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John and Maureen Little enjoying their ride in the calèche 

Why we should be proud of  
St. Patrick’s Society

On April 19th, Mary McDaid was invited 
to address the Quebec Anglophone 

Heritage Network and members of the 
Montreal “Sister” societies. After reading 
Mary’s speech, I have gained a better 
understanding of  St. Patrick’s Society and 
the foundational role it has played in so 
many organizations and institutions in the 
Montreal community. As we celebrate this 
175th anniversary year, let me share some 
of Mary’s reflections with you.

“Our anniversary year is bookended because 
its opening and closing reflect two important 
happenings in our history. First, on St. 
Patrick’s Day, 1833, Dr. Edmund Bailey 
O’Callaghan, editor of “The Vindicator,” 
invited leaders of the Irish community to 
dinner. The guests were all reformers and 
supporters of Papineau’s patriotes, and the 
newspaper was printed by Ludger Duvernay, 
founder of the St-Jean Baptiste Society. Such 
was the link between the Irish-and French-
Canadians: they compared Quebec’s place 
in British North America and Ireland’s 
place in the United Kingdom and found a 
common bond.

Secondly, on March 17th, 1834, a more 
conservative group, considered to be the 
leading Irishmen of the city, met for the 
annual celebration. Their goal was to work 
from within the existing political system and 
they became the first members of the formally 
established St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal 
with an appointed executive and board etc. It 
was the first national society to be formed in 
Quebec and predated Confederation.

The Society was to be both non-political and 
non-sectarian, important features to reflect 

the wishes of the Irish immigrants who, tired of political and 
religious strife, wanted to enjoy freedom of political expression 
and religion, in a new land that did not impose penal laws.

Records show an Irish presence in Quebec from the late 16th 
century onwards with a major migration in the late 18th and early 
19th centuries. From the north of Ireland came the Galts (Sun 
Life Bldg., the Galt Estate), the McCords (Museum, landlords 
of Griffintown), and the Hingstons (mayors of Montreal). 
From the south and west came the Drummonds (industry), 
the Shaughnessys (railways), the Hincks and the Workmans 
(mayors of Montreal). These are familiar names of families who 
contributed to the building of our city as a commercial centre, the 
financial and industrial base of the emerging Canadian nation.

In those early years that were difficult for many, the Society 
supported the growing Irish community as it witnessed the 
incredible exodus from Ireland of families who were trying to 
escape the series of famines that occurred between 1839 and 
1847. Because the Society was non-political and non-sectarian, 
all who came were welcome and given medical attention when 
needed, offered employment and provided with education.



N
U
A
C
H
T

NUACHT, Community Newsletter of St. Patrick’s Society
Editorial Board: Anne Forrest (Editor)
 E-mail: annegaynor@yahoo.com
 
 Kathleen Dunn
 E-mail: dunn241@sympatico.ca

 Neil McKenty
 E-mail: neilmck@sympatico.ca

 Martina McLean
 E-mail: mcleans.mtlqc@sympatico.ca

Proofreading: Maura Druda

Advertising: Geri Newell
 Nuacht-sps@hotmail.com
Printing: Imprimerie Marion Printing
 5685 Laurendeau
 Montreal, QC   H4E 3W5
 Tel: (514) 769-3378
Subscription:  $10.00 p.a.

Please address all contributions to the Editor at the Society Office.
Tel: (514) 481-1346; Fax: (514) 481-9048;
E-mail: stpatsocmtl@qc.aibn.com
 St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal

St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road, #1

Montreal, QC H4V 2Z6

Deadline for submissions for next issue: Sep. 10, 2008
www.stpatricksociety.com

2 May 2008

A Word from the President

I wish I could write that one of the most popular and innovative 
decisions made in the last two years was that of relocating 

the Luncheon’s head table! However, that excellent decision was 
made at the request of our Guest Speaker, Premier Jean Charest, 
so that he could enjoy the event in as inconspicuous a manner 
as possible, given the circumstances. For this we are all very 
grateful – and yes, we will repeat this arrangement!

In a few weeks we will meet at our AGM on the beautiful 41st 
floor of Place Ville Marie and I will end my term as president 
of the Society. Our speaker will be Lorraine O’Donnell, PhD, 
and her topic: “The Irish in Quebec: Finding a community at 
home. I have been most fortunate in being able to work with a 
generous, energetic and enthusiastic Executive and Board and I 
thank them sincerely for their encouragement and support during 
these last two years. The success of all our activities begins with 
board-table discussions; it is then developed and completed 
by the excellent collaboration of the respective Committees, 
whose creativity and commitment make it possible for everyone 
involved to enjoy our celebrations while supporting our causes. 
The recipients of our successful Patron’s Fund this year are the 
Benedict Labre House in Pointe St. Charles and the Montreal 
General Hospital’s Palliative Care Unit – and we look forward 
to presenting our donations at the Annual General Meeting on 
June 19th. Join us in recognizing the incredible contribution that 
these two beneficiaries make to our Montreal community – and 
join us also in expressing the gratitude of the Irish community 
for the success of their respective mandates.

One main thread running through everything in these two years 
has been the preparation and inauguration of the Society’s 175th 
Anniversary. This has added its own flair and atmosphere to all 
our efforts, from the McCord Exhibition Committee to our own 
Anniversary Committee. Jim Cherry, Chair of the Exhibition’s 
Finance sub-committee has been organizing our fundraising drive 
for our March 2009 deadline, and our Anniversary Co-Chairs, 
Matthew Rooney and Andrea Bobkowicz, have ensured that our 
175th has been front and centre – with great success. It is with much 
pleasure that I thank all our Committees for the wonderful successes 
they have created: a spectacular Ball and Luncheon; an exciting 
and award-winning Parade unit, a revived Membership focus, a 
renewed and strengthened communications process that comprises 
NUACHT, our Society website and the Irish Radio Show. Today, as 
our Office Manager, Erin Matheson immerses herself in the needs 
of our continually successful Golf Committee – yes, in preparation 
for your enjoyment on June 17th – I am also acutely and gratefully 
aware that Erin’s participation at all our Committee meetings has 
improved inter-event communication and continuity in our overall 
programme, another important factor in our successes throughout 
this year.  For the past five years we have enjoyed the hospitality 
of Loyola High School for our Annual Christmas Concerts and we 
are grateful to the Loyola community for these opportunities and 
the success of these evenings, thanks to Rob Brodrick and Sandy 
McDonaugh. In honour of our 175th we will be returning this year 
to St. Patrick’s Basilica for a very special evening and I hope that 
you will all join us for more excellent entertainment.

Reflection on these past two years reminds me so much of the 
members and friends we have lost, all of whom have left their own 
imprint on the life of St. Patrick’s Society, particularly our past-
presidents, Patrick Dunn (2002-2004) and most recently, Patrick 
Wickham (1979-1981). I would also ask you to remember in your 
thoughts and prayers our own Fr. Thomas McEntee, a member of 
the Society but also a vital presence throughout our extended Irish 
community. Father McEntee is very ill at this time so do please 
keep him in your thoughts.

I have been most grateful for the opportunity to serve as your 
president and I thank you all for your generous support at all 
levels. This role has also allowed me to work directly with our Irish 
sister-organizations and this too has been a privilege for which I am 
profoundly grateful. The collaboration I have enjoyed with United 
Irish Societies, IPBS and Erin Sports particularly has smoothed 
my path on many occasions and I thank Marlene Demers, Brian 
Mitchell and Barry Holbrook for their generous assistance and 
cooperation.

To the members of the Society I have only one request: please attend 
our events. So much is happening and it is all coming to fruition in 
your name – please come and be a participant.  In June we will have 
our Golf Tournament and our AGM. In September we are honoured 
to invite you to our “Friendraiser” Cruise, and to our 3rd Annual 
Lecture at Concordia.  Your executive officers and directors would 
be delighted with your presence! Thank you one and all.

Mary McDaid
May 2008
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On April 23rd, 2008, Dr. David Wilson, author of the first of 
two volumes of a new McGee biography, subtitled Passion, 

Reason, and Politics 1825-1857, delivered an impressive lecture 
to a packed-out auditorium as Canadian Irish Studies marked the 
restoration and installation of the Thomas D’Arcy McGee Lintel 
Stones. St. Patrick’s Society and Mr. Brian Gallery, Chair of the 
Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, both contributed generously 
to a restoration project which allowed the McGee Lintels to be 
put on permanent display at Concordia University. 

McGee’s family home was in Montreal, on the south side of Ste. 
Catherine St. near Drummond St. The lintel stones that decorated 
the front door of his house were donated to Concordia by the Hill 
family in 1962, and they are now on the north wall of the EV 
atrium. The stones, made of Montreal limestone, are decorated 
with carved shamrocks. For some years they were covered by an 
extension to the original building which was destroyed by fire in 
1962. They were recovered, and donated to Loyola College, but 
by 2000, were in poor condition; one of them had deteriorated and 
was in imminent danger of losing the beautiful shamrock carvings 
through erosion. It was at this time that the then president of SPS, 
Peter Shea, initiated the process of having the lintels removed 
to a safe interior at Concordia. They would then be displayed to 
reflect the honour in which D’Arcy McGee was held by both the 
Society and the Irish community of Montreal.

At the event following Dr. Wilson’s lecture, Nancy Marrelli, 
Concordia’s Director of Archives, thanked Mr. Gallery and Ms. 

St. Patrick’s Society has lost yet another past-president. Patrick 
Wickham was the Society’s 83rd president, from 1979-1981. 

He died on April 8th following heart surgery. He was 83.
 
With his roots deeply planted in Montreal’s Irish Catholic 
Community, Patrick set out at an early age to help and support 
the organizations that had sprung out of the same community. His 
desire to be of help stemmed, no doubt, Patrick’s wife Dodie tells 
us, from accompanying his father on his weekend rounds at St. 
Mary’s Hospital as a boy. Although he did not follow his father 
into medicine, choosing notarial law instead, he maintained his 
involvement with St. Mary’s throughout his life and was still a 
member of the Board of Governors at the time of his death.
 
From St. Mary’s, Patrick branched out to the Catholic Welfare 
Bureau of the Federation of Catholic Charities, St. Patrick’s 
Orphanage (now Montreal St. Patrick’s Foundation), an apartment 
building for seniors on the West Island called Marian Hall, the Father 
Dowd Auxiliary, and the John Howard Society. During his years 
with St. Patrick’s Society, he was among the founders of St. Patrick 
Square in Cote St. Luc, another apartment residence for seniors.
 
Fellow past president Andrew Fogarty gave the eulogy at 
Patrick’s funeral. The two had worked together on several of those 
boards in what he calls “the days of volunteers when activities 

Former SPS president, Patrick Wickham, 1925-2008
By Kathleen Dunn

touched everyone in the 
community.”  He recalls that 
“those were happy days.”  
Another past president, 
Brian O’Neill, recalls his 
generosity “behind-the-
scenes” where Patrick 
would use his notarial skills 
and never charge.
 
Patrick and Dodie were 
married for 58 years and 
had two sons, Peter and 
Geoffrey, and two daughters, 
Diana and Sandra, and ten 
grandchildren. In business, 
he worked first with his 
uncle and, for most of his career, with two of his brothers, 
Arthur and Frank, in the notarial firm of Wickham, Wickham 
and Lussier. He made time for skiing and golf and a cottage 
in Maine . Arthur, also a SPS member, told NUACHT “I don’t 
know how he did it all.” 
 
Dodie said of Patrick, “He enjoyed helping people. That 
defined him.”  He will be missed.

Patrick Wickham

Thomas D’Arcy McGee celebration at Concordia

(l. to r.) Nancy Marelli, Director of Archives; Brian O’Neill 
Gallery, Chair of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation; 
Barry Hill; Kathy Assayag, VP, Advancement and Alumni 

Relations;  Mary McDaid; and Dr. Michael Kenneally

Mary McDaid, president of  St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal, as 
well as Mr. Barry Hill, whose family donated the lintels initially. 
Kathy Assayag, vice-president of Concordia’s Advancement and 
Alumni Relations, also thanked Mr. Gallery and St. Patrick’s 
Society for their contribution and for their continuing support 
of Irish Studies at Concordia.
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In accordance with Article 4 of the By-Laws of St. Patrick’s 
Society of Montreal, the Nominating Committee, consisting 

of John Little (Chair), Lynn Doyle, Michael Kenneally, Brian 
O’Neill and Peter Shea, has met and proposes the following 
slate of Offi cers and Directors for the year 2008-2009.

President Alistair O’Hara
Vice-Presidents Andrea Bobkowicz
 Scott Phelan
 Patrick Shea
Treasurer Paul Dunne
Secretary Christie Brown

Board of Directors    
Thomas Brady
Ed Brennan  
Rob Brodrick  
Paul Doyle  
John Lemieux  
Sandra McDonaugh  
Frank McMahon 

Thomas Mulcair
John Mulholland
Matthew Rooney
Ed Short 
Robert Travers 
Irene Woods 
Dan Zangwill

The voting will take place at the Annual General Meeting on 
Thursday, June 19th, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at RBC, 1 Place Ville 
Marie, 41st Floor. We look forward to seeing you there.

Proposed SPS slate for 2008-2009

However, throughout the world, reformers were gaining ground 
and trying to maintain a collaborative relationship with civil 
authorities as they rebuilt the Catholic Church as it emerged 
from a period in which the papacy had lost much of its political 
infl uence. In Ireland, this was the task of Irish-born and Rome-
educated Cardinal Paul Cullen. The years of his mandate are 
referred to as the “Cullenization” of Ireland. Externally, catholic 
liturgical and devotional life was promoted while church 
authority prevailed over family and often personal freedoms.

Then the twin plagues of Irish life – politics and religion 
– arrived here. In 1856, Father Patrick Dowd, educated in a 
Cullenized Ireland, reconstituted the Society as a “confessional” 
organization. This created a split in the ranks as Protestants 
were no longer eligible for membership. Sir William Hingston 
resigned in disgust and “The Irish Protestant Benevolent 
Society” was founded. Despite this, certain links can never 
be broken, and St. Patrick’s Society has enjoyed a friendship 
and collaboration with the “Sister” societies (Welsh, Scottish 
and German) for many years. Today we are delighted to have 
joined forces with the IPBS to present the exhibition, “Being 
Irish,” at the McCord Museum of Canadian History.

The Society has fl ourished and is proud of its history. To date, 
of our 96 presidents, fi ve were mayors of Montreal, others 
were doctors, lawyers, academics, justices, federal MPs and 
senators, and one also a vice-president of the  National Hockey 
League.

Today, we continue to maintain the Society’s triple mandate 
of charitable, educational and cultural support for both the 
Irish community and the Montreal community at large. The 
endowment from the McCormick family enables us to distribute 
between $65,000 and $75, 000 per year in annual grants, and 
our annual ball, luncheon, golf tournament, lecture series and 
Christmas concert are all fundraisers through whose efforts 
we are faithful to the Society’s original mandate.

As a charitable society, SPS has been steadfast in its 
establishment and support of many of Montreal’s institutions 
including: St. Mary’s Hospital; the Montreal City and District 
Savings Bank (the Laurentian); the Montreal Convalescent 
Home (the Lindsay); St. Patrick’s Basilica, St. Patrick Square 
in Cote-St-Luc, the Father Dowd Home. More recently our 
outreach is to organizations such as “Share the Warmth”; 
Benedict Labre House; the Columban Cemetery Project; the 
Juan Moreno Centre for Immigrant Women and Children.

Education is equally important. The Society supported Loyola 
in its efforts to obtain university status which led ultimately to 
the creation of Concordia University. In recent years it made an 
initial donation of $100,000 for the Centre of Canadian Irish 
Studies at Concordia. This has led to further funding from 
various sources, including the generous joint contribution of 
$3m from Concordia and the Quebec Government which was 
announced at the St. Patrick’s Society luncheon on March 17th

by Premier Charest in the presence of Declan Kelly, the Irish 
Ambassador to Canada.

The Society strongly supports the Irish community’s galaxy of 
cultural organizations, 22 in all, including Irish dancing, language, 
music, drama, sports, radio and cinema. Sixteen years ago, Lynn 
Lonergan Doyle, then a director of SPS, persuaded the Board 
to support the development of “Cine Gael Montreal,” an annual 
festival of Irish fi lms which has become the longest–running fi lm 
society outside Ireland. Lynn became the 90th president and fi rst 
woman to lead SPS.

In 2008, we can well understand the debate on reasonable 
accommodation because we are proof of how it is possible to 
embark upon a new life in a strange environment and become so 
much a part of the constantly evolving fabric that is Canada. All 
the events that mark the St. Patrick’s season are opportunities for 
the Irish to remember and rejoice in the gift of being able to start 
anew and continue the contribution that our forebears initiated.

To quote a former member of our Society, Thomas D’Arcy 
McGee: ‘Where there is diversity in the origin, time only can 
play the part of solvent;. such a result cannot be hurried without 
being delayed.’”

Sources:
a)  SPS Archives
b) SOS Constitutions
c) Kevin James: Canadian Journal of Irish Studies, Vol. 26,   
 no.2

Society (cont.)
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It was a great day for the Irish in Montreal when on St. 
Patrick’s Day itself, the new Johnson Chair in Canadian Irish 

Studies was announced. This position was made possible by a 
permanent endowment of $3 million: $2 million from the Quebec 
government was made to the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, 
which manages the program, and accepted by its founding 
chair, Brian Gallery and a further $1 million was announced by 
the university’s president Michael Di Grappa on behalf of the 
Concordia University Foundation’s president, Kathy Assayag and 
its vice-president, Brian Edwards.

It was a fi tting tribute to the Irish that the announcement was 
made at the annual St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon at the Hotel 
Bonaventure, in the presence of Declan Kelly, Ireland’s Ambassador 
to Canada, Quebec Premier Jean Charest, former Premier Daniel 
Johnson, Montreal Mayor Gérald Tremblay, Concordia president 
Michael Di Grappa and about 700 members of the Montreal Irish 
community. Jean Charest explained that the government’s gesture 
is to fund deepening the knowledge of the Irish heritage that has 
contributed to the history and identity of Quebec so that we can 
better understand ourselves.

The chair has been named the Johnson Chair in Canadian Irish 
Studies, in recognition of one of the most illustrious and unique 
Irish-Quebec families. Daniel Johnson, son of a French-Canadian 
mother and an Anglophone journalist from Ireland, was the Union 
Nationale premier in 1966. Two of his sons also became premiers, 
Daniel, Jr., as a Liberal, and Pierre Marc as leader of the Parti 
Québécois. “On behalf of the Johnson family, I would like to say 
that we are all deeply honoured by this public recognition of our 
contribution to public life in Quebec,” said Daniel Johnson Jr..

The $3-million endowment will generate an annual income to 
appeal to a high-profi le professor with an international reputation 
who will attract graduate students and research funding to the 
University. Michael Kenneally, founding director of the Centre 
for Canadian Irish Studies, anticipates that it will be a year before 
a holder of the chair is chosen.

“We are extremely honored that both these foundations chose to 
make such a substantial donation to reinforce and expand our Irish 
Studies programme, which has already developed into a premier 
programme in this fi eld,” said Concordia president, Michael Di 
Grappa. He went on to thank the entire Board of Trustees and the 
many supporters of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation; the 
relentless work of Michael Kenneally over the last ten years to 
consolidate Canadian Irish Studies at Concordia and especially 
Brian Gallery for “his tireless efforts, enthusiasm and unique 
contribution to the strong academic achievements of Concordia 
University and the success of its students.”

Concordia’s Irish Studies programme was launched in 2000, and 
now offers an average of 18 courses a year in Irish and Irish-
Canadian subjects. Its prestigious Irish public lecture series has 
attracted more than 120 distinguished scholars and public fi gures, 
including the Nobel Poet Laureate, Seamus Heaney, former prime 

Ph
ot

o:
 L

oi
s S

ie
ge

l

$3 million funds the Johnson Chair in Canadian Irish Studies

minister Garret FitzGerald and more recently cooking expert, 
Darina Allen. The Canadian Irish Studies Foundation annually 
awards 20 fully-funded scholarships to worthy students.

For more information, contact Michael Kenneally, Director of the 
Centre for Canadian Irish Studies, at (514) 848-2424, ext. 7389.

(l. to r.) Brian O’Neill Gallery, Chair of the Canadian Irish 
Studies Foundation; Quebec Premier Jean Charest and 

Dr. Michael Kenneally, Director of CCIS

St. Gabriel’s Parish will hold a Memorial Mass in memory of 
Patrick Dunn on Thursday, June 5th at 7:00 p.m. The church 

is located at 2157 Centre Street in Pointe St. Charles.

The parishioners are having this service in Mr. Dunn’s memory for 
his friendship to our parish at times when friendship and support 
were greatly required. His understanding for the need of the many 
great ministries that evolve from the parish, and the impact that 
the loss of any of these ministries would have on its parishioners 
and community, was evident.

The parish is a pillar of strength to the community. Its Irish 
roots are strongly entrenched in its population. Whether it be 
for the Annual Mass of Anticipation, or for the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians’ Annual Mass and subsequent  memorial at the 
Black Stone on Bridge Street to commemorate the loss of 6,000 
Irish souls – the annual “Walk to the Stone” – or the many Irish 
cabarets and concerts that are put on by the Clahane Family and 
the Parish Choir, St. Gabriel’s parishioners are extremely proud of 
their Irish roots and are very welcoming to the many who come 
to participate in its community. It is a congregation blessed with 
a great faith in Christ and one which continually wears that faith 
on its shoulders for all to see.

As many in the Irish community have done over time, Patrick Dunn 
as president of St. Patrick’s Society, extended his hand of friendship 
at a moment when it was most welcome. For further information 
on the special mass, please call (514) 937-3597.

Patrick Dunn to be honoured
By David O’Neill

By Martina McLean
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Breakfast …

At 9:00 a.m. on March 8, 2008, (the morning-after-the-
night-before) close to 1000 members of Montreal’s Irish 

community and their friends gathered in the concourse of 
Windsor Station. The occasion was Erin Sports Association’s 
“Irishman-of-the-Year Breakfast” at which Robert (Robin) 
Burns was being honoured.

Although this was the 31st such breakfast, for me it was my 
first, but not, I hope my last. The bright and airy concourse 
easily accommodated the huge crowd, and despite the threat 
of an imminent major snowstorm, spirits were high. I’ve never 
seen so many Irish coffees being downed before the eggs and 
sausages hit the tables! Perhaps some of the attendees who had 
staggered across the road from the Chateau Champlain where 
they’d been partying at the St. Patrick’s Society Ball, needed this 
‘charge’ to keep their eyes open. However, the entertainment 
that was on hand would have kept anyone awake.

Yes, under the leadership of emcee Joey Elias, the head table 
of 18 men and one lone woman (the public relations officer 
of the Montreal police force) provided us with an assortment 
of jokes, songs and speeches. I was thrilled to see Warren 
Cromarty and Scotty Bowman at this table. There was never 
a dull moment and I learned a great deal about Montreal’s 
sporting community.

And what about the breakfast itself? That was a real feast. Long 
tables were laden with a wide variety of hot and cold delights 
including the best scrambled eggs ever. Congratulations to 
Danny Gallant, chairman of the event, Ron McDougall, vice-
chairman, Mabel Fitzgerald, ticket co-coordinator, and the 
committee members and many volunteers for all their hard 
work.

As we left, after spending three enjoyable hours of good 
company, great food and fun, the snow was already falling 
fast, but because of the luck of the Irish, its arrival was well 
timed. Barry Holdbrook’s Erin Sports Association had done it 
again and if you’ve never been to this annual event, plan to be 
there in March 2009.

         … and dinner

The other celebration that I attended was on March 29, 2008, 
at the Buffet Sorrento in LaSalle. This was the 184th St. 

Patrick’s Parade Dinner-Dance Awards Banquet organized by 
the United Irish Societies who had earlier hosted the Queen’s 
Selection Night in this same location.

Another ‘first’ for me, this proved to be a memorable evening. 
After nearly an hour of drinks, hors d’œuvres and chatting in the 
foyer, we moved on into the banquet hall for dinner and dancing. 
We stood as the Parade Queen and Princesses processed to 

their table, followed by the occupants of the head table under the 
guidance of UIS president, Marlene Demers. Then the Irish and 
Canadian national anthems were sung by Francis Baddeley who 
received a plaque honouring his many years of singing at this and 
similar functions. Was this to be his swan song perhaps? Toasts, 
the opening grace, introductions and short addresses were next, 
after which the Simon McDonaugh Humanitarian Award and the 
Liam Daly Heritage Award were presented to Brian Dowd and 
Elizabeth Quinn respectively.

And then we ate! It was a roast beef dinner preceded by a cream 
soup and a salad, and followed by crêpes Sorrento. Praise goes 
to the Buffet Sorrento staff for their prompt and courteous 
service.

During the evening, there was plenty of entertainment: the Celtic 
Grace Dancers performed with their inimitable élan and dexterity; 
the Black Watch piped plaintively and four of their members 
presented an amazing sword dance; the members of the Royal 
Court showed off their talents as dancers and singers; and Music 
by Sound (the DJ) kept everything moving along at a good pace. 
My only complaint was that our table was situated too close to the 
loudspeaker system and conversation was almost impossible.

Thanks to the initiative of Terry Corcoran, a special group was 
honoured – members of the Canadian Armed Forces who were 
on leave from Afghanistan. It was heart warming to see them 
dancing with the lovely Parade Queen and Princesses!

SPS did not go unrecognized. Our Society was the recipient of 
two UIS parade trophies: the Past Presidents’ Trophy for the Best 
Sister Society and the Simon McDonaugh Memorial Trophy, the 
Grand Prize for the best overall entry. (They did take up rather 
a lot of table space!).

Although, like Cinderella, I left the party at midnight, it continued 
for several more hours and was, by all accounts, an night to 
remember. Thank you, again, Marlene Demers and UIS, for 
providing us with an unforgettable evening.

Two highlights of the ‘Season’
By Anne Forrest

Windsor Station – in party mode
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If Kevin Tierney of Bon Cop Bad Cop fame thinks you’re funny 
and Montreal’s favourite tabloid, The Mirror, in its annual 

Best of Montreal issue, votes you one of the city’s Top Ten Best 
Stand-up Comedians and if you have ‘em rolling in the aisles at 
every comedy venue in town and if all this happened in less than 
six months … you’re probably not only very funny but you may 
be on to something really, really big!

I can say with the conviction born 
of personal experience that few 
members of SPS are funny or even 
have a sense of humour; they are 
occasionally strange, yes, and even 
eccentric, but funny is not a word 
that leaps out as the key adjectival 
qualifier. Google “funny” and SPS 
does not come up. So, Andrea 
Stanford, an SPS member, may 
well have to make up for the rest 
of us – to carry, as it were, a sort 
of Whitewoman’s Burden on our 
behalf, not to push the Kipling 
colonial and Empire reference too far. 
She started doing stand-up just over five months ago and has 
accomplished much in a short period of time.  Since her debut 
Andrea has performed all over Montreal and Ottawa. She was a 
recent winner of the monthly Best of the Open Mike competition 
at the Comedyworks, where winners of every Monday’s Open 
Mike vie for a much-coveted weekend spot. A recent show was 
an All-Women’s extravaganza at the Comedy Nest featuring 
Kate Davis and Alison Dore, and she has opened for Mike Ward 
and newly svelte Joey Elias, well known to the Irish community 
at the Annual Irishman-of-the-Year Breakfast (he should now 
have competition). Most recently, Andrea was a featured act at 
a Comedy Lounge Benefit Show, where all proceeds went to the 
Quebec Breast Cancer Foundation.

We were among the 100 or so people to 
see her at the Comedy Lounge benefit, and 
was she on form that night! It was a mostly 
youngish audience peppered with a few not-
so-old-at-heart wrinklies. She performed in 
front of her mother, step-father and a throng 
of relatives from New York City who came in 
for the show. We met her at the door – for once 
we had arrived early – and she immediately 
offered that she was very nervous: “I’m always 
that way before a show, which is not unusual 
except it’s an all day affair for me”, adding, 
and missing the irony, “I hope it gets better 
as I’m no fun to be around.” I reminded her 
that Jerry Seinfeld still has the same problem 
and look where it got him! She was on second 
of the five women comedians performing 
that evening and we saw her husband, Mark, 
always supportive, helping her tame the 
butterflies before she walked on stage taking 

By Ned Eustace
up what must be one of the loneliest spots on earth at that 
moment.

Andrea is not just good, she’s superb by any standard, and after 
less that six months performing she’s nothing short of amazing! 
To frame her brand of comedy, the words and ideas that leap 
to mind are intelligent social commentary focused on the way 

we live, act and interact with each 
other. Her delivery is professional 
and polished. It’s not what she says 
but how she says it. She uses the 
occasional well-placed expletive 
that works, but she was, thankfully, 
very far removed from the sexually 
explicit and overly anatomical 
focus on body parts and fluids of 
some of her buddies that night, and 
she stayed away completely from 
Shamroguery, leaving that to Joey 
Elias. She makes observations on 
life that once made are obvious and 
hilarious, and in that sense she’s 

not unlike the great Billy Connolly 
and George Carlin. That evening her father who hails from 
Barbados and hates Canadian winters came in for a fair (or 
possibly unfair) roasting. Andrea made much of his sense of 
being popular as he caught up on a pile of mail, mostly of the 
junk variety, accumulated during a winter three month absence. 
Her West Indian accent as she parodied her good father’s 
well-intentioned and likely much needed fatherly advice to his 
daughter was something to behold and had the place helpless 
with laughter. Then on to another familiar target. Who hasn’t 
been thoroughly fed up and impatient with teenage angst and 
annoyed at being ignored and unacknowledged having sent even 
the most innocuous of hellos in their direction? Well, Andrea 
has and I’m certain that if her fourteen-year-old niece hears 
about the show I saw she’ll never speak to her aunt again!

Like so many young women (and young men) 
from our community Andrea got her first shot 
at performing in public through nurturing her 
native talent at the Bernadette Short School of 
Irish Dancing. As a child she was part of the 
Irish dancing entertainment at many SPS Balls 
and still helps at feiseanna. She has an Honours 
BA in Communications from Ottawa University 
and got her first view of showbiz thanks to 
Kevin Tierney who employed her at his ParkEx 
Pictures Company where she grew into the role 
of Unit Publicist for Bon Cop Bad Cop. Kevin 
had this comment on her new extra-curricular 
career: “From virtually the very moment she 
opened her mouth at our first meeting, I could 
tell Andrea is a funny person. That doesn’t 
mean she told jokes - that she does tell jokes 
and apparently really well (I have yet to see 

Andrea Stanford – a rare oiseau indeed!

Andrea Stanford: standup comedian

Andrea and her sister, Sharon: 
Irish dancers

Cont. p.10
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Irishman-of-the-Year Breakfast… St. Patrick’s Day Parade…

1. Pierrette Sevigny, Barry Holbrook, Richard McConomy (Irishman-of-the-Year Breakfast)
2. Ann English, Brede Merrigan & Frank Ajersch (Irishman-of-the-Year Breakfast)
3. John Mulholland with SPS parade banner (Parade)
4. Peter Shea and Mary McDaid (Parade)
5. Kathleen O’Reilly, Bev Rozek & Mabel Fitzgerald (SPS Luncheon)
6. Marlene Demers (SPS Luncheon)
7. Ann Jarrett and Marianna O’Gallagher (SPS Luncheon)
8. Dr. Fiona MacGeachy & Premier Jean Charest (SPS Luncheon) 

1

2

3

3

4

56

7

8
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 St. Patrick’s Society Ball & Luncheon… UIS Awards Banquet

1. Bev Rozek and Declan Kelly, Irish Ambassador to Canada (SPS Luncheon)
2. Matthew Rooney, Andrea Bobkowicz (Co-chairs 175th Anniversary Committee),   
  Jean Charest, Mary McDaid & Danny Zangwill, Luncheon Chair (SPS luncheon)
3. Gavin Kenneally & Mayor Gérald Tremblay (SPS Luncheon)
4. Erin Matheson, Conall Francoeur & Christie Brown (SPS Luncheon)
5. Edward Short, Betty Scott, Alistair O’Hara, Christie Brown (Chair), Conall Francoeur,  
 Julie Dunn & Patrick Short (SPS Ball Committee)
6. Christine Lengvari, Maeve Francoeur, Emmett Francoeur, Patty O’Connor & Nancy  
 Redfearn (SPS Ball)
7. Mary Lynne Loftus and SPS trophies won in the Parade (UIS Awards Banquet)
8. Briana Yerbury, Parade Queen (UIS Awards Banquet)

2

3

1

6

7

8

4

5
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By Dana Hearne

10  May 2008

It was a great treat to have Mary McGuckian as our guest for 
the weekend of March 29th-30th. She was born and raised in 

Northern Ireland and educated in Ireland and France. Her fi rst 
degree (from Trinity College, Dublin) was in engineering, but 
then she turned to the stage both as a playwright and an actor. 
She began writing for the screen in the late eighties and since 
that time she has written and directed seven fi lms, four of which 
we screened during this special weekend. We opened with 
one of her earlier fi lms This is the Sea (1997) which I had the 
pleasure to introduce. Set in Northern Ireland during the 1994 
cease-fi re, it is in fact a love story caught within the political 
confl ict. McGuckian explained that the love story (between a 
Protestant girl and a Catholic boy) was an effort on her part to 
suggest a new beginning: “the waves and the sea, the rivers that 
make up the past running into something new.”  Her trilogy 
– Rag Tale, Intervention and Inconceivable (made between 
2005 and 2008) moved away from the traditional narrative 
style of her earlier work to look at contemporary issues: the vile 
and seedy world of tabloid journalism; the psycho therapeutic 
interventions in the drug-addicted lives of a sorry cast of 
characters and their spouses, lovers etc; and, in Inconceivable, 
the murky world of reproductive technology. There was a Q&A 
session after each of these fi lms and an inteview/Q&A hosted 
by Laurel Wypkema after Intervention.

Having McGuckian on hand to discuss these fi lms proved to be 
an intellectually stimulating and illuminating experience. The 
audience was superbly engaged and raised a range of probing 
questions to which the fi lm-maker took great trouble to respond. 
Asked what made her an “Irish” fi lm-maker, given that there 
was nothing Irish about her trilogy (in terms of characters and 
setting), she responded that her own sensibility as well as the 
funding were Irish and partly Irish (as in fact four countries 
were involved in the making of the trilogy). She also added 
that most of the fi lms being made in Ireland today are clones 
of American fi lms or clones of British fi lms. Clearly this is an 
issue that Cine Gael will return to.

The following week was our much-loved evening of award-
winning short fi lms curated by Cine Gael Montreal’s own 
Kester Dyer and Concordia University PhD student Heather 
MacDougall (who also introduced the evening). It was a 
wonderful selection of fi lms and the audience gave top marks 

to Buskers. Among the top favourites were Badly Drawn Roy and 
Farewell Packets of Ten and Teeth.

On April 18th we screened Small Engine Repair (director Niall 
Heery). The fi lm was introduced by Patrick Vallely and it proved 
to be a heartwarming story of an aspiring country singer too shy at 
fi rst to put himself in the spotlight but who was galvanized fi nally 
by heartbreak and heartache to expose his pain with his gift of 
song. It was a surprisingly touching fi lm and many members of 
the audience told me it was their favourite of this season.

Thursday, April 24th was our Closing Film (Kings) and Reception 
in the Concordia Faculty Club. Kings (introduced by Peter Kirby) 
directed by Tom Collins and starring Colm Meaney, was selected 
as Ireland’s entry for best foreign-language fi lm at the Academy 
Awards – the fi rst time an Irish-language movie has been entered in 
the Oscar race. Kings is adapted from Jimmy Murphy’s play Kings 
of the Kilburn High Road, about Gaelic-speaking Irish labourers 
searching for an identity in an anonymous London – for the most 
part without much success. This was a powerful and extremely 
painful story of defeat and alienation. The reception following 
this screening was, as usual, a delightful event.

A big thanks to Hurley’s for hosting our members’ appreciation 
evening on May 13th. We screened The Offi cial George Best Story, 
an hour-long documentary of Northern Ireland’s George Best, 
one of the greatest footballers of all time. The rise of the modern 
footballer as multi-millionaire superstar can arguably be traced 
to the emergence in the 1960s of George Best. In this fi lm we are 
taken back to his early years where we meet some of the characters 
who had an impact on his life. Then it is off to Old Trafford, 
Manchester, for which he will always be remembered.

Best led the life of an extravagant Hollywood celebrity, renowned 
for his gambling habits, constant womanizing, violence and heavy 
drinking, which curtailed his playing career and eventually led to 
his death in November 2005 at the age of 59. 

And so we come to the end of another successful season of Irish 
cinema at Cine Gael and look forward to starting work on next 
season’s cinematic choices. We will keep you posted on our web 
site: www.cinegaelmontreal.com. Have a great summer!

her perform) is the real surprise.  Andrea sees the world through 
a prism of irony, constantly aware of the difference between 
what is being said or happening around her and what she thinks 
should be said or happening. In the gap between those two things 
lies her humour.  Whereas others might use that humour as a 
weapon, she uses hers as a defence, to protect herself from all 
the nonsense and phoniness around her. She is a rare oiseau as 
we say in Labrador, and I for one am thrilled to see her share 
her funny vision of the world with us all.”

After Kevin she moved onto working at Just for Laughs and now 
her full-time job is at the CBC where she is Operations Assistant 
to the Head of Regional Radio and Television.

Can opening for a major star at Just for Laughs be far away? She 
could do it, and everyone should take the fi rst opportunity that 
comes their way to see her perform.

A rare oiseau indeed!

Andrea (cont.)
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Bringing new life into the world is not as simple as it used 
to be. Sociological, economic, environmental and health 

considerations added to the mix can really stir the pot and create 
terrifi c surprises, shocks and excitement depending on the point 
of view. Technological advances coupled with deep genetic 
knowledge make the task of creating laws to govern assisted 
reproduction just as complicated the world over.

In Ireland, during February and March of this year, two government 
ministers and several fertility clinics were sent threatening letters, 
a hoax bomb and live bullets. Among those affected was the Sims 
Fertility Clinic in Dundrum, Dublin, Ireland’s largest private 
fertility unit.

Health Minister, Mary Harney, and Enterprise Minister, Micheal 
Martin, were the target of threatening letters containing live 
cartridges. They were opened by civil servants in their departments 
on February 29th. The Irish Citizens Defence Force claimed it 
was protesting at the practice of freezing embryos. It seems that 
it is high time that the government of Ireland held a referendum 
to guide them in introducing legislation to govern what happens 
to frozen embryos. In Ireland, clinics may not destroy frozen 
embryos, even though the couples may not want any more children 
or may have died beforehand. According to Dr Walsh, a director of 
the Sims Clinic, “… around 87% of these have no genetic structure 
to allow them to become a baby. But their status continues to be 
in a legal limbo here.”

With one in eight Canadian couples experiencing diffi culties 
conceiving, more and more of them are relying on reproductive 
technologies to assist them. Canada allows the practice of 
cryopreservation/freezing embryos. The option of cryopreservation 
has proven to be an extraordinarily useful procedure in assisted 

What can be done with frozen embryos? The crucial unanswered question

reproductive technology. At present, the best programmes report 
a 90% survival rate of cryopreserved material. Furthermore, 
the pregnancy rate per thawed embryo transfer approximates 
the pregnancy rate of fresh embryo transfer. However, since 
only 2% of unused frozen embryos are used for research, it 
begs the question of what is happening to the rest.

Can Ireland look to Canada for some guidance? Fertility treatment 
in Ireland is not yet governed by legislation. IVF practitioners 
follow ethical guidelines laid down by the Irish Medical Council, 
which views the intentional destruction of human embryos as 
professional misconduct. However, there is no statutory period 
for keeping these embryos in suspended animation. Canada’s 
Assisted Human Reproduction Act, section 5(1)(b) stipulates three 
legitimate reasons for creating human embryos: to create a human 
being, to improve assisted reproduction procedures, or to provide 
instruction in assisted reproduction procedures. These embryos 
cannot be sold. Some are destroyed or allowed to perish; some are 
donated to other women or couples; some are donated to a variety 
of different research projects, including fertility research and stem 
cell research; and some are stored indefi nitely (many clinics store 
embryos indefi nitely, apparently reluctant to discard them even 
when clients have only paid for a fi nite storage period). 

As Canada marks Infertility Awareness Week which ends 
Sunday, May 24th, let’s hope that the right balance is maintained 
in the continued updates to Canada’s Assisted Human 
Reproduction Act so that the rights of the unborn children and 
the parents are protected for the common good. May Ireland 
learn from the legal and ethical debates at home and abroad to 
quickly decide on a humane and fair way to treat the unused or 
even unwanted frozen embryos. Let it not become a question 
of economics – too many frozen embryos stored!

(l. to r.) Marlene Demers, Mary McDaid, Frank McMahon,
 Barbara Gale & John McDonaugh 

By Martina McLean

St. Patrick’s Society: winner of two parade awards

It’s no small feat to win a Parade award and this year, 
SPS was the winner of two of these. The United Irish 

Societies presented a wide variety of 20 trophies to many 
different groups ranging from Irish dancers to the Canadian 
SPCA. 

St. Patrick’s Society was selected as the ‘Best Sister 
Society’ and received the Past Presidents’ Trophy. But 
the most prestigious award it garnered was the Simon 
McDonaugh Memorial Trophy which is presented 
annually as the grand prize for the best overall entry.

Two SPS members are to be congratulated for putting 
together an impressive contingent to represent the Society: 
Barbara Gale and Frank McMahon. Their efforts are to 
be commended (it must have been those top hats and 
calèches!!). Thanks also to the many members who turned 
out on that chilly morning to support SPS.

By Anne Forrest



N
U
A
C
H
T

12  May 2008

Louth. At the 1690 battle, Britain’s Protestant king William 111 
defeated the deposed Roman Catholic king James 11 at the River 
Boyne west of Drogheda.
        
 “Remember 1690” has ever since been a slogan for generations 
of Protestant loyalists in British-governed Northern Ireland.

 
At one point in the ceremony Dr. Paisley 
stumbled and Bertie Ahern put out his 
arm to support the Ulster leader.  It 
was a remarkable climax to decades of 
hostility between these two giants of 
Irish history.
           
The Boyne site has been developed by 
Ahearn’s government as a reconciliation 
project helping to forge a friendship 
between Ahern and Paisley and thaw 
relat ions between Unionists  and 
Nationalists on the island.
         
Paisley said there could be no turning 
back to the “bad old days.”  “This must be 
the end of all atrocities and the building of 
the way to peace. The coming generation 
has the right to demand this and they must 
have it.  We cannot fail them,” he said.
           
Paisley, 82, stepped down less than a 
month after Ahern resigned.  For decades 
he was at the turbulent front line of 
Northern Irish politics.  Paisley added a 
kind word for the Irish prime minister.
             “ I think he will probably be a 
candidate for the presidency.  After all he 

has done he deserves to be the president of the country.” 

There is also speculation that Ahern might run for the post of EU 
president which will be created by the Lisbon Treaty.
              
Ahern won three successive general elections as head of a coalition 
government and oversaw an unprecedented decade-long economic 
boom named the “Celtic Tiger.” Along with the then British prime 
minister Tony Blair, he helped seal the landmark 1998 Good 
Friday agreement for Northern Ireland.
          
The peace accord steered the province away from decades 
of violence between Protestants and Catholics and led to the 
restoration of a power-sharing administration in Belfast just a 
little over a year ago.
             
Ahern says he will now fight to clear his name of corruption 
charges, saying when he announced his resignation he had “never 
received a corrupt payment and I have never done anything to 
dishonour any office I have held.” 

   
  

Bertie Ahern resigned as Irish Prime Minister (Taoiseach) 
on May 6th after 11 years in office.  He was one of Europe’s 

longest-serving leaders. Ahern handed in his seal of office 
to President Mary McAleese at her official residence on the 
outskirts of Dublin.  Elected Prime Minister in 1997, Ahern 
was succeeded by his Finance Minister, Brian Cowen.
             
Ahern, 56, announced his surprise 
resignation in April (only a year into 
his last term) amid growing pressure 
over an investigation by an anti-
corruption tribunal looking into his 
financial affairs.  He strongly denies 
any wrongdoing and says he is ready 
to testify and clear his name. In the 
state reception room at the president’s 
official residence, Ahern took less 
than a minute to sign his resignation 
letter and hand it to McAleese.
         
Before resigning, Ahern said his 
contribution to a peace deal that largely 
ended three decades of violence in 
neighbouring Northern Ireland was 
his “proudest achievement.”
       
“I thank God that we have closed the 
bloody chapters in our history and 
opened a new book of reconciliation 
and renewal,” Ahern wrote in the 
Irish Times.
         
Ahearn also called for the Irish to 
vote “yes” to the European Union’s 
key Lisbon Treaty in a June 12th 
referendum, which will provide Brian Cowen with his first 
major test in office. “I am convinced that the ratification of the 
Lisbon Treaty is imperative to the future economic and social 
progress of the Irish people,” Ahern wrote.

The Treaty of Lisbon, signed by the governments of the 27 Member 
States in Lisbon on 13th December, 2007, will provide the European 
Union with modern institutions and optimized working methods 
to tackle both  efficiently and effectively today’s challenges. In 
a rapidly changing world, Europeans, including Ireland, look 
to the EU to address issues such as globalization, climatic and 
demographic changes, security and energy. The Treaty of Lisbon 
will reinforce democracy in the EU and its capacity to promote 
the interests of its citizens on a day-to-day basis.
          
Ireland is the only EU member to hold a referendum on the 
treaty and the vote is being watched keenly across the 27-nation 
bloc because rejection could scupper the treaty altogether.
          
Hours before his formal resignation, Ahern joined retiring 
Northern Ireland First Minister Ian Paisley for the joint opening 
of the iconic Battle of the Boyne site north of Dublin in County 

Two giants exit the stage in Ireland
By Neil McKenty

A first! Ian Paisley and Bertie Ahern shaking 
hands in public,
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What’s new at the Centre for Canadian Irish Studies
By Kester Dyer

Canadian Irish Studies Creates Johnson Chair with 
$3Million from Government of Quebec and Concordia 
University Foundation  
Premier Charest made a historic announcement at the luncheon 
of St. Patrick’s Society on March 17th 2008. The Government of 
Quebec has donated $2 million to the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation to create a prestigious new Chair in Canadian Irish 
Studies at Concordia University. A further announcement from 
the Concordia University Foundation confirmed its own $1 million 
contribution to the Chair, thus creating a permanent endowment 
of $3 million. The annual income from the endowment will fund 
the Chair named in honour of the Johnson family.
(See more on this on p. 5.)

Irish Studies Students Receive Prestigious Grants
Heather MacDougall, a PhD candidate in Humanities was awarded 
an FQRSC fellowship for her project focusing on policies and 
practices in Irish-language filmmaking. 

Antoine Guillemette, a PhD candidate in History, obtained a 
SSHRC scholarship for his project entitled: «Commémorations 
du soulèvement de Pâques et culture populaire en Irlande entre 
1916 et 1991».

Field Studies in Ireland
Three Concordia students will be travelling to Ireland this summer 
taking part in the Centre’s Field Studies Course in Ireland. 
This is an independent study course which enables students 
to study a multitude of subjects in Ireland during the summer 
semester. For more information on this course please contact us 
at cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca.  

Inaugural Irish Protestant Benevolent Society Lecture
A new Canadian Irish Studies lecture has been created by the 
Irish Protestant Benevolent Society. The inaugural speaker will 
be Kerby Miller, Curator’s Professor of History at the University 
of Missouri in Columbia. The title of the lecture is “Only ‘Two 
Traditions’? Presbyterians and other ‘Irish’ in Ireland and 
America”. The lecture will take place on June 2, 2008 at 8:15 pm 
at Club Atwater, 3505 avenue Atwater in Montréal.

Concordia Irish Students Society
The Concordia Irish Students Society offers students the 
opportunity to participate in Montreal’s Irish culture. Since last 
year, the Society has held various events as well as marching in 
Montreal’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade. If this association 
interests you, now is the time to get involved. Irish or not, all are 
welcome!! For information about upcoming summer events or the 
Society in general contact ConcordiaIrishSociety@gmail.com  or 
search the group: Concordia Irish Society on Facebook.

Canadian Irish Studies Courses
Here are some of the Irish Studies courses offered at Concordia 
in 2008-09: 
Introduction to Irish Studies; Introduction to Irish Film; 
Contemporary Irish Literature; Twentieth Century Irish 

Drama; Modern Irish Language; Nationalism and Ethnicity: 
Ireland and Canada; Politics and Identity in Ireland and 
Québec; Celtic Christianity; Early 20th Century Irish Plays 
(Dramaturgy and Scene Study); The Irish and African 
Diasporas in the Atlantic World; Women, Nationalism Civil 
Rights: Case Studies from Northern Ireland and the Southern 
US (1955-1969); History of Ireland; James Joyce.

Visiting Scholars in 2008
Canadian Irish Studies is welcoming no fewer than three 
visiting scholars in 2008. Dr. Gearóid Ó hAllmhuráin is 
teaching a course on the history and culture of Irish Traditional 
Music during the summer while Dr. Katie Gough will teach 
two courses on Irish History in the fall and Dr. Linda Cardinal, 
the 2008 Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar will teach two courses 
in Political Science.

Canadian Association for Irish Studies Conference 2008
This conference entitled “Irish Eyes - Visions and Revisions” 
will take place from May 28 at St. Michael’s College, 
University of Toronto. The following scholars from Concordia 
will participate:
- Simon Jolivet: “The ’98 Irish Rebellion and the 1898 

Centennial Commemorations in Montreal.”
- Geoffrey Rayburn: “The Primitivist Vision in J.M. Synge’s 

The Aran Islands and the Contemporary Culture Industry 
of Inis Mor.”

- Rhona Richman Kenneally: “Performing the Quiet 
Man.”

- Megan Findlay: “Bark Answers Bark: Flan O’Brien, 
James Joyce and the Eroding Memory of Gaelic 
Language and Literature in Modernism.”

- Heather MacDougall: “Hero or Villain? The Irish 
Paramilitary Figure in American Fiction Film.”

- Michael Kenneally: “Through Colonial Eyes: Ireland 
and Canada in Margaret MacDougall’s Letter from 
Norah.”

- Lorrie Blair: “Canadian by Birth, Celtic by Choice: Celtic 
Tattoos and Cultural Identity.”

- Jason King: “Irish Multicultural Epiphanies: Immigrant 
Memory and National Identity.”

Irish Studies Colloquium at Recent ACFAS Conference 
in Québec City
The colloquium entitled Culture, histoire, identité : le Québec 
et l’Irlande, d’hier à aujourd’hui was held as part of the 
Association francophone pour le savoir conference and was 
attended by the following participants from Concordia:
- Ronald Rudin : « Pourquoi l’Irlande et le Québec? »
- Antoine Guillemette : « Les célébrations de la Saint-

Patrick à Montréal de 1910 à 1925. »
- Simon Jolivet : « La négligée mais particulière 

historiographie irlando-québécoise. »
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2008 sees the 60th anniversary of Montreal Shamrocks GAA 
Club and we are looking forward to the community joining 

us in our celebrations. To mark the occasion, we will be holding 
a number of special family-oriented events throughout the year.

As usual, we kicked off the season with our annual nine-a-side 
tournament over the Victoria Day weekend, Saturday, May 17th

and Sunday, May 18th at John Abbott College in Ste-Anne-de-
Bellevue. This year marks the 23rd  edition of the May Tournament 
and teams from Quebec City, Ottawa, the Toronto region as well 
as the USA, participated. It was good to see supporters cheering 
for the Shamrocks and watching some high quality Gaelic Football 
while enjoying our BBQ! The youngsters were treated to an 
initiation to Gaelic Games.

New Executive
Montreal GAA’s Annual General Meeting took place on Sunday 
March 30th at the Montreal West Curling Club. The following 
members were elected:

President:  Conor Brogan
Vice-President:  Christina Piamonte
Secretary:  Andrea Connors
Treasurer:  Nigel Harney
 (assisted by Ed Stokes)
Public Relations Offi cer:  Veronique Buisson
Registrar:  Jennifer Sclater

Other news
We held our fi rst social event of the year on Friday May 2nd. 
Thanks to all those who turned up at O’Regan’s Irish Pub for 
the occasion!

For the 60th anniversary, we are also re-launching our website! 
You can fi nd it at www.montrealgaa.com.  Please note that some 
links are still under construction. 

We are hoping to collect photos of games and events that would 
span as much of the 60-year history of the club as possible. If 
you have any, please forward them to montrealshamrocksgaa
@gmail.com.

Training
Gaelic Football training started Wednesday May 7th and will be 
ongoing until September. The men train at Rutherford Park at 
7:00 p.m. while the ladies are training at Parc de la Verendrye 
(Jolicoeur Metro). Everyone is welcome. Date, time and location 
of training may vary so keep yourself updated by checking out 
our “News section” on the website. We look forward to signing 
up new players.

Thank you to everyonye who has supported the Montreal 
Shamrocks in the past 60 years. We hope to see you at our events 
very soon! 

What has happened and is being 
planned for GAA

By Veronique Buisson

2009 will see the 125th Anniversary of the founding 
of the GAA in 1884. This has proven to be one of 

the most important dates in the history of Ireland and 
has produced the organisation that has been central in 
defi ning it as a nation. Although many events have been 
planned, suggestions from you, the GAA players, followers, 
supporters and coaches would be most welcome.  

If you have an idea you wish to share with us on how we 
should mark this very signifi cant date in our history, we 
would welcome it. You can do so by writing to us at ‘125 
Committee,’ Páirc an Chrócaigh, Baile Átha Cliath 3, or 
email us at 125@gaa.ie or the Canadian County Board at 
canadagaa@gmail.com.

Long-standing Montreal Irish Rugby players, Moe Abdulai 
and Nick Ward, have organized their 2nd annual fundraiser 

for The Benedict Labre House in Montreal, scheduled for May 
30, 2008. It’s great to see the boys volunteering to assist those 
in need in our community, so please come out and support 
their hard work in any way possible. Hopefully this gesture 
can lead to more members of the MIRFC becoming involved 
in helping the people of Montreal.

The Benedict Labre House was established in 1952 by Tony 
Walsh. The initial mission of the House was to provide support 
to those in need. It was established in the area known as 
Griffi ntown, with a predominantly English/Irish population. 
The mix of current guests now refl ects the overall population 
of Montreal as to culture, ethnicity and language.

The fundraising party, with all proceeds being donated to 
The Benedict Labre House, will be held at Pera Lounge, 2055 
Bishop St., Montreal, Qc, H3G 2E8, and will kick off at 7:00 
p.m. Friday May 30, 2008.

As with most rugby parties, a night of fun and partying is 
expected. The entertainment will be provided by none other 
than Mr. Shane Murphy as well as some guest DJs who have 
graciously offered their services. In addition to the music, some 
fantastic prizes donated by a number of different corporations, 
will be raffl ed off. Prizes will include $500 skateboards, 
clothing and precious-stone jewellery. Hype Energy Drink will 
also be present to provide energy drinks to keep our guests 
going into the wee hours.

There is no minimum donation to attend the event and there 
will be no door cover charge. Your presence and support would 
be greatly appreciated. If you would like to make a donation 
but cannot attend the event, please contact Moe Abdulai at: 
mabdulai@pivotalpayments.com or by telephone at (514) 
583-9165.

Montreal Irish rugby players 
organize fundraiser

By Ian Sorg

GAA’s 125th Anniversary Celebrations 
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The Irish Protestant Benevolent Society has been a strong 
supporter in the development of Canadian Irish Studies. 

Its members generously contributed $25,000 to create the 
Matthew Hamilton Gault Scholarship which now provides 
$1,250.00 annually to a student who excels in Canadian Irish 
Studies. In addition, in 2006, the Irish Protestant Benevolent 
Society provided $10,000.00 to establish a second scholarship, 
to be known as The Irish Protestant Benevolent Society 150th 
Anniversary Scholarship.” It is the hope of Society members that 
this endowment can be increased in the future.

The Irish Protestant Benevolent Society Lecture in Canadian Irish 
Studies will provide an opportunity to understand the history 
and culture of Anglo-Ireland and the enormous contribution 
and pervasive influence of Irish Protestants in the development 
of Canada. For example, in nineteenth-century Ontario, Irish 
Protestants were the largest group of immigrants, and they played 
a central role in the development of agriculture, the establishment 
of towns, the evolution of the economy, as well as in the political, 
social and cultural life of the province. The details of this story 
have been largely untold and it is hoped that this new lecture 
series will begin to cast light on this central thread in Irish and 
Irish-Canadian histories.

Kerby Miller will give The Irish Protestant Benevolent Society 
Lecture in Canadian Irish Studies on Monday, June 2nd.  Contact 
the Centre for Canadian Irish Studies for further information.

At their April meeting, the United Irish Societies announced the 
following as members of their new executive committee:

Marlene Demers President
Ken Quinn Senior Vice-President
Michael McCambridge Vice-President - Organization
Gerald Showers Vice-President - Advertising 
 & Public Relations
Jane Skelton Treasurer
Rose Quinn Recording Secretary
Pam McEntee Corresponding Secretary
Larry Smith Immediate Past-President

On Wednesday, April 30, 2008, Her Excellency the Right 
Honourable Michaëlle Jean, Governor General of Canada, 
presented the Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award to 
30 volunteers at a ceremony at Rideau Hall, during National 
Volunteer Week. Joseph Quinn, a long-time member of UIS 
was one of the recipients of this honour.

Created in 1996 by the Right Honourable Roméo LeBlanc, the 
award is presented to individuals and groups whose unpaid, 
voluntary contributions provide extraordinary help or care to 
people in the community. Recipients have served over a number 
of years and normally have not been recognized previously by 
a national or provincial honour.

The award consists of a framed certificate and a lapel pin for 
everyday wear. The award symbol represents Canadians who 
selflessly give of their time and energy to others. Montreal’s 
Irish community congratulates Joseph Quinn on being singled 
out for this special award.

Kerby Miller to present IPBS 
lecture on June 2nd

UIS announces new executive
By Ken Quinn

Tara Golf Club’s new president

For those of you who are 
not familiar with the 

Tara Golf organization, it 
comprises over 70 members 
who play six tournaments 
each summer at prime 
locations in Quebec and 
the northern USA.

This year, the role of 
p r e s i d e n t  h a s  b e e n 
assumed by Carole Déry 
who, in addition to being a 
golf addict, is an extremely 
accomplished tennis player 
(I can attest to the latter 
having spent many hours on court with her during the winter 
months!).

For more information on Tara, contact Carole at (450) 458-2396 
or former president, John O’Shea at (514) 697-8889.

Carole Déry at SPS Luncheon

By Anne Forrest
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Trevor, a young out-of-work Irishman short on funds, sees an 
ad in The Village Voice for a companion to a young man with 

muscular dystrophy: “Ideal applicant will be courteous, kind and 
considerate. Will also be able to lift heavy loads. Keen interest 
in music, especially British prog-rock, an advantage.”

A film-school dropout, Trevor fantasizes movies. He hears the 
mellow voice of James Mason telling him to “seize the day and 
answer the ad.” He does and lands the position.

Written in the first person and flashing backwards and forwards 
in time and place, the novel fills in Trevor’s fractured family 
life and the event that gave him his experience in caring for the 
handicapped. He has also just lost the one person who loved 
him passionately and unconditionally – his mother. As a result 
of a row with his brilliant but petulant older sisters, he tells his 
professor father that he’s leaving for America.

The situation he enters in New York is hardly better than it was 
at home. Ed, his patient, is a gifted, talented man trapped in a 
dying twisted body. He can speak, but his words are slurred. 
Ed’s father, a Manhattan District Justice, is weak and defers 
to his overweight, bedridden wife’s every wish. A West Indian 
cook who’s always happy, and Dana, a beautiful, uptight 
physiotherapist, round out the cast of characters.

Because of his illness, Ed’s parents have spoiled him greatly. To 
quote his father: “Ed is difficult. He’s gone through more than a 
dozen (male-nurse companions) in the last three years.” “I’d be 
difficult too if I had the same handicap,” replies Trevor.

Initially, Trevor and his charge get on well. Their closeness in 
age, encyclopedic knowledge of film, TV series and acid rock, 

are bonding agents.  Then one 
day, Ed, in great pain, becomes 
petulant, calling Trevor “… 
a parasite interested only in 
money and living off him and 
his family.”

Trevor draws a line in the sand 
and tells Ed there will be no 
second chance and that if he 
behaves like that again, he can 
put his ad back in The Village 
Voice.

Gradually, Trevor and Ed 
become really close. Ed has 
learned his lesson and treats 
Trevor with respect.

The author handles Irish, West Indian, and Upper East Side New 
York dialects with great facility. His descriptions of the city 
– especially scenes in Studio 54 and St. Patrick’s Cathedral – are 
vivid and mesmerizing.

Based in part on personal experience, award-winning journalist 
and playwright Lorcan Roche’s first novel is a tour de force. 
Poignant, compassionate, human and tender, with moments of 
great humour and a searing view of the materialism and emptiness 
of present-day Ireland and New York, the novel moved me to both 
hilarious laughter and tears.

Novelist Joseph O’Connor (Star of the Sea) has called Roche a 
“fresh and vivid new voice in new Irish fiction … a gifted and 
clever storyteller.” I agree with this assessment wholeheartedly.

A written request to the publishers regarding a North American 
publication date remains unanswered, so at present the novel 
is only available from Waterstones, Hodges-Figgis Ireland or 
Amazon.com.

Reviewed by Anthony Kirby

The Companion
By Lorcan Roche
The Lilliput Press, 312 p.p. € 15 
Available through Amazon.com

Ruth Rost Levy’s ‘novella’ is a poignant tale of how two 
young sisters coped with a sudden and disturbing change 

of scene as they were placed in the St. Patrick’s Orphanage on 
Deom Avenue after the disappearance of their mother. Based 
on the writer’s own experiences of the 1930s, the story follows 
the young girls as they learn to adapt to a new lifestyle and its 
adherent restrictions. 

Rose, the protagonist, is clearly a strong-willed child and has 
some problems adjusting to life in the orphanage. However, 
adjust she does and she learns to make the best of this new 
world into which she has been thrust. Having her sister with 
her was surely a comfort, as were the visits from Grandma or 

the many Sundays spent in Grandma’s Outremont apartment. We 
also get to meet other members of Rose’s family including her 
older brother, Frankie who is killed tragically during WWII.

The last few chapters take us beyond the years spent in the 
orphanage and we see Rose reconnecting with her father and his 
new wife and moving to Cornwall. Again she is beset with many 
trials, but once more she comes through them.

Whereas the content of this little book is most touching, there 
were far too many grammatical errors, a proliferation of capitals 
incorrectly used, and irritating French phrases (rarely italicized 
but footnoted) that detracted from my enjoyment of the work. The 
author has acknowledged that her novella had not been edited 
and regrets this very much. However, for anyone who has spent 
time in this or any other orphanage, it is a story that should prove 
rewarding.

Bittersweet Reflections
By Ruth Rost Levy
Baico, 116 p.p. $20.00 
Reviewed by Anne Forrest

Two suggestions for books you may want to take to the cottage
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By Kathleen Dunn
People in the news …

                             Peter Veale
                  General Contractor 

  Residential, Commercial, Industrial
   Guaranteed service and quality. 

  10252 Promenade Des Riverains
            Anjou, H1J 3B9, Montreal, Quebec. 

  Tel : 514 351 7465 
  Cel : 514 575 7465
  E-m : vpj8388@hotmail.com

     Web : www.vealeeng.com
         RBQ Licence : 8333-3187
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Congratulations to SPS member and former Supreme Court 
of Canada justice Charles D. Gonthier on being named a 

Companion of the Order of Canada in February. There are three levels 
of membership—companion, officer and member, with the highest 
rank being companion. He received the honour along with former 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien for service to the nation.
 
Who said you can’t beat city hall? SPS past-president Peter Shea 
took The Canada Revenue Agency to court—and won! Peter had 
filed income tax returns for his daughter Bridget who was enrolled 
in a master’s program at the London School of Economics and was 
amazed to learn that the CRA disallowed the tuition and education tax 
credits he had claimed for 2006. Outraged that the prestigious school 
did not appear on their list of eligible institutions, Peter set out to prove 
them wrong. Fortunately Judge Louise Lamarre Proulx agreed with 
him. The case drew a fair bit of media coverage and phone calls of 
support from across the country.
 
SPS new member Kieran O’Carroll was among eight finalists in 
the Irish Emigrant Online Magazine’s worldwide St. Patrick’s Day 
Photograph Competition. At press time, the finalists had been narrowed 
to three and Kieran reports, “I’ve been eliminated.” Better luck next 
time, Kieran.
 
Well-known piper and pipe collector Alan Jones tells us there will 
be “one big outdoor ceili” in the Old Port of Montreal on July 12th to 
welcome Le Bellem, the most famous sailing ship from Bretagne, built 
in 1896. The ship will be in Quebec City with other tall ships on July 
4th and 5th as part of the 400th anniversary celebrations. The Montreal 
event, billed as “The Celts are Back!” is being organized by L’Union 
des Bretons du Canada to celebrate the Celtic presence in Canada. 

Well-known Irishman around town Cathal Marlow has taken 
over the organizing committee for the Canada Day Parade.  
He replaces Claude Leclerc, 70, who died suddenly on May 
16th.  Cathal has been involved for “four or five years,” he says, 
starting with his company donating the giant birthday cake and 
his children dancing in the post-parade show.  As the saying goes, 
one thing led to another and now he’s in charge. Cathal was born 
in Omagh, Co. Tyrone, and came to Canada 23 years ago.  He and 
his Indian-born wife Flora have four children.  A good Canadian 
mixture to lead Canada Day festivities.

Alan, who is Welsh-born, is making the Irish and Scottish 
connections and, so far, is delighted to confirm that the 
great Irish piper Paddy Keenan has been booked. Alan’s 
own traditional music group Agincourt (featuring celtic 
harp, pipes, flute, whistle, and fiddle) will be performing, 
as will L’an des Vents, and the Black Watch Pipe Band, 
among others. And there will be much dancing and 
merrymaking, he promises, so be sure to be at the Old 
Port on July 12th. A tour of the ship and the entertainment 
are free. We suggest you check www.bzh.ca for the final 
line-up closer to the date. 
 
Ville Marie Feis has a new perpetual trophy for the 
winner of the under-18 girls open championship 
competition, in memory of Kirk MacGeachy who died 
in 2006. Kirk was a well-known and respected musician 
who hailed from Scotland and loved Irish music. He and 
his band Orealis were regulars on the Feis concert stage 
for years. The trophy was donated by his sister Dr. Fiona 
MacGeachy, her husband Alistair O’Hara, and their 
children Caitlin and Conor. Kirk’s wife Pat and niece 
Caitlin, herself a three-time winner of the Eastern Canada 
Oireachtas, presented the trophy to the first winner, Emily 
Lupiano of the Sue Fay-Healy School of Irish Dancing 
in Ottawa, at this year’s Feis which took place at John 
Abbott College on May 17th.

(l. to r.) Fiona MacGeachy, Pat MacGeachy, Emily 
Lupiano, Caitlin O’Hara and Alistair O’Hara)
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SPS is delighted to announce that the guest speaker for the 
2008 St. Patrick’s Society Lecture, to be held on Friday, 

September 19th, is Niall O’Dowd.

Mr. O’Dowd, journalist and author, is a leading member of 
the Irish-American community. He was extensively involved 
in the negotiations leading to the Good Friday Agreement, and 
is a principal proponent of comprehensive immigration reform. 
Born in Thurles, County Tipperary in Ireland, he attended 
Drogheda CBS and Gormanstown College, and gained a BA 
degree from University College Dublin in 1977. He moved to 
the United States in 1979.

After founding the fi rst new Irish newspaper in California, in 50 
years, the Irishman Newspaper, Niall moved from San Fransico 
to New York in 1985, where he founded the Irish America 
Magazine, the fi rst-ever national Irish American magazine. 
Two years later he founded the Irish Voice newspaper, the fi rst 
successful Irish newspaper in New York since 1928.

In 1991, he was a founder of the Irish Americans for Clinton 
campaign, supporting candidate Bill Clinton for president. He 
led an Irish American peace delegation to Northern Ireland 
after Clinton was elected and he acted as intermediary between 
Sinn Féin and the White House at a critical period in the peace 

Niall O’Dowd to speak at SPS’s 
annual lecture in September

In an attempt to promote membership of the Society, a  
“Friendraiser” Cruise, has been planned for Friday, September 

12th, 2008, 6:00 p.m. What promises to be a fun-fi lled evening under 
the stars will include dinner and dancing on scenic Lac St-Louis.
 
 This inaugural “Friendraiser” cruise is an initiative of the 175th

Anniversary Committee. As an incentive, the member who recruits 
the highest number of new members/friends will be eligible for a 
prize from La Boutique Electronique.

The Cruise is hoping to attract new Associate Members who have 
non-Irish roots. The cost of this great evening will be determined 
later. There will be reduced rates for children under 12 years and 
no charge for children under two.

Boarding will be between 6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m. and the cruise will 
last from 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. As seating will be limited, book 
your tickets now to avoid disappointment. For more information, 
please contact Erin Matheson at (514) 481-1346.

Exclusively available when you want,
On-demand at CJAD.com/IrishShow

Hosted by 
Redmond Shannon & Kimberly Sullivan

Celebrating The Irish In Montreal

The Irish Show
exclusively online

process. He played a key role in securing a U.S. visa for 
Gerry Adams in February 1994. Niall’s involvement was 
featured in the book Daring Diplomacy by Irish Times 
journalist, Conor O’Clery, and also in an Irish Television/
PBS documentary entitled An Irish Voice. In 2002, his book 
Fire in the Morning, about the Irish at the World Trade Center 
on September 11 attacks, reached number two on the Irish 
best-seller list. O’Dowd was awarded an honorary doctorate 
by his alma mater, University College Dublin in 2004.

He was one of the founders of the Irish Lobby for 
Immigration Reform in 2005, set up to lobby the Congress 
for comprehensive immigration reform. O’Dowd was 
featured on the “People You Should Know” segment of the 
Paula Zahn Now programme on CNN in 2007.In January 
2008, he was appointed an adjunct professor at Columbia 
University Graduate School of Journalism. 

Niall is married to Debbie McGoldrick and has a daughter 
Alana and he is the brother of the Teachta Dála, Fergus 
O’Dowd. St. Patrick Society looks foward to meeting Niall 
in September.

The above profi le is based on  notes that appear in Wikipedia, 
the free encylopedia that is to be found on the internet.

SPS Anniversary Committe wants you to 
take a cruise with them

…  that the Irish Show Podcast can be accessed every 1st and 
15th of the month at www.cjad.com/IrishShowPodcast   or just 
visit www.cjad.com and click on the “download” tab. The 
content for every show is also shown and there are archives 
of all our previous shows. 

Did you know…

content for every show is also shown and there are archives 
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Please Note:
If you are receiving NUACHT and have not paid your annual 
subscription or would like to be put on the NUACHT mailing 
list, please remit $10.00 to Erin Matheson at the Society 
Office.  

NUACHT Advertising Rates
 Per Issue Yearly (4 Issues)

Business Card $75.00  $250.00

Quarter Page $150.00 $500.00 

Half Page $400.00 $800.00

Full Page $400.00 $1,300.00

To place an ad. or to get more information, please call 
Geri Newell:  (514) 481-1346 
or email Nuacht-sps@hotmail.com
We would also be pleased to help you with the design of 
your ad.

Around Town
Support the Send a Child to Camp Fund

If you have ever thought of visiting Grosse Île, now is your 
chance. The Centre for Canadian Irish Studies is organizing a 

special trip to Grosse Île, with a guided tour by Quebec historian, 
Marianna O’Gallagher. CCIS is planning to make a video of the 
day’s activities and Marianna’s presentation in particular. The 
day-long bus and ferry trip is on Tuesday, June 17th and will cost 
$65 per person (covers bus and ferry). If you are interested in this 
trip, please contact cdnirish@alcor.ca as soon as possible. 

(It should be noted that the annual Pilgrimage to the island 
organised by the Ancient Order of Hibernians has NOT been 
moved or cancelled. The AOH makes its annual pilgrimage 
to Grosse Île each year in August and will do so on Saturday, 
August 23rd, 2008.)

Invitation to visit Grosse Île

On Thursday, June 26th, 2008, the 12th CCS President’s 
Golf tournament will be held at Club de Golf Atlantide, 

2201 boul. Don Quichotte, Île Perrot. Brunch will be served 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and starting times will be from 
noon to 1:00 p.m. Following the tournament, dinner will be at 
7:00 p.m. The cost for brunch/golf/dinner is $125.00 (includes 
electric cart). To enjoy the dinner only is $50.00. Golfers are 
invited to make voluntary donations to help send at-risk and 
underprivileged children to CCS-Trail’s end Camp. To register 
or for more infomation, contact priscillag@ccs-montreal.org 
or check the CCS website: www.ccs-montreal.org.

Yes, once again St. Patrick’s Society annual charity golf 
tournament will take place on the glorious 17th, that is June 

17th, at the beautiful Bellevue golf course in Ville de Lery. This 
is a fun day of fundraising for the Society.  Each year we give out 
nearly $10,000 worth of prizes, all of which are donated. Every  
player receives a prize.  Other features are our different  rules:

1. We sell mulligans
2. Anything within 18” of the hole is a “gimme”
3. You can only take two over par for any hole
4. Any holes not played: two over par
5. Prize for closest to the pin on all par threes
6. Refreshment stand at the sixth and fourteenth hole   
  featuring a huge keg of Guinness

All this plus your  cart, green fees and roast beef buffet with wine 
for only $120 per person (dinner only: $40.00). We only take 144 
golfers, so get your bid in early. See you on the glorious 17th.
Paul Doyle
Chariman  

Don’t miss the glorious 17th!

Don’t miss craic agus comhrá (fun and conversation) organized 
by the Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce. Members 

and friends will next meet at The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 
1234 Bishop St., just south of St. Catherine St. from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 29th. These networking events are 
proving highly popular as attendees get to exchange information 
in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Finger food is provided 
courtesy of the pub. For more information, contact the Chamber 
of Commerce: info@icccmtl.com or jolyon@avantimontreal.
com. 

Then on Wednesday, June 18th, ICCC hosts its annual Networking 
Summer Social from 5:30 p.m. This will be held in Hurley’s 
Courtyard (weather permitting) at which complementary food will 
be served. For further information on this event, please contact 
info@icccmtl.com.

Craic agus comhrá and Networking Social

Check out the Gaelic Hour at CHIN 97.9FM in Ottawa , 
Monday & Tuesday 10:00 p.m. You can also listen to the 

show at http://www.thegaelichour.ca, and now PODCASTING 
at http://www.thegaelichour.ca/podcasts.xml. 

Once again, ICCC invites you to participate in  the  2008 
edition of Carrefour-Europe, a European business 

networking event to be held on Wednesday, 15th October, 
2008, at the Palais des Congrès, Montreal. Organized by 13 
European Chambers of Commerce and Trade Commissions, 
the Carrefour is expected to have over 80 exhibitors and attract 
more than 1,100 visitors. Activities, which run from noon until 
7:30 p.m., include a luncheon (sponsored by MDEIE), tradeshow, 
seminars and cocktail reception. The ICCC has been involved 
in organizing this event since its inception. Further information 
can be obtained by visiting the event site directly at www.
europe-montreal.org or by contacting the Chamber office (514) 
845-0973 or by e-mail: contact@icccmtl.com.

Tune in for the best in Irish Music

European Carrefour moves to new venue
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Now Renting!

St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road

(514) 481-9609
Comfortable living for independent seniors. Large gardens and putting green. Indoor pool, 
exercise and billiard rooms. Many social activities, outings, events and more …

NATIONAL 
BANK
FINANCIAL

Andrea T. Bobkowicz
Investment Advisor

1 Place Ville Marie
Suite 1805
Montreal, Quebec  H3B 4A9
Telephone: (514) 871-4339
 1-800-361-8838
Fax: (514) 871-5031
E-Mail: andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca

DATE EVENTS FURTHER INFORMATION
May 29 ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:00 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

May 30 Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club,  Fundraiser for Benedict Labre House, 2055 Bishop, 7:00 p.m. Moe Abdulai 583-9165.

June 1 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

June 5 Memorial Mass for Patrick Dunn, St. Gabriel’s Church, 2157 Centre St., Pointe St. Charles, 7:00 p.m. St. Gabriel’s 937-3597

June 14 Tara Golf Tournament, Mountain Acres Golf Course, Qc John O’Shea 697-8889

June 15 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

June 17 St. Patrick’s Society 13th Annual Golf Tournament, Bellevue Golf Course Erin Matheson 481-1346

June 17 Canadian Irish Studies guided tour to Grosse Île, $65.00 Kester Dyer 848-8711

June 18 ICCC Networking Summer Social, Hurley’s Courtyard, 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

June 19 St. Patrick’s Society, AGM, 1 Place Ville Marie, 41st floor, 6:00 p.m. Erin Matheson 481-1346

June 26 CCS 10th Annual Golf Tournament (with brunch and buffet), Club de Golf Atlantide, Île Perrot Priscilla Gilmore 937-5351

July 1 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

July 12/13 Tara Golf Tournament, Craigwood Golf Course, Lake Placid, New York John O’Shea 697-8889

July 15 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

July 23/26 AOH National Convention, New Orleans Victor Boyle 928-7196

July 26 AOH Annual Mass in the Park, Griffintown-St-Ann Park, 7:00 p.m. (rain or shine) Victor Boyle 928-7196

Aug. 1 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

Aug. 9 Tara Golf Tournament, Missisquoi Bay Golf Course, Qc John O’Shea 697-8889

Aug. 15 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

Aug. 16 AOH Annual Golf Tournament, Hemmingford Golf Club Victor Boyle 928-7196

Aug. 23 AOH Annual Pilgrimage to Grosse Île, leaves Picasso’s Restaurant, 6810 St. Jacques, 6:00 a.m. sharp Victor Boyle 928-7196

June 1 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

Sep. 1 Tara Golf Tournament, Adirondack Golf Course, Plattsburg, New York John O’Shea 697-8889

Sep. 12 SPS “Friendraiser Cruise,” 6:00 p.m.  Erin Matheson 481-1346

Sep. 15 Irish Radio Show, CJAD 800 AM, 5:00 p.m. Kim Sullivan 947-7661

Sep. 19 SPS Annual Lecture, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:30 p.m. Erin Matheson 481-1346

Sep. 27 Tara Golf Tournament and Closing Banquet, Hemmingford Golf Course, Qc John O’Shea 697-8889

Oct. 15 Carrefour 2008, Palais des Congrès, Montreal, 2:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Nov. 1 AOH Way of the Cross, Notre Dame des Neiges Cemetery, 1:00 p.m. Victor Boyle 928-7196


