their minds when the earthquake and tsunamis
struck. They were a three-hour plane ride away from the worst-
hit area of Banda Aceh and, although safe from harm themselves,
very concerned if and how aid would reach the people who needed
it most. They returned to Montreal asking everyone they meet to
send medicine and medical workers rather than money.

SPS member Sheila-Kindellan-Sheehan’s new book The
Sands Motel, made the top-ten on The Gazette’s

bestseller list on January 22nd after being launched on
November 20th.  And speaking of Sheila, watch for her on
Pulse News on St. Patrick’s Day. She’ll be taking viewers
on a tour of the childhood neighbourhood she wrote about
in her first book, Sheila’s Take.

Be sure to turn your TV on!

By Kathleen Dunn
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Around town
ICCC Pub Quiz coming VERY soon

Catherine McKenna, sail-trainee aboard the Jeanie Johnston
replica, will be launching her book: Jeanie Johnston Journal

– An Irish Famine Ship Revisits Canada and Grosse Île in the
21st Century – as well as delivering a brief reading and answering
questions. The book features a Preface by J. Peter Shea, Montreal
Irishman of the Year 2001, (and President of SPS in 2000-2002).
This will take place on Wednesday, March 9th, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.
at The Atwater Library & Computer Centre, 1200 Atwater (below
the old Forum). Best entrance is on Tupper. Everyone is welcome.
Light refreshments will be served and copies of the book will be
available for purchase. Published by Price-Patterson Ltd. ISBN
1-896881-49-1, the suggested retail price: $9.99.

Tara Golf has lined up its tournaments for the upcoming
season. Before they begin, why not join everyone for the

annual social which will take place on April 30th at Le Festin
du Gouverneur or consider becoming a member of the Club!
All levels welcome. Call Judy Grossman at 933-6021 or John
O’Shea at 697-8889 for information. Check the calendar for
dates and locations of all Tara Golf activities. Contact John
for details. Members and their guests are always assured of a
Céad Mile Fáilte.

Golf season will begin soon!

Although this event will take place in Ottawa, it should
interest many of you. On the program are céilís, seísiúns,

a banquet, a concert and a youth program. There will be
workshops featuring music, singing, set and céilí dance, and
Irish language classes. The convention will be held at the
Ottawa Marriott Hotel, 100 Kent Street, for four days from
March 31st to April 3rd.

For information, contact Maureen Maher (613) 823-4842 or
by e-mail convention2005ottawa@rogers.com. The
convention’s website is:  www.cceottawa.com

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann - North
American Convention

The Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce, Montreal Chapter,
has organised a Quiz Night for the Irish Community. To be

held in the Upstairs Bar at Hurley’s on February 23rd, it’s the annual
competition for the McKeown Trophy.

Entrance is $20.00 (includes a beer or soft drink and finger buffet).
Lots of prizes!! Teams will consist of four people. There will be
five rounds of ten questions (General Knowledge, Sports, Current
Affairs, etc.,) plus a round of ‘photo’ questions before the quiz gets
underway.

Get there by 5:30 p.m. as the quiz itself will begin promptly at 6:15
p.m. Put your teams together and confirm with Jim as soon as
possible. Individuals will be accommodated and teams formed on
the night. Information available from Jim Kirby at (514) 733-
5980 or by e-mail at jaskirby@hotmail.com.

Jeanie Johnston journal to be launched

An Irish tribute to Montreal’s
Karnak Shriners

Help the Shriners help children by supporting and enjoying
an evening at the Corona Theatre, 2490 Notre-Dame West

(Lionel Groulx Metro). Featuring Richard Wood, PEI’s world-
renowned fiddling virtuoso and stepdancer, and Celtic Grace,
the show will take place on March 10th at 7:30 p.m. Tickets
are $23.00 and $49.00 available at the Corona Box office (514)
931-2088 or the Montreal International Celtic Festival office
at (514) 481-7408 ex.228/231.
Website: www.theatrecorona.com/site.html

Check out Audrey O’Breham’s  display at Vanier College,
821 Ste-Croix, St-Laurent (514) 744-7500, from March

29th to April 1st. It will be presented  either in the display case
in the  Carrefour, or in the one in front of the library. For
directions, please enquire at security, at the entrance of 821
Ste-Croix.

The second annual Irish Sounds of Quebec will take place
on Friday, February 25th, at 7:00 p.m. at Oscar Peterson

Hall on the Loyola Campus of Concordia University.
Organizer Cathal Marlow promises a shorter, more professional
show than last year featuring song, dance, poetry, stories and
music from Ireland. Donations from the proceeds will be made
to Mother Theresa’s Missionaries of Charity and to local
charities. Call Cathal for tickets: (450) 477-9949.

Irish history and immigration to Canada

A show not to be missed!

A ‘Pub Night’ with a difference

Cine Gael joins forces with NFB

On March 29th, the documentary When Hockey Came to
Belfast and the classic short film, Blades and Brass, will

be presented by Cine Gael and the National Film Board at 1564
rue St. Denis (corner of de Maisonneuve). Brian O’Neill, NHL
consultant and recipient of the 2005 SPS Community Award,
will address the hockey-starved community. Tickets are $7.00
or $5.00 (for Cine Gael members). For more information, contact
Lynn Doyle at  481-3503.

Five of Bernadette Short’s students will be going to Ireland
for the World Championships of Irish Dancing the week of

March 20th. To wish them well and help them with expenses,
everyone is invited to the 5th Annual Short School Pub Night on
Friday, March 11th, at 7:30 p.m., at the Montreal West Town
Hall. There will be performances by the champions, Anne-Marie
Keenan, Casey Costello, Michael Keane, Leandra Langlois and
Allison Coull, and by Celtic Grace, music by SWERVE, a cold
buffet by Chenoy’s, and cash bar by Hurley’s. Admission is $25.
Call 488-3606 for tickets.
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DATE EVENTS FURTHER INFORMATION

16 February, 2005

Feb. 23 ICCC Pub Quiz, Hurley’s Upstairs Bar, 6:15 p.m. $20.00 Jim Kirby 733-5980
Feb. 25 Irish Sounds of Quebec, Oscar Peterson Hall, 7:00 p.m. $10.00 Cathal Marlow    (450) 477-9949
Feb. 25 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 4 St. Patrick’s Ball, Chateau Champlain, $170.00/$90.00– under 27 Alistair O’Hara 481-6834
Mar. 6 Annual Mass of Anticipation & UIS General Meeting, St. Gabriel’s Church, 11:30 a.m. Margaret Healy 932-5250
Mar. 9 Jeanie Johnston book launch, Atwater Library & Computer Centre, 1200 Atwater, 6:00 p.m. David Price 935-4537
Mar. 10 ICCC Breakfast Seminar, a Paul Loftus presentation, University Club, 2047 Mansfield, 8:00 a.m. Diana James 845-0973
Mar. 10 Shriners’ Concert, Corona Theatre, 2490 Notre Dame West, 7:30 p.m., $23.00/$49.00 April O’Donoughue 481-7408
Mar. 11 Pub Night, World Championships of Irish Dancing, Mtl. W. Town Hall, 7:30 p.m. $25.00 Marilyn Meikle 488-3606
Mar. 11 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 11 Presentation of the GAA St. Patrick’s Parade Marshal, Chalet BBQ, $25.00 Edmond Stokes 933-1197
Mar. 12 Siamsa Céilí, NDG Legion, Addington/De Maisonneuve, 8:00 p.m. Bill White 483-6262
Mar. 12 Erin Sports Irishman of the Year Breakfast, Windsor Station, 9:00 a.m. Mabel Fitzgerald 989-1539
Mar. 12 Erin Sports post-Breakfast celebration, St. Gabriel’s, 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Francis Baddely 762-1882
Mar. 13 Green Mass, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 10:00 a.m. Mary McGovern 866-7379
Mar. 13 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, noon Ken Quinn 932-0512
Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon, Queen Elizabeth Hotel, $60.00 Paul Dunne 938-0877
Mar. 19 UIS Annual Parade Awards Banquet & Dance Beverly Murphy 694-0206
Mar. 29 Cine Gael/NFB films presentation, 1564 rue St. Denis, 7:00 p.m., $7.00 or $5.00 Lynn Doyle 481-3503
2Apr. 4 UIS Mass for Deceased Members, St. Dominic’s Parish, 8:00 p.m. Sheila Showers 696-0647
Apr. 8 & 9 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 9 Siamsa Céilí, NDG Legion, Addington/De Maisonneuve, 8:00 p.m. Bill White 483-6262
Apr. 28 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 30 Tara Golf Annual Social, Le Festin du Gouverneur, 8:15 p.m. John O’Shea 697-8889
May 5 Cine Gael 2005, Closing Evening, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 21 Ville Marie Feis, John Abbott College Pat Short 697-4343
May 21 Tara Golf, Opening Tournament, St. André Est Bob Batah 630-4482
May 29 AOH Annual March to the Stone, from St. Gabriel’s (following Mass) Larry Smith 993-7997
June 11 Tara Golf, Mountain Acres Golf Club Bob Batah 630-4482
June 17 St. Patrick’s Society Annual General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
June 21 St. Patrick’s Society Annual Golf Tournament, Belle Vue Golf Club, $120.00 Doris Rooney 481-1346
June 26 AOH Griffintown Ghost Watch Victor Boyle 928-7196
July 9 Tara Golf,  Craigwood, Lake Placid John O’Shea 697-8889
July 10 Tara Golf, Craigwood, Lake Placid (Best Ball) John O’Shea 697-8889
July 26 AOH Mass in the Park, Griffintown-St. Ann Park, foot of Mountain St Victor Boyle 928-7196
Aug. 6 AOH Annual Pilgriamage to Grosse Île Victor Boyle 928-7196
Aug. 6 Tara Golf, Alburg,  Vermont John O’Shea 697-8889
Aug. 26 AOH 2nd Annual Golf Tournament, LaFleur Golf Course, Khanawake, $65.00 Victor Boyle 928-7196

St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road

(514) 481-9609
Comfortable living for independent seniors.  Large gardens &
putting green. Indoor pool, exercise & billiard rooms. Many
social activities, outings, events & more…

Now renting!

Jimmy Heaslip

United Acoustics & Partitions (2003) Inc.
645 McCaffrey
Ville Saint-Laurent (Québec)
Canada   H4T 1H3

tél (514) 727-8337
fax (514) 737-4864
cel (514) 592-8180

e-mail:  unitedacoustique@qc.aibn.com
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FASKEN

MARTINEAU

Peter E. Kirby
Member of the Quebec, Ontario, New York
and Massachusetts Bars

Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP
Barristers and Solicitors
Patent and Trade-mark Agents

Stock Exchange Tower
Suite 3400, P.O. Box 242
800 Place Victoria
Montreal (Québec) Canada   H4Z 1E9

514 397 4385 Direct
514 397 7600 Facsimile
pkirby@mtl.fasken.com

NATIONAL
BANK
FINANCIAL

Andrea T. Bobkowicz
Investment Advisor

1 Place Ville Marie
Suite 1805
Montreal, Quebec  H3B 4A9
Telephone: (514) 871-4339

1-800-361-8838
Fax: (514) 871-5031
E-Mail: andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca


