Community Newsletter of St. Patrick’s Society

Bringing back the Green -
the rebirth of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Quebec City

By Catherine McKenna

Indeed, it had been talked about,
ideas piling up for years like dust
on a musty old geometry text... but
at last, perhaps in the atmosphere
of our 400" in 2008, it seemed like
suddenly anything was possible in
Quebec City. Perhaps it is this new
climate that has led Quebecers to
believe in what we can do with a
little more conviction. Perhaps it
is the infectious enthusiasm of a
neighbourhood Irish pub owner
whose venue draws an eclectic
mix of Québécois-Celtic musicians
every Tuesday night of the year. The
unparalleled jam sessions are a mix
of what one might expect to find in
the heart of the Irish countryside
and in le salon of an fle d’Orléans
farmhouse some Saturday night in
a bygone era. The seisiuns have always
drawn a broad audience of fans — among
them, energetic people with ideas.

Whatever the combination of reasons, it
is mainly thanks to this Irishman who
emigrated here some 15 years ago for
sensing that the timing was right, and
taking the lead to make it happen. At first,
a small entourage of 25 or so rallied around
Peter Farrell, the owner of Pub Nelligan’s,
only to be sent packing by the city. But the
largely young and francophone support
group were surely inspired by Farrell’s
spirit, perseverance, and determination. A
Facebook site has served to swell the ranks
of hearteners to over 1,250 (and growing).
In early September 2009, the city agreed to
the proposal to bring back the St. Patrick’s
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1926 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Québec City (courtesy of

Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph archives)

Day parade to Quebec City, offering the support of emergency
and security services.

We are creating a parade that both hearkens back to Quebec
City’s parades of yore, and moves into the future with a new breed
of green. It was unanimously voted upon to have no floats, no
motorised vehicles whatsoever. No affiliations with organisations,
institutions, or military. The stars will be characters representing
various phases of Irish settlement in Quebec, caleches, horses and
riders, dogs, musicians, dancers, and piping bands. It will be small
and colourful, leaving from St. Patrick’s High School, winding its
way down Cartier, then stepping out proudly along rue St-Jean,
and through the gate to salute our predecessors who, in 1765,
raised their jars to toast the first St. Patrick’s Day.

Canada’s first-known celebration of St. Patrick’s Day was held in
1765 in the Sun Tavern on St. John Street (the building that in 1915
would become home to Quebec City’s branch of McKenna Florists
of Montréal), hosted by landlord Miles Prentice. Believed to be an
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A word from the President

he word is out. The St. Patrick’s Society is an Old Boys’ Club,

an elitist organization with a small group of members at the
“top” unilaterally making all the decisions! Worse, the Society
is old and old-Irish, is exclusionary and has changed little in 100
years. We are associated with business organisations founded to
protect the commercial interests of certain groups.

These are just some of the comments submitted by interested
people who took the time to respond to our community survey
which was conducted earlier this year. While I would dispute the
veracity of the above statements, there is little doubt that such
perceptions do exist, and on a significant scale. I thank each
and every respondent for their interest and for taking the time
to let us know their views. To the respondent who felt that not
being from a Catholic background constituted a disqualification,

it does not.

Members who attended our 2009 AGM last June at the McCord
Museum heard many other comments, both positive and negative,
which were harvested via the survey. If I may touch on one
message that came through loud and clear, it is that the Society
does not cater in any meaningful way to the youth of today. This
must be addressed if the future of our Society as a meaningful
entity is to be assured. Encouragingly, interest among younger
people does exist and it is vibrant. Our task in the Society is to
create the environment in which it can prosper. Is there a young
SPS in the offing?

Overall, the survey has been a great success and I wish to
acknowledge the expert steerage of our strategic planning lead,
Paul Dunne. We now have a wealth of information with which
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we can continue to develop our strategic plan for the near and long-
term future. To this end, we have created task groups to study and
provide suggestions for change in three critical areas. The new task
forces are: by-law review to be headed by Patrick Shea; uniting the
community headed by Karen Bright; and initiatives to engage youth
headed by Julie Dunn. Please contact the office if you would like
to participate in any of these groups. Responding to a survey is one
thing; you can help to make it happen.

That gives us a glimpse of what lies ahead but now the Christmas
Season is upon us, and it is my pleasure to invite you to join us for
our 17" annual Christmas Concert on December 2™ at St. Patrick’s
Basilica. This will be our final fund-raising event of our 175"
Anniversary, and I encourage all members to bring their friends
for a wonderful evening in the company of Les Petits Chanteurs de
Mont-Royal, Concerto Della Donna, the Bernadette Short Dancers
and our own Carole McCormick who must take the credit for
putting it all together.

For many of us, Christmas is a time for family gatherings and
festive merrymaking, however it would be remiss of me to not
reflect on the lot of those who are less fortunate. With your help,
SPS will continue to provide assistance and comfort through the
distribution of our charitable, cultural and educational grants to the
Montreal community.

Unfortunately, there is little we can do for the many civilians
and troops who find themselves, rightly or wrongly, entrapped in
conflict areas overseas, except to offer our support and to hope
that the political powers find the will and the way to forge fair
and sustainable peace wherever it may be required. Here at home
it seems ironic that our leaders seem bent on ending the long-gun
registry which was created in the aftermath of the Montreal Ecole
Polytechnique massacre twenty years ago. Police forces across the
country claim that the gun registry has value as a crime deterrent,
however our honourable leaders disagree. Surely only a cynic could
imagine that the issue is driven by the incessant lust for votes? Of
course, victims don’t vote.

Finally I hope to see many of you at the SPS Members’ Christmas
Reception at the Montreal West Curling Club, courtesy once again
of our own Paul Doyle, on December 9. This year we ask that
everyone bring a toy or item of non-perishable food for our
Christmas Hamper which will then be donated to a worthy
cause prior to the holidays.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone and in the
words of John Lennon, let’s give peace a chance. *
Alistair O’Hara

~

-

New blood for NUACHT

NUACHT welcomes Kevin Polesello as another
proofreader. For the past ten years, Kevin has worked
as an independent editor and proofreader of Canadian
educational materials, in both English and French. Of
Irish descent on his mother’s side, he takes great interest
in his Irish heritage and is learning the Irish language.
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All aboard!! SPS heads for the Eastern Townships

By Karen Bright

n October 3", a party of more than 50 members of the

St. Patrick’s Society headed out to Sherbrooke for a
scenic train ride on the famous Orford Express. The train runs
from Sherbrooke to Magog and back again — taking the most
picturesque route through the Eastern Townships.

Through the generosity of Square Victoria Immobilier, a bus was
provided to take quite a number of people to Sherbrooke to board
the train. I wasn’t on the bus myself, but I understand it was a
fabulous trip down there with lots of lively conversation. The fall
colours were in fine display even on the trip to the train.

The Orford Express itself is a series of beautifully appointed
vintage rail cars which have been completely refurbished and done
up with fine dining in mind. The various cars were lined with
wood, and beautifully decorated (including windows draped with
brocade and flanked by shaded brass lamps). The tables and chairs
at which we sat were suitable for any fine dining establishment.
Overall the atmosphere was luxurious and inviting. A select few
of our party were seated at the upstairs section of the middle
train — literally a second section on the roof of the middle car
which was surmounted by glass all around so that guests had a
completely unobstructed view of the scenery going by.

Photo: Gary Laliberte

The President and First Lady (Alistair and Fiona)
in the observation car

Lunch was a gourmet feast, with a tasty appetizer, a main course
with a choice of either salmon or chicken. A respectable selection
of wine or beer was also available.

Throughout the journey we travelled through forests, past vineyards,
along lakes and rivers and over hidden valleys. Everywhere we
were surrounded by autumn colours. It was an overcast day, with
occasional rain, but the lighting was very conducive to photos
(a photographer friend of mine explained that overcast lighting
serves to saturate the colours in the surroundings).

In addition, there were colour screens on the walls at the end of
our train compartment which described in detail the area we were
currently travelling through. For example, we travelled past a farm
which specializes in lavender and production of lavender-based items
(soap, potpourri, etc.). While we travelled through this area, the screen

Photo: Gary Laliberte

Julie Balderston and Matt Rooney enjoying their lunch

displayed the name of the farm and showed pictures of the fields
in full bloom, as well as some of the products being manufactured
there. Likewise when we travelled past an award-winning vineyard,
there was information about the place and the wine they produced.
As well, there was information about all the pertinent flora and
fauna around us and what the environment looked like at different
times of the year.

At Magog we were given a 15-minute break to get off the train
and stretch our legs. Then it was back on board for the return
journey and an enjoyable sumptuous dessert and coffee.

The afternoon went by much too quickly and all too soon we
were back in Sherbrooke. The entire afternoon was very lovely
and a completely enjoyable experience. I only hope that this is
the first of many more excursions just like this one! *

SPS lecturer a great success

Photo: Anne Forrest

Fiona MacGeachy, Fintan O’Toole, Alistair O’Hara,
Gus O Gormain and Mary McDaid relax before the lecture

intan O’Toole’s lecture (September 25%) was

well received by the large crowd who gathered in
Concordia’s De Seéves Theatre. No one who attended
this event came away disappointed as O’Toole spoke at
length, and without any notes (!), about the impact of
politics and commerce on Irish culture during the past few
years. Responding to questions posed by the audience, the
speaker made it clear that he knew his subject inside out. It
was a long but most informative and enjoyable evening.
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Bringing back the Green (cont.)

Irishman, Prentice was a Protestant soldier and Mason who served
as provost-marshal of Wolfe’s army. He later opened St. Patrick’s
Lodge, located a few blocks away in the Chien d’Or. In the United
States, no doubt out of less complex beginnings, the day was first
feted in New York City in 1756 in the Crown and Thistle Tavern.

North American St. Patrick’s Day parades began in Boston in
1737, followed by New York in 1762, then Montréal, the longest
running, in 1824. Quebec City’s began in 1837, four years after
the opening of the Irish community’s first church, St. Patrick’s, on
McMahon Sreet. In 1916, Quebec’s parade would be suspended
due to WWI, and then resumed in 1921. One cannot help but
question its revival, as it was the first St. Patrick’s Day in the
wake of the Partition of Ireland. Nonetheless, it was a hearty
celebration full of gaiety, colour, and pride, and according to the
Quebec Telegraph, it was even blessed with good weather. On
the more sombre side, it was a dark period of conflict in Ireland,
and that yielded to some expression of political views in Quebec’s
parade, which would vary somewhat with each passing year. The
facts of the coming and going of the parade in the early ‘20s
remain the province of historians to debate, but one has only to
note these dates:

1837 — The Quebec Rebellion

1916 — The Easter Rising

1921 — The Irish Civil War

1927 — Fianna Fail deems the results of the general election
proof that the people of Ireland want to get rid of the
‘Oath of Allegiance’... and draw one’s own conclusions.
In 1928, two years after the last parade, the Quebec
Chronicle-Telegraph acknowledged with regret that
the festivity had begun its passage into history.

In recent years, 1997 marked a summer of tributes for the 150"
anniversary of the Great Famine. In 2000, Quebec received
the gift of a magnificent Celtic Cross (rue McMahon) from
James Callery of Strokestown, Ireland. In 2003, famine ship
replica the Jeanie Johnston sailed to Quebec for a spiritual
homecoming to honour Irish emigrants of the Famine years
and to pay tribute to the generous Québécois who ministered
to them. August, 2009 was the 100" anniversary of the great
Cross on Grosse-1le. And now, the closing months of 2009 hail
the planning of the return, 84 years on, of the St. Patrick’s Day
parade to Quebec City on March 13, 2010.

Thanks to: Peter Farrell, Marianna O’Gallagher, and the Quebec
Chronicle-Telegraph (available soon in Montreal newstands).

Sources: Mike Cronin and Daryl Adair, The Wearing
of the Green — A History of St. Patrick’s Day,
Routledge, 2002
George Gale, Historic Tales of Old Quebec,

The Telegraph Printing Company, 1920
Nancy Schmitz, Irish for a Day,
Carraig Books, 1991

A website with further details about the parade will be online
shortly.

This is our story

By Peter Farrell

think it all began last year when I went for a walk in old Quebec

with Julie Chenevert. I showed her all the sites related to the Irish.
We ended our tour at the Celtic Cross on McMahon. It was a brutally
cold Sunday afternoon in December 2008. I stood there and suddenly
I had a flash of crowds of people singing and cheering the green.
A flash from the past, perhaps, but from that moment on the seeds
were set and [ was determined to see the parade back on the streets of
Quebec City. The story of the Irish in Quebec deserves without any
doubt to be brought back to life. It is part of our history and culture
today. It is ingrained in everything Quebecers do, their music, dance,
their joie de vivre! The expression Qui n’a pas une grand-mere
irlandaise sings silently in the soul of this magnificent province.

On our walk back to work I discussed the idea with Julie, and
she said we had do it, and that she was onboard. Months passed,
and we discussed ideas, and finally the organisation sprung
to life in June, 2009. This year I had the opportunity to visit
Grosse-1le on two occasions. The latter had been the last boat of
the season to the island. That day will always stay in my mind.
We had an excellent guide, and we had the whole island to
ourselves. Why was this visit so different from previous visits?

This time, I was accompanied by three members of the parade
organising committee. It was their first visit, and they were
overwhelmed by the tragic beauty of the island. We spent five hours
exploring the sites, the exhibits, the disinfection stations, the steam
boilers, and the cemetery. As we drew close to our departure time, the
wind began to rise and the western sky became dark and menacing. A
storm was on the horizon! Had we awoken the gods of Erin, I thought.

The boat on its way to pick us up en route from the neighbouring
island was nowhere in sight. It was battling through 12-foot waves
and a growing gale. The rain began to fall, and we took shelter in the
old disinfection building. I climbed up to the second floor and looked
out at the approaches to Grosse-1le through a tiny window facing east.
I wondered how many of my ancestors and cousins looked through
the same window at the same sight. It was a desolate, bleak, and
harrowing image. I imagined the Irish as they sailed up the Gulf of the
St. Lawrence, tacking endlessly into a western wind, slowly edging
ahead to a destination they knew little about. They had endured a
harrowing experience in the last couple of years before departing their
homeland. Their ticket was a one-way. Mine has always been a return.

I looked again and somewhere out of the darkening sky I spotted our
boat, bobbing up and down, spray whishing above her bow. Suddenly, as
we made it aboard, the wind dropped, and the ropes were cast. We were
warm, and I felt guilty leaving the island. I was in total comfort. I went on
deck aft to the stern and stood there in the cold under the sombre sky. I
looked back as Grosse-le disappeared from sight. The wind began torise
again and spray hit my back, but I would not flinch, nor break my stare.
I felt it my duty, and as the salt water wetted my lips, I knew those who
found their resting place and final peace on this little island would never
be forgotten. My jaw, although numb with cold, formed a grin as I heard
the sound of the crowds of people singing and cheering the green... .

i
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Without them it wouldn’t have been possible

By Scott Phelan

he 175" Anniversary of St. Patrick’s Society last year and this
was a huge celebration of not only our beloved Society but of
all things Irish, Montréalais and Québécois!

In the early planning stages of many of the activities and ideas for
events to help celebrate such a milestone, it quickly became clear
that we could not possibly do everything on our own as we had
already made a large financial commitment to the Irish Exhibit at
the McCord Museum, “Being Irish O’Quebec.”

An idea was floated to the Board to search out financial support to
help fund the 175" Anniversary in general and some added special
events in particular.

Enter our three 175" Proud Sponsors — McAuslan Brewery and
Hurley’s Irish Pub, both household names in Montreal, and the
financial firm of Letko Brosseau!

All of the added activities and extras at our regular events would
not have been possible if not for the financial contributions made
by our three Proud Sponsors of the 175" Anniversary.

When approached, each and every sponsor was willing to step up
to the plate and participate to the fullest, negating the need for,
let’s say, five or six Proud Sponsors!

McAuslan Brewery, Hurley’s Pub and Letko Brosseau are
not unknown to our members and friends or to our Sister
Societies and Montrealers as a whole. They also have a
long history of community service and association with
St. Pat’s. Each sponsor agreed to back a myriad of efforts
by the Society to make this special anniversary even more
memorable. From Friendraiser Events such as the Cruise,
Irish Stew Night and Autumn Train Ride, to special
arrangements and menus at the Ball and Lunch as well as
extras for the Parade and Christmas Concert, their special
support helped all committees and events “go the extra
mile” to the benefit of members and non-members alike.

All our Proud Sponsors have been featured in interviews
in NUACHT and on The Irish Radio Show during the year
and had a highly visible presence at all of our annual
events. It was our small way of saying thank you for
their keen support of St. Patrick’s during this exceptional
anniversary year.

Surely we will find ourselves one day in the near
future having a St. Ambroise or Griffon ale at Hurley’s
discussing the Society’s finances with someone from
Letko Brosseau!

i

Cheers!

ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY OF MONTREAL

LETKO

fafét

PROUD

BROSSEAU

would like to thank its sponsors for their support
during this 175™ Anniversary vear.
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Don’t miss SPS Christmas Concert!

great evening is in store for everyone on Wednesday,

December 2™, at St. Patrick’s Basilica. Featuring two
amazing choirs — Les Petits Chanteurs de Mont-Royal and
Concerto Della Donna — and the incredible Bernadette Short
Irish Dancers, the concert promises to be outstanding. The
ambiance of the Basilica will provide an unforgettable backdrop
for the beautiful voices of the talented boys and young women.
And who doesn’t enjoy marvelling at the intricate footwork of
Bernadette’s dancers? What better way is there to celebrate the
end of the Society’s 175" Anniversary?

Tickets for this Christmas celebration are $16.00 (in advance)
or $18.00 at the door. If you would like to become a patron, for
$100.00 you will receive two reserved seats and income tax
receipts. Why not buy your tickets on line at www.spsmtl.com?
Remember, the proceeds from this concert constitute a major
portion of the grant money which SPS donates annually.

As this will be a very popular event, be sure to arrive early for
the concert which begins at 7:30 p.m.

o ;
Concerto Della Donna outside Christ Church Cathedral*

* The 17-voice choir will be releasing a CD in the spring. For more
information about them, contact info@concertodelladonna.ca.

7

A new vision: building the society
with your support

S t. Patrick’s Society is realigning its priorities and mission as
we head into the next 175 years of community involvement.
We are aware that we have to make some changes in order to
continue the charitable and cultural work of the Society. In
order to do so, it is important to attract new members within
the francophone community and, in fact, within the community
at large.

New members are most welcome. The society needs them to
carry on its work!

The minimum annual contribution for membership is $60.00.
For more information please contact Erin Matheson at the SPS

office at (514) 481-1346 or office@spsmtl.com, or better yet,
please visit our website at www.spsmtl.com.

Letters to the Editor

I wanted to let you know that I thought the addition of the article
in French by Alexandre Boulet in your last issue is wonderful. It
would be nice to see more of a connection established between
the Irish community and francophones. I think that the inclusion
of content in French, including a fully bilingual website, is a
great start. I see that there is a non-functional “Francais” link
in the top corner of the website. Have you got plans for a French
version?

Kevin Polesello

skkskokok skskskoksk skokskoeksk

Greetings!

I've been reading the latest issues of NUACHT, and find very
interesting the article written by Alexandre Boulet about Gaeilge
language. I find the Gaeilge language fabulous, and the links that
Alexandre put with his article helped a lot to access this language
easily. He has a genuine style of writing, not only showing
concern inwriting, but also in helping those that are interested in
learning more about this language. The links complemented his
article very well. A good writer not only wants to write, but also
wants to show something more about his subject, giving access
to demonstrations about what he is talking about. I find it very
good! Thanks for the chance to give my feedback!

Best Regards,
Sonia Assungdo

seekskoksk skokokeksk skekekekek

J'ai été vivement intéressée par Uarticle d’Alexandre Boulet
sur le gaélique. A son instar, j’avais remarqué que les premiers
articles de NUACHT étaient écrits en anglais, en frangais
et en gaélique.

Personnellement, j’aimerais beaucoup lire d’autres articles
d’Alexandre Boulet. Je crois qu’en plus de donner des
informations historiques et folkloriques trés intéressantes,
ses articles aménent une perspective plus celtique et globale
— moins exclusivement << anglo-irish >>. Je comprends que
la vie de la communauté irlandaise de Montréal est plus
anglophone, mais justement cette ouverture apportée par
Alexandre pourrait étre vivement appréciée.

Je ne sais pas si votre nouveau contributeur veut aller dans
ce sens, mais il serait par exemple << de saison >> de parler
de la signification de Samhain par rapport a I’'Halloween et
a la Toussaint. En ce sens, aborder les légendes et traditions
celtiques et druidique sserait bienvenue.

Marlene Gagnon

stk seskskoksk skekskokok

In memoriam

he Society regrets to inform you that Dr. Samarthji Lal LRCP

(London) MRCS (England) MB, BS, FRCP (C), ABPN,
FAPA, Professor of Psychiatry, McGill University, Researcher,
Douglas Institue and Director, McGill Centre for Research on
Schizophrenia, passed away on November 1%, 2009. His wife,
Dr. Maureen Kiely, is a long-standing member of SPS. Sincere
sympathies go to Maureen from her friends in the Society. *
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Loyola High School remains loyal to the community

By Matthew Eramian

on’t let the name

fool you; Matthew
Eramian is as Irish as they
come. Adopted from Peru
at birth by an Armenian
father and an Irish mother,
he was introduced to the
Gaelic language early
on by his grandfather,
and anyone who knows
Matthew will tell you that
he is indeed blessed with
the Gift of Gab.

A video producer with many credits to his name,
Matthew is also a member of various boards
of directors and maintains active business
relationships with a number of community leaders
and professionals. Currently, he serves as the
past-president of the Loyola High School Alumni
Association and will be a regular contributor to
NUACHT, giving St. Patrick’s Society updates on
what’s going on over at the school.

The owner of High Resolution Productions Inc.,
Matthew has worked on such shows as Canadian
Idol and Debbie Travis’ Painted House. He has
collaborated with a variety of personalities and
public figures, including rapper Snoop Dogg, former
WBO boxing champion Otis Grant, and even Her
Excellency, the Right Honourable Michaélle Jean,
Governor General of Canada.

In his spare time, Matthew enjoys going on
walks, listening to music, and of course, drinking
Guinness.

he Irish community in Montreal has always had a long

standing relationship with Loyola High School, a history
that dates back well over a century. As a student of the school,
and now as a board member of the Alumni Association, I have
witnessed this relationship first hand and have seen the benefits
that it has brought about.

Last month, the Association hosted its Annual Beer, Smoked
Meat and Oyster Bash. The event, which has become a
Thanksgiving Weekend tradition for over a decade now, is
highly anticipated all year round, and historically has been
well attended. With over 550 alumni showing up, this year’s
homecoming was no exception. The evening was without a
doubt an unmitigated success: there was plenty of tasty food,
the drinks were cold and many friendships were rekindled.

The Bash is very special, however, because in addition to
bringing people together, it serves as the Association’s main
fundraiser. The money raised that night from the live and silent
auctions (and the beer sales, of course!) allow the Association
to fulfil its mandate of aiding not only the school, but also the
Montreal community at large.

Throughout the year, the alumni get involved in a host of service
projects designed to bring the school’s mentality of being “men
for others” outside the walls of Loyola and into the real world.
The Association’s next undertaking is its Christmas food drive
on December 5" in support of the NDG Food Depot. Over 2,500
people rely on the food depot, with 20% being children under 15
years of age. The food collected by Loyola students and alumni
on that one day supplies the Depot for up to five months, which
in these difficult economic times is more important than ever.

As the weather begins to get cooler, and with the sun setting a
little earlier, the holiday season is just around the corner. I wish
you all Nollaig shona and ask you all to keep the less fortunate
in your thoughts and prayers.

See you next year!

d

Two dates for your calendar

n Wednesday, November 25", St. Patrick’s Society will

hold a General Meeting which will take place at 7:00 p.m.
in McCormick Hall, St. Patrick Square, 6767 Céte St. Luc Road.
This will be a very special meeting as SPS will be distributing its
annual grants. Following the meeting there will be an opportunity
for everyone to mingle with the recipients during a wine and
cheese reception. To see the names of this year’s recipients, go
to our website at www.spsmtl.com and follow the links.

Please advise Erin Matheson at (514) 481-1346 or by e-mail at
office @spsmtl.com if you plan to attend.

he next special date is Wednesday, December 9, which is

when SPS will host its annual Christmas Reception for its
members. Once again, thanks to Paul Doyle, it will be held at
the Montreal West Curling Club, 17 Ainslie Road in Montreal
West. The party begins at 7:00 p.m. Refreshments will be
provided by Gourmet a votre service.

This year the Society is asking everyone to bring a small toy or
non-perishable food item for a Christmas Hamper which will
then be donated to a worthy cause prior to the holidays.

7
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Joe Beef Market honours John Richardson

By Fergus V. Keyes

n Saturday, September 12, 2009, the PSC Community
Theatre and the Société d’histoire de Pointe-Saint-Charles
held their 2™ annual Joe Beef Historical Market.

This open-air bilingual event took place
at the Joe Beef Park on the corner of
Centre and Richmond Streets in Point St.
Charles with the actors from the Theatre
dressed in period costumes. The market
attracted about 30 artisans who displayed
and sold their various art works. It also
included displays by the Montreal Fire
Museum, Parks Canada, and others.

Joe Beef’s real name was Charles
McKiernan, and he was born in 1835 in
Ireland. He arrived in Montreal in either
1861 or 1864. He is best known for his
canteen (pub) that he operated first on
Saint-Claude Street and then moved it
to rue de la Commune. He would offer
food and sometimes shelter to anyone for
free if they did not have any money. His
most famous quote is, “No matter who he is, whether English,
French, Irish, Negro, Indian, or what religion he belongs to,
he’s sure to get a free meal at my place even if he can’t afford
to pay for it.” He also supported the strikers with literally tons
of free bread during the big labour dispute during work on the
Lachine Canal in 1877. When he died, at 54 years old, in 1899,
the city of Montreal came to a standstill for his funeral.

Although the organizing groups agreed to continue with the
name “Joe Beef Market,” they also decided that, in addition
to having Joe Beef on hand, they would dedicate each year
to a different Montreal historical figure who contributed to
our collective history. The concept is to research a different
personality each year and preferably highlight someone who
has a street named after him/her in Point St. Charles. And
the decision for this year was to honour John Richardson
(Richardson Street is on one side of the Joe Beef Park).

Photo: Fergus V. Keyes

Members of PSC Community Theatre and PSC Youth
Theatre programme performing a dance from yesteryear

Fergus, aka Lord Nelson, with antique fire
truck , courtesy of the Montreal Fire Museum

Although John Richardson, who was born in Scotland in 1754,
and died in Montreal on May 18", 1831, is not a well-known name,
his influence and dedication to Montreal can still be found today
almost two hundred years later. In his
day he was considered truly a “man of
energy and action par excellence.”

John Richardson spearheaded the
project to start the building of the
Lachine Canal as early as 1795, and
finally, on July 17", 1821, he had the
honour of turning the first sod which
commenced this work on the canal
that became so very important to both
Montreal and the rest of Canada. He
worked with a couple of others to
purchase the land and then build the
Montreal General Hospital, and he
became the Chairman of the committee
to supervise the construction and
then became the first president of the
Hospital. His speeches and overall effort
resulted in the foundng of the Bank of
Montreal, the first real bank in Canada. He became Chairman
of first Montreal Savings Bank and he was also instrumental in
setting up what is today the Montreal Board of Trade.

Photo: Lori Calman

John Richardson’s accomplishments both large and small are
very long to list. In addition to his great involvement in the
Lachine Canal, the Montreal General Hospital, the Bank of
Montreal and the Montreal Board of Trade, he was also one of the
commissioners for removing the walls around the original city of
Montreal. Together with Joseph Frobisher, he represented the East
Ward of the city in the first parliament of Lower Canada; he was a
trustee on improving the highway to Lachine; at one point he was
the “main intelligence officer” and responsible for the colony’s
security; he was a Justice of the Peace; he was very involved in
the building of the Nelson Monument in Old Montreal, as well
as the monument to Wolfe and Montcalm in Quebec City; and it
was at his insistence that the Bank of Montreal included the four
well-known statues on the front facade which depict agriculture,
arts and crafts, commerce and navigation.

At some point there was some discussion as to whether McGill
Street in Montreal should be named Richardson Street — but it
would seem that the name McGill prevailed and Richardson
instead was given to a little street in Point St. Charles.

The Joe Beef Market is intended to be a fun event which brings
history alive, and this year both Joe Beef and John Richardson
were present.

Watch the PSC Community page at www.psccommunity.com next
year for details of the 3™ annual Joe Beef Market!

do
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The positive impact of saving Senator O’'Connor House, Toronto

By Mary Fay

Some of you may be asking why is it important to preserve
this old house. What follows are some of the reasons. First
and foremost, it is an invaluable teaching/learning resource; and
it is authentic/real versus a re-created historic local heritage site
(O’Connor Estate sits on its original foundations).

The Estate provides great opportunities for students and the
community to relate knowledge and skills to the wider contexts,
such as developing inquiry skills and research methods particular
to being a heritage resource centre. It is available for functions
and fosters continuing education for both student and adult, life-
long learning opportunities. It is inclusive of all public, Catholic,
secondary and elementary disciplines (e.g., Canadian and World
Studies, Science and Technology, Entrepreneurial and Religious
Studies), in keeping with Ministry of Education Curriculum
guidelines. Original archives versus reproduction can be housed
on this site and there are opportunities for museum and rotating
display events to be held. Last but not least, it is pivotal in the
subsequent growth and development of this community from its
days as a 1000-acre farm/estate in the 1930s.

It is notable that O’Connor Estate is one on only half a dozen
remaining original properties in the area still standing before
the planned present Don Mills community by E.P. Taylor
approximately 60 years ago.

There are real historic examples:

(1) Organic farming at O’Connor Estate is in keeping with
present-day green environmentally friendly lifestyles.

(i1) Frank O’Connor’s business and benevolent acumen is in
keeping with modern day accountability and responsible business
expectations as well as caring for the well-being of the community
and surroundings in which we live.

(iii) Frank O’Connor’s philanthropic legacy is reflected in many
ways. For example, during the First World War while rationing was
going on, Frank and Mary O’Connor’s customers would contribute
their sugar rations so that Laura Secord chocolates could still be
made — of which supplies were sent to the soldiers. And kudos to
the modern day Laura Secord company who, we learned recently,

donated 2500 Secord
Easter Cream Eggs to
soldiers in Kandahar
last year.

(iv) Care and concern
for the well-being
of our neighbours’
needs. This is seen in
the physical building
of alocal church and
schools since Frank
O’Connor’s days,
namely the Precious
Blood R.C. Church,
once a disused
church from another

Photo: The Newman Centre, Toronto

Senator Frank O’Connor

denomination - which was purchased by Frank O’Connor
and rededicated to the Roman Catholic church, in memory of
Frank’s recently deceased wife Mary (died 1931). Later Frank
purchased a bus which was driven around the neighbourhood
to collect people for Sunday’s church, as well as being sent
during the week to collect children for school. He bought
another building beside the church to become a school. Further,
after Frank O’Connor (who was a senator by this time) died in
1939 at the early age of 54 years, he bequeathed the O’Connor
Estate and Farm to the teaching order of Brothers, De La
Salle Brothers, who later in their residency of the property,
together with the Daughters of Wisdom Sisters, built more
local elementary and secondary schools.

The impact of bringing back to life this great and important
landmark is priceless and timeless. Not only can students, the
community, and visitors “talk” about these things, they can
“walk” about this place.

Mary Fay, the Founding Chair of O’Connor Irish
Heritage House, has kindly contributed this article
and encourages SPS members to visit this lovely
property next time they are in Toronto.

do

Pam’s story will return in 2010

Pam Cotter’s interesting series on her studies in Ireland which
normally occupies this page will continue in our February
issue. Unfortunately, Pam had to return to Montreal recently when
her grandmother died unexpectedly. Eva MacLennan-Cary (82)
was very close to Pam because she was the only “Irish” member
of the family. She used to accompany her granddaughter to Irish
dancing competitions around North America (even as far as
Kentucky!) and was planning to attend Pam’s graduation in Ireland
next May. For Pam, this celebration won’t be the same without
her. NUACHT extends condolences to the Cotter family.

Shown opposite: Linda Cotter, Pam Cotter and

Eva MacLennan-Carey, at the last feis the three

attended (Windsor, Ontario) in 2006.
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Once again, ICCC hosts another
great pub quiz

By Anne Forrest

NUACHT

Paddy’s Pride: Paul Dunne, Anne Forrest, Mary
McDaid, and Ed Stokes with Jonathan Sullivan behind

nce again, a team representing SPS excelled at the ICCC

European Pub Quiz held on October 15" at McKibbin’s
Irish Pub on Bishop Street. Despite the absence of Tom
Brady (a fact that delighted the other competitors), Paddy’s
Pride featuring Paul Dunne, Mary McDaid, Ed Stokes and
Anne Forrest tied for first place. The “luck of the Irish” then
ran out as Captain Paul lost the toss for the four bottles of
Bushmills. However, the second prize of $25.00 gift vouchers

for McKibbin’s was not to be sneezed at.

The winners (by a coin toss) were Northern Rocks, and took
home those lovely bottles. Third place finishers, Boffers Inc.,
received copies of Time Well Spent, co-authored by Paul Loftus
and released recently. In fourth place were Shilelagh which
won six-packs of Guinness. And finishing fifth, but still getting
prizes (organizers), were Two Months. Two other lucky people

won door prizes.

For the more than 50 eager contestants, the evening was
great fun. Quiz Master, Sean Murphy, was in great form
and produced challenging questions that, for once, were not
too esoteric. Surely everyone knows that the highest peak in
England is Scafell Pike, that The Silence of the Lambs garnered
two Oscars for best actor and best actress, and that the second

largest country in Europe (after Russia) is the Ukraine.

Thanks go to Jonathan Sullivan of ICCC who has taken on the
responsibility of organizing these pub quizzes, to Steve (a.k.a.
“Igor”) who is Sean’s cheerful assistant, and to McKibbin’s for
providing tasty finger food. Be sure not to miss the next ICCC
Pub Quiz which will be held in Hurley’s Pub in February.

Personally, I can’t wait!

L

Tara Golf: affordable play in a variety
of spectacular locations

By Anne Forrest

any of you will have seen the multiple listings each year

for tournaments organized by Tara Golf. These are held in
Quebec and in the neighbouring US states of Vermont and New
York. The club does not have a home base as such, but is operated
in much the same way as a club that does have its own course.
Tara, which will soon be celebrating its 50" anniversary, was
originally called “The Irish Canadian Golfing Society.” Its main
objective at that time was to keep Irish immigrants together by
playing golf and holding socials, thereby helping to preserve their
culture and identity. The name was later changed to Tara Golf Club
to recognize the broader base of the national origin of its growing
membership, while maintaining a link to its Irish roots.

Tara Golf has grown into a heterogeneous group of individuals
with a passion for recreational golf. The membership (75 to 80
individuals) is multi-ethnic, gender equal, and is made up mostly
of people over 30 (boomers, zoomers). Attracting over ten new
members each year, Tara offers plenty of golf for all skill levels
and boasts a nucleus of elite players.

During its season, it organizes match-play with members of other
Irish groups (the GA A, Irish University Alumnae, etc.) for the Aer
Lingus Trophy. It regularly participates in the charity golf events
of the St. Patrick’s Society, the GAA and other Irish associations.
Each year it donates to NOVA, Dans la rue, Sun Youth, and the
Old Brewery Mission.

In August, Carole Dery (President) and Richard Ruel (Treasurer)
addressed the Rotary Club of Montreal-Lakeshore and extended
an invitation to the Rotarians to join Tara. Such an alliance would
have complementary benefits. The Lakeshore club would promote
golf among Montreal Rotarians and Tara Golf would promote
participation by their members at Rotary fund-raising events that
are open to the public.

If you’d like more information about this unique golf club, contact
Carole Dery at carole@hudson.net.

The Irish Rugby Team, winners of the Aer Lingus Trophy
(played at Caughnawaga Golf Club on October 3, 2009)
(L. to r.) Frank Rooney, Jimmy Heaslip, John O’Shea
(Immediate Past President of Tara holding trophy), John
Dennett and Ron O’Shaughnessy *
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News from other Irish organizations in Montreal

Irish Protestant Benevolent Society

By Nicole Gareau

In the October IPBS newsletter, Mike Nelson announced that
new members had joined the Society and more would be

welcome. The new Honorary Secretary and member of Council

is Robert Ouellette, a long-time engineer and manager at Rolls-

Royce here in Montreal. IPBS also welcomes its newest member,

Daniel O’Leary, a professor at Concordia University.

Officers and Council

2009-2010
President J. Michael Nelson
Vice-President Tony Wait
Honorary Secretary Robert Ouellette
Treasurer William Boyd
Honorary Solicitor Brian Mitchell
Honorary Chaplain Rev. James Armour
Council
David Clendenning Bill Eakin Robert Faith
David Hannaford J. Arthur Madill John Perry
Edna Ralston Gavin Ross Dick Waring

It is with regret that IPBS reports the passing of Frank McDevitt
on September 19" after a short battle with cancer. The family
will be returning his ashes to Ireland to be buried with his four
brothers as he so dearly wished. May he rest in peace.

IPBS’s charitable mission includes supporting education and social
welfare and Mike invites suggestions as to possible recipients.
One event that was sponsored was the annual dinner at the Old
Brewery Mission on April 21*. On that day, Dick Waring, John
Perry, James O’Gallagher, Mike Nelson and Bill Boyd served
meals to 500 guests in three sittings. It was a very moving
experience. Volunteers are needed for next year, so please mark
your calendars now for March 2™, 2010!

The Irish Way, by Edgar Andrew Collard,
which is the history of the Irish Protestant
Benevolent Society is now available by
contacting the IPBS office. Price: $15.00.

Tz lrish Wy

United Irish Societies
By Ken Quinn

he names of the 2010 dignitaries and award recipients were
announced in late October. They are:

The Jeanie Johnston Foundation
By Leo Delaney

he Jeanie Johnston Foundation (JJF) was formed to

commemorate the Irish Famine ship, the Jeanie Johnston,
which defied the odds in the 1840s by carrying several
thousand immigrants to North America without any fatalities.
Besides the website www.irishfamine.ca, the JJF is carrying
out a joint project with LEARN to create curriculum materials
for the schools. In this way, the story of the Famine will be
taken to all the schools in Quebec and elsewhere.

The Board of the JJF is pleased to announce the addition of
William Weintraub, the well-known author and film-maker.
Mr. Weintraub brings an invaluable knowledge of the history
and literary scene to the Board. The JJF is looking forward to
a long and fruitful relationship with this prolific author and
historian.

For more information, contact Sam Allison at (450) 443-1464
or sam_allison@hotmail.com.

Point St. Charles Community Theatre

he PSC Community Theatre (in Point St. Charles)

opened their new play called Jitters (by David French)
on November 13%, 2009. It will run for three weekends until
November 28",

All performances take place at the “Old Bank,” 1900 Wellington
Sreet. A minimum donation of $7.00 is suggested and all
proceeds will benefit the PSC Youth Theatre Program.

Then, on December 19" and 20" (4:00 p.m.), there will be a
dramatic reading of A Christmas Carol. Both performances
will take place at the Salle Borromée, 1240 Island Street, Point
St. Charles (part of the St. Charles Church on Centre Street).
Also included will be a special presentation by the PSC Youth
Theatre Program, called Acting Out.

Details on the dates, times, and the reservation form
can be found at www.psccommunity.com or contact us
by e-mail info@psccommunity.com or call (514) 935-
3769 for additional information.

The Irish Reading Group

f you love reading, why not join the Irish Reading Group
which next meets at 7:00 p.m. on November 30™ at Hurely’s
Irish Pub on Crescent Street? The purpose of the upcoming
meeting is to share ideas and opinions about Anne Enright’s

Grand Marshal: Mr. Jim Killin short story collection titled Yesterday’s Weather. Enright is

Chief Reviewing Officer: Mr. James Coleman better known as the winner of the Man Booker Prize for her

Simon McDonaugh novel The Gathering.

Humanitarian Award Recipient: Mr. Adrian Bercovici

Liam Daly Heritage For more information about this and other sessions, please

Award Recipient: Mr. Donald Pidgeon contact cmdurack@hotmail.com. *
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Cine Gael Season 2010 — an update

By Dana Hearne

ur Cine Gael Committee is working night and day to

bring you a season of the best of Irish cinema in the
New Year. We are checking out feature films, documentaries
and a very wide selection of short films for our special “short
film weekend.” Of course, at this early date, everything is still
tentative as the tracking process continues. We do know the
dates and there have been some changes here. So, if you made
anote of the line-up as published in the last issue of NUACHT,
you will need to make a note of the changes listed below and
on p.20.

We are hoping to open on February 12" with the audience
favourite at this year’s Galway Film Fleadh — His and Hers,
directed by Ken Wardrop. This is Ken’s first feature. His award-
winning short Undressing My Mother was a favourite at our
evening of shorts a few years ago. His and Hers chronicles
a ninety-year-old love story through the collective voice of
seventy women.

On February 26" we are planning to show Shalom Ireland —“a
delightful documentary film that amuses and entertains while
giving the viewer an insight into a fragile Jewish community
that has played its part in the birth of modern Ireland.”

‘We have a tentative promise of Child of the Dead End, directed
by Desmond Bell. If this is confirmed, we will add it to our
line-up as an extra event on Saturday, March 13®. This is a
documentary feature employing early-film archive on the life of
Irish writer Patrick MacGill (1891-1963) — navy, poet, novelist,
dramatist and screen writer. Stephen Rea plays MacGill.

Our weekend special (Friday, March 26" and Saturday, March
27" is back in 2010, but this time it is a weekend of short films
organized by committee members Heather MacDougall and
Kester Dyer. The tentative plan is to present three packages of
short films. On Friday, March 26", our tentative plan (thanks
Heather for this up-date) is to present our usual package of new
shorts, with people voting on their favourites as we do every year.
Then, on Saturday, March 27", we would screen a family-friendly
package of shorts (suitable for all ages) which would also include
older “classics.” On the Saturday evening we would screen a
retrospective of previous winners.

For Friday April 16", we are looking at a number of Irish films
which were screened at the Toronto International Film Festival this
year. We have no word yet on the availability of these films.

For our closing on April 22" (this is a revised date), there is
a good possibility that we may be able to screen The Trotsky,
directed by Jacob Tierney (Kevin’s son) and produced by Kevin’s
production company.

We look forward to seeing you all on February 12" and throughout
the series.

NOTE: All screenings take place at the de Seéve Cinema, Concordia
University, 1400 de Maisonneuve West, at 7:15 p.m.

Check our website for continual up-dates:
www.cinegaelmontreal.com.

i

A united Ireland - how do we get there?

By Georges Beriault

tatement: “Canada has been a key player in the Northern

Ireland Peace Process.” This was the message from Gerry
Adams president of Sinn Fein at a public forum held in Toronto
on November 7". “I commend Canadians for their work for
peace and justice in Ireland. We wouldn’t be where we are now
without that support.”

Adams joined other invited speakers including former Solicitor-
General Warren Allmand, Charlie Angus NDP-MP from
Northern Ontario, former Saskatchewan Justice Minister Chris
Axworthy, and CSN/CNTU Montreal Secretary-Treasurer
Manon Perron.

The forum was held on the University of Toronto campus in the
OISE Auditorium and was attended by about 270 Canadians,
many of them young who were not shrinking violets at the
microphones and gave their ideas on that day’s theme “A United
Ireland — How do we get there?”

Some of the speakers pointed out that there were still many
divisions in Ireland, that sectarianism and walls between people
have yet to come down. It would take time for the healing

process to take hold so that a healthy body politic could develop
after decades of “the troubles.”

Although the initial conference was organized by Friends of Sinn
Fein Canada, the concensus that afternoon was for groups and
individuals to be able to work independently to achieve the goal
of a united Ireland.

Manon Perron, of the CSN trade union, beginning in French and
smoothly switching to English, spoke of the need for everyone to
begin the process by speaking with friends and family members
and then turning to colleagues about the need for the Peace
Process to work. If we can get to a united Ireland it just might
inspire other troubled peoples and other conflicts to begin their
own experiments in peace and reconciliation. How many of us can
remember and not so long ago when people would turn to us and
say, “Oh dear, there’ll never be peace in Ireland.” Now we have
only one job left to do and it is help to unite Ireland.

Anyone interested in getting more information can reach Georges
Beriault at (514) 739-5185. *
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What you may have missed from the Irish papers!

By Paul Dunne
More economic misery...

he economy is dominating the front pages in Ireland and will

continue to do so beyond December 9" when the government
will bring down the most draconian budget the Irish have ever
seen, in an effort to get public finances under control. A “day
of protest” (read general strike) by trade unions is planned for
November 24" ahead of the budget but nothing will stop the
arrival of the inevitable pain. The government is borrowing
€500m per week to keep the doors open and has committed
to budget adjustments of €4.5bn in December. This will be
followed by another €5bn or so next year and the same the year
after and so on until the deficit is reduced from the current level
of €20bn to the European Central Bank permitted amount of 3%
of GDP (about €5bn) by 2013. Spare change anyone?

Apparition at Knock

oe Coleman from Ballyfermot in Dublin has been seeing things.

Not just any old things, he’s been having Marian apparitions.
Knock, in County Mayo, is the site of Ireland’s most famous
apparition. In 1879, the Virgin Mary accompanied by family and
friends, appeared to a crowd of the faithful at the old Knock parish
church and since then Knock has become a rallying point for the
faithful and even has its own airport. Some 15,000 people followed
Joe to Knock on Hallowe’en to view a promised apparition. At the
appointed time, the sun danced for some while for others it turned
into the sacred host but nobody got a clear view of the Virgin
— except Joe. She turned up alright and had a special message
which she asked him not to reveal just yet. Pat Lavelle, manager
of the shrine, was the least impressed of all those in Knock on
the sunny Saturday “the carpet around the altar was littered with
food, soft drinks and crisps,” said an angry Mr. Lavelle. He’s one
person at Knock who’s not looking forward to Mary’s next visit
which is scheduled for December 5.

An Irish President of Europe?

John Bruton, ex-Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland and
currently EU ambassador to the United States, has thrown his
hat in the ring to become the first President of Europe. This is a
new position following the recent adoption of the Lisbon Treaty
which proposes a new framework for the EU. Up to now the EU
has had no individual as president and instead the presidency was
shared, six months at a time, by each member country. This worked
just fine when there were twelve members but with the current
crop of twenty-seven and a few more in the wings, it’s getting a
bit unwieldy. Mr. Bruton is a bit of a long shot but it seems that
Tony Blair, who was once considered a shoo-in for the post, is
losing favour and the consensus seems to be shifting toward a
more low-key appointment. This could favour Mr. Bruton’s bid
as he is well known and roundly respected in the European and
international diplomatic arena. Mary Robinson, ex-President of
Ireland, has also been suggested as a possible candidate for the
prestigious post. If either of them wins, will the official residence
of the President of Europe be known as the “Green House”?

Yolanta Kruk

don’t often pick up the Irish newspapers and read

something about a fellow-Montrealer, so you can imagine
my surprise when I saw Yolanta’s face smiling at me from
page 18 of the Irish Independent on Monday November 2,
According to the accompanying article, Yolanta impressed
the judges at the “Oireachtas na Samhna” which is a “sean
nds” (old style) singing competition held this year in
Letterkenny, County Donegal. Yolanta “drew praise with
her haunting rendition of the Connemara lament, “Amhran
Mhuinse.” It is unusual for a Montrealer to achieve that
sort of notoriety in Ireland but even more special given
the fact that Yolanata is of Polish and not Irish descent.
Yolanta’s dedication to her adopted culture will surely be
an inspiration to the thousands of Poles who made Ireland
their home during the Celtic Tiger years and many of whose
children would be fluent Gaelic speakers and “sean nos”
aficionados like Yolanta herself!

“Tiger” kidnappings

¢¢Tiger” is the adjective used to describe the spate of

kidnap/ransom crimes that grew during the Celtic Tiger
years when it became the crime of choice for criminal
gangs and newly unemployed dissident republicans. Since
the Northern Bank robbery in Belfast in December 2004
when the IRA held the family of a bank employee hostage
while he liberated the bank of 24 million pounds (about
45 million dollars), tiger kidnappings now primarily refer
to this novel approach of bank robbery. According to the
Sunday Independent, this is becoming an arm’s-length,
low-risk way of acquiring large sums of money and is now
the preferred modus operandi for Ireland’s bank robbing
community. There were two of these in as many weeks
recently and the Gardai (police) are getting increasingly
frustrated with the failure of the banks to follow an agreed
protocol which would alert them quickly to an ongoing
robbery attempt. However it seems the gangs are also
getting a bit frustrated. The wife and children of Adrian
Ronan, an ex-Kilkenny hurling star who also works in a
Kilkenny bank, were held at gunpoint and threatened with
execution if Ronan did not go to the bank and pick up €3m
euro. Only €300,000 was available and the kidnappers
eventually gave up. According to one expert, protocols to
foil these robbery attempts don’t work in nine cases out of
ten because the demeanour of the bank staff changes once
confronted with life-threatening situations. However the
banks’ failure to follow the Gardai protocols means that
these types of robberies are successful and will continue.
So far there have been no innocent fatalities, but it seems
inevitable that one day there will be and the already
maligned Irish banks will have yet another public relations
disaster on their heads.

*
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School of Canadian Irish Studies celebrates inauguration

By Mary Katherine Carr

he School of Canadian Irish Studies recently celebrated
its inauguration with a special event on October 19"
at the Mother House Grey Nuns Chapel. In attendance
were Quebec Premier Jean Charest, former Premier Daniel

Johnson, former Prime Minister Paul Martin,
Concordia President and Vice-Chancellor Judith
‘Woodsworth, Canadian Irish Studies Foundation
Chair Brian Gallery, and trustees and donors to
the Foundation. Guests enjoyed a performance
of Irish music coordinated by CISF trustee
Catherine Richards, who also performed.

The event was a thank-you to all the donors and
other individuals who have helped the School
in its growth. As President Woodsworth noted,
“Since its inception in 1995, the Canadian Irish
Studies Foundation has boasted an impressive
list of accomplishments that include the raising of
more than $4.5 million and the direct contribution

to Concordia of more than $2 million.”

Jean Charest, who is honorary chairman of
the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, said
capacity to

3, 6

the School exemplifies Quebec’s
integrate” all its citizens.

Brian Gallery, Canadian Irish Studies Foundation
Chair, thanked the donors who, with the support

With the official celebration behind it, the School is now
concentrating on developing further in the coming years, with plans
for the appointment of several new professors. Meanwhile, the day-
to-day business of classes and public lectures continues.

Photo: Ryan Blau — PBL Photography

From l.to r.: Peter Kruyt, chair of Concordia’s Board of Governors; Michael Kenneally,

principal of Concordia’s School of Canadian Irish Studies; the Right Honorable Paul

Martin, former prime minister of Canada; Judith Woodsworth, Concordia president and

of Concordia, made the creation of the School

possible. In turn, he himself was congratulated by all the speakers.
Premier Charest said that Brian Gallery’s legacy was that the story
of the Irish in Quebec and elsewhere will be told over and over—and

Photo: Ryan Blau — PBL Photography

Brian Gallery and Michael Kenneally

itis animportant story
of integration and co-
operation that needs to
be told time and time
again. Commending
the perseverance and
commitment of Brian
Gallery, former Prime
Minister Paul Martin
said that “The Irish
have great vision.
They don’t give up.”
Michael Kenneally
in thanking Brian
Gallery said he never
took no for an answer
and was driven by
a passion that came

from his core. Concordia President and Vice-Chancellor Judith
Woodsworth also thanked Brian Gallery and the Canadian Irish
Studies Foundation and lauded Kenneally’s leadership and vision.
“It’s such a pleasure to see your wonderful work come to fruition,”

Woodsworth said.

vice-chancellor; Jean Charest, premier of Quebec; Brian Gallery, chair of the Canadian
Irish Studies Foundation; and Daniel Johnson, former premier of Quebec.

The School recently collaborated with the David O’Brien Centre
for Sustainable Enterprise at the John Molson School of Business
in hosting a lecture by Dr. Jim Kennelly. Dr. Kennelly is Director
of the International Affairs Program at Skidmore College, New
York and gave a lecture entitled “Competitiveness, Sustainability
and Sense of Place in Post-Boom Ireland.”

Coming up on the School’s calendar of events is a lecture
by 2009 Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar Maurice Bric
on Friday, November 20™, 2009. The lecture is called
“The Green Atlantic: Ireland and America in the Age of
Revolutions.” Professor Bric teaches history at University
College Dublin and is currently teaching a class on The
Development of Popular Protest in Ireland at Concordia. His
recent book, Ireland, Philadelphia and the Re-Invention of
America, 1760-1800, won the Irish Historical Research Prize
for 2009.

Winter course offerings at the School include two history
courses by new Irish history professor Gavin Foster, a course
on Irish Traditional Music in Québec by Johnson Chair
Gear6id O hAllmhurdin, Irish Dramatic Literature with Kate
Bligh, Film Culture in Ireland with Heather MacDougall, and
Celtic Christianity with Sara Terreault.

Cont.p.15

14

November 2009



Lisbon Treaty ratified. What next?

By Neil McKenty

‘ x Jith several Catholic bishops publicly on board, Ireland

ratified the Lisbon Treaty by a thumping margin of 67 per

cent. To put it simply, this vote has moved Europe closer to being
a fully-fledged federation.

The potential significance for Europe of Ireland’s Yes vote in the
Lisbon Treaty referendum may not yet be clear, but it is of major
import. When the Treaty comes into force, the Irish electorate’s
rethink will have rescued the viability of European unity, for a
generation or more.

If the No side had prevailed in this vote (as it did in the first one),
the European Union would have suffered a massive, morale-
sapping blow. Not only would the Lisbon Treaty itself have been
relegated to the dust bin of history, but so too would the prospect
of reforming the EU for years to come, given that this time next
year David Cameron and the Tories — a party and leader both
sceptical of Europe — would be in power in England.

With a Conservative government vetoing every effort to improve
the EU, it is more than likely that Europe would be divided
between states advocating further integration and other states
opposing it — a disaster for the continent.

However, the Lisbon Treaty is still not a done deal. Two states have
not yet ratified: Poland and the Czech Republic. The parliaments
of both countries have voted approval but their Eurosceptical
presidents have withheld their signatures. Polish president Lech
Kaczynski, however, promised last July to consent to ratification

Studies (cont.)

Space is still available in winter courses and students can
register by contacting cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca or (514)
848-2424, ext. 8711. For more information about the School of
Canadian Irish Studies, upcoming events and courses, please
visit www.cdnirish.concordia.ca or stop by the office at 1550
boul. de Maisonneuve West, GM 903-23 (mailing address:
1455 boul. de Maisonneuve West, GM 903-23).

Events — mark your calendar

Lecture by 2009 Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar Dr. Maurice
Bric, “The Green Atlantic: Ireland and America in the Age of
Revolutions” — November 20" at 6:30 p.m. — Location TBA.

Winter 2010 Courses

Irish Traditional Music in Quebec: Cultural History and
Folklife - Mon. 6:00 - 8:15 p.m.

Ireland in the 20" Century - Tues. & Thurs. 2:45 - 4:00 p.m.
Irish Dramatic Literature - Wed. 2:45 - 5:30 p.m.

Celtic Christianity - Wed. 6:00 - 8:15 p.m.

The Great Irish Famine - Thurs. 6:00 - 8:15 p.m.

Film Culture in Ireland - Thurs. 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.

i

if Ireland voted Yes and he has now done so. That leaves Czech
president, Vaclav Klaus, who said more than once that he would
try to keep the Treaty from coming into force.

Some have speculated that he wanted to delay signing
until after the general election in Britain, in the hope the
conservatives would win and call a referendum on the
Treaty. (Tory leader David Cameron has now promised he
would take no action on Europe during his first term.)

Now Mr. Klaus admits he cannot wait around for a British
election: “They would have to hold it in the coming days
or weeks. However, the train has now travelled so far and
so fast. I guess it will not be possible to stop it or turn it
around, however much we would like to.”

The Lisbon Treaty was designed to streamline the EU’s
decision-making process following its expansion from 15
to 27 members. Critics, including Klaus, have described
it as an attempt to create a European superstate that would
rob individual states of their sovereignty.

Some months ago, Klaus said he would be the “last
politician” in Europe to sign the Treaty. This has come
true — but ironically his signature will now be the one that
enables the Treaty he despises to come into force.

That leaves British Tory leader David Cameron. What will
he do? Gavin Barrett, a senior lecturer at Trinity College,
specializing in European Union law, asks what are the
chances of Cameron blocking the Treaty by calling a
referendum in England once the Tories achieve power.

“The answer very simply,” writes Barrett, “is that it will
end them. Once the Lisbon Treaty comes into force it will
be irreversible. The new situational architecture will be
there to stay.” Part of that architecture might well include
Tony Blair, considered by many to be the front-runner for
the new EU presidency.

Much to the disgust of his more Europhobic supporters,
Cameron will now have to abandon a now legally pointless
referendum in favour of a concerted effort to repatriate
certain powers to Britain — in social, employment, justice
and home efforts. Whether he succeeds remains to be seen,
although the UK could threaten to block the accession of
new member states if it does not get its way.

Cameron’s most difficult job will probably be managing
Europhobia within his own party. An astonishing 40 per
cent of Conservative supporters favour leaving the EU
altogether.

Be that as it may, Ireland on its second try has broken the
logjam preventing a new Europe. *
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Langue et culture celtique

Alexandre Boulet

ans la société celtique, les

druides se chargeaient de la
transmission du savoir ancestral
basé sur une tradition orale. Méme
si de nombreux textes furent écrits
sur eux, ces textes proviennent des
civilisations adjacentes comme
les Grecs. Mais avant que saint
Patrick christianise 1’Irlande, au
Se siecle, et leur donne une langue
écrite, les Celtes possédaient déja
une forme d’alphabet, appelé
Ogham. Ils gravaient sur des
dolmens le résumé de grands
évenements passés comme des
exploits de guerre ou le récit
de guerriers célebres morts au
combat. Ces dolmens ont passé
I’épreuve du temps et parseément
le paysage d’Irlande. Certaines
sources indiquent méme que
ces druides, qui représentaient
la classe religieuse, utilisaient
des Oghams pour des rituels
magiques reliés a une certaine spiritualité de la nature. Les
Celtes vouaient un grand culte au travail de cette cheére dame
Nature, de Gaia.

Our September issue of
NUACHT featured the
first of what may become
aregular series of articles
in French. We invited
feedback from our readers
and based on the positive
responses we received, we
are happy to bring you
another article written by
Alexandre Boulet.

Les Celtes possédaient une tradition orale, mais ils n’avaient
pas conscience de la nécessité de la conserver par écrit. Donc,
comment leur bagage culturel a-t-il pu franchir les barrieres du
temps ? Nul doute que le nom nous venant a I'esprit est celui de
saint Patrick lui-mé&me. C’est le fruit du travail de transcription
du savoir druidique, dans la langue gaélique, qui permit a
cette culture de subsister. Bien que les alphabets runique et
oghamique soient deux alphabets différents, cette dernicre
forme d’écriture a di influencer ’évolution du gaélique.
Méme s’il est peu parlé, le gaélique évolue sans cesse. Depuis
le début du 19e siecle, les linguistes ajoutent chaque année
de nouveaux termes a cette langue. La venue des nouvelles

«GOURMET+

R VOTRE SERVICE

TEROEEN MEELE-ERQz-DINNEN FEFNTIEE-DOAFORARTE

WWW.COUTRMETAVOTRESERVICE.CA

Graharm Lonerngon
Perscnal Chef & Coterer

¥ 514-979-7934 * goumet@videotronco +
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technologies obligeant, de nouveaux termes ont vu le jour. Des
termes comme eitledn, se traduisant par avion, ou bien aerfort
désignant un aéroport prennent place dans le dictionnaire. Méme
les technologies de pointe possedent leur propre mot. Des termes
comme riomhaire (riooaire) — ordinateur — ou bien dliithdhiosca
(dldthdhiokka) — disque compact (cd) — se retrouvent dans tout
bon dictionnaire gaélique. Comme vous avez remarqué, le gaélique
possede un accent qui change la sonorité des voyelles. En placant
un accent aigu sur une voyelle, le son s’en trouve allongé et parfois
change de sonorité. Le nom donné a cet accent est fada.

L’influence des Celtes est considérable, car plusieurs de leurs
traditions ont traversé les siecles. Parmi ceux-la, celle de
I’'Halloween est la plus persistante. Dangereuse et mystique, cette
période de Samhain (Saoain) servait a passer de 'année de la
lumiere (I’été) a 'année des ténebres (I’hiver). Du 30 octobre au
ler novembre, les Celtes organisaient une grande féte pour marquer
le début de la nouvelle année. La légende raconte que durant cette
période, la frontiere entre le monde des esprits et le monde des
vivants se fragilise. Plusieurs esprits profitent de ’occasion pour
rejoindre le monde des vivants. Certains sont bénéfiques, mais
d’autres sont malicieux. Les Celtes, qui ne voulaient pas offenser les
mauvais esprits, offraient I’hospitalité a tout étranger qui frappait
a leur porte. Cette tradition est encore observée de nos jours, par
toutes les nationalités vivant au Canada, par 'activité de donner des
friandises aux enfants qui sonnent a la porte de leur voisin.

i
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People in the news...

By Anne Forrest

9 Tis the Season... not just to

be merry but to celebrate the
arrival of babies. In our last
issue, the proud grandparents
were Linda and Chris Phelan.
Now it’s the turn of John and
Sandy McDonaugh who are
thrilled to announce the safe
arrival of their first grandchild,
Simon Malcolm McDonaugh- |+
Mujoomdar, named after his
great grandfather who adored |
his grandchildren. This “treat” [
arrived on Hallowe’en Night |
to Shannon and Dr. Aneil
Mujoomdar of Moncton, New
Brunswick. We hear that Sandy has already registered baby Simon
as member of SPS and is keeping a pin for him.

e 55
Baby Simon

Also in September we told you about the wedding of Catherine
Eustace to Brian Gillespie. We’ve finally received a photo of the
happy couple. It’s been an exciting year for Catherine in other
ways too. She passed
the Quebec Bar
examinations in May
and will be formally
sworn in as a member
of the Quebec Bar on
December 15", She is
practising family law in
Montreal. Incidentally,
Liam Maloney, Antoine
Maloney’s son and a
rising star in photo-
journalist circles, was the
wedding photographer
and did a superb job.

Photo: Liam Maloney

Catherine and Brian

Catherine’s father, Ned Eustace, has spent most of the last year
in Kabul, Afghanistan, consulting to the World Bank. He is there
now, and tells me the deteriorating security situation, especially
since the recent fatal attack on international civilians in a UN
guesthouse, is one of many sources of escalating tension and
a grave concern. At the time of writing (November 13™) there
are expectations of a “major spectacular event,” courtesy of the
Taliban, in the lead-up to President Karzai’s inauguration on
November 19™. Ned is back home on December 15" for Catherine’s
swearing in and, of course, Christmas.

Congratulations to Julie Dunn on her recent promotion as Account
Manager at Carlson Marketing. Since joining the company nearly
three years ago, Julie has proven that she can take on any challenges
and deliver on and over expectations. Julie’s marketing skills also
serve her well as an active member of the SPS Ball Committee and
as the newly appointed Chair of the Youth Task Force.

Kudos go to Margaret Healy who, in late September, was
honoured by the Point St. Charles community for her tireless
devotion and her numerous contributions to Montreal’s
various Irish community groups over a long and busy life.
Margaret’s leadership qualities earned her a place on the
board of SPS and she later received the singular honour of
being the first woman ever to be named the Grand Marshall
of Montreal’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The book Time Well Spent: Getting things done through
effective time management, co-written by our member Paul
Loftus is now available at the McGill bookstore on McTavish
just north of Sherbrooke. A possible Christmas gift?

And talking of books, you’ll be happy to learn that Louise
Abbott and husband Niels Jensen, whose beautiful The
Heart of the Farm was reviewed by us last year, are presently
working on a book about the Cree of James Bay. It will
be primarily photographic, but there will be a couple of
introductory essays and longish captions in English, French,
and Cree syllabics. NUACHT promises to review this early
in 2010 as it is scheduled for publication next May.

Two years ago I had the pleasure of interviewing Peter
Behrens, winner of the Governor-General’s Award for
Literature for The Law of Dreams, a novel about the Irish
Famine. This work has been adapted as a musical, Terrible
Beauty, and a YouTube clip from a performance may be seen
at www.peterbehrens.org. You may catch Terrible Beauty live
in New York, April 2010.

John Mulholland has been instrumental in planning
the launch of the Griffintown Horse Palace Foundation.
A registered charity created to acquire and renovate the
heritage property and stables at 1204 Ottawa Street, the
Foundation hopes to create a museum that tells the stories of
immigrants who lived in Griffintown and open the working
stables to the public. For more information, contact John at
john.m@vertecol.ca.

In rugby news, the mighty Ste. Anne’s Rugby Football Club
(SABRFC) won their 3% Quebec Cup in a row (a veritable
dynasty!) with a convincing win over Le Club de Rugby du
Québec (CRQ), Saturday October 3%, at a Laval pitch before
aboistrous crowd of 500 fans! Our own Jon Phelan, who has
been playing 2" row for St. Anne’s for five years as well as for
the Quebec Caribou, our provincial rugby squad, was one of
the happy players to hoist the Quebec Cup once again!

Finally, as our publication deadline is on us, we are unable
to bring the results of the Eastern Canadian Oireachtas
Championships that are taking place this weekend (November
14h-16'") at Niagara Falls. We are confident that Bernadette
Short’s wonderful Irish dancers will excel and look forward
to hearing all about their successes from Pat Short in our
February issue. P
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Have you heard about The NEW Irish Show on CJAD 800 AM?

he New Irish Show is an online podcast, basically a radio
show that you can listen to whenever you want. It gets
posted on the 1% and the 15" of every month.

The NEW Irish Show is trying to get back to its roots in
Montreal. Years ago we started off as a community-oriented
radio show, hearing stories from local Irish Montrealers and
promoting Irish culture in the city. We plan on continuing
with that tradition. We’ve had guests including Hollywood
actors, award-winning writers, Prime Ministers, Stanley Cup
winners and everyday Irish-Canadians; we cover it all on The
Irish Show!

A little about us...

Amber is of Celtic descent
and recently came back from
travelling throughout Ireland.
She’s looking forward to
meeting new people within the
Irish Community of Montreal
and is eager to hear their stories
and promote Montreal’s unique
Irish culture.

Amber LeBrun

Peter, who is of Irish descent,
has been working with the
station for many years and is
happy to be part of The NEW
Irish Show. His experience
within the entertainment and
music industry has helped the
show to discover some hidden
gems both from Ireland and here
in Montreal.

Peter McEntyre

Nicola, from Belfast, has
called Montreal home for the
past two years. Her insight
and passion for the Irish
community has helped the
show get one foot deeper
into the community. She’s
enjoying the experience and
she’s looking forward to
meeting new people.

Nicola Morgan

So Join Amber, Peter and Nicola on the 1% and 15" of every
month, for the best of the Irish Community in Montreal!
And if you have a story to tell we want to hear from you! So

The Irlsh Show
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For the BEST of the Irish
Commumnity in Montreal...
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November 1% (Hallowe’en Special)

e Walking tour in Dublin
e  Some spooky stories

This show is already posted on the website
November 15"

e Aninterview with a young Irish dancer

e Peter McAuslan on his upcoming whiskey tasting evening

¢ A Québécois on his learning English and Gaelic in Ireland

e Music from the Irish Descendants and interview with Con,
lead vocalist

December 1*
e We don’t have a set line-up yet but this show will be sure

to keep you warm and fuzzy
* Since it’s getting colder, our theme is staying warm!

M aison ‘B:Faﬁ:l b']-[\ e/ {;IIEE‘E’C

Maison Bramble House, 57 Donegani, Pointe Claire, H9R 2V8
Tel: 514-630  Fax: 514-630-9767
www.bramblehouse.net info@bramblehouse.net
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Around town

Irish whiskey tasting and art exposition

he Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club offers a fun evening

of Irish whiskey tasting and an art exhibit on November 26"
at 4785 Sherbrooke W., from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Tickets are
$50.00 and can be purchased from any of the MIRFC Executive.
Appetizers, beer and water (!) will also be available. Raffle prizes
include photography of the MIRFC in action and original art
work by David Biddle, former Team Canada wing forward and
Concordia University Fine Arts student. For more information and
tickets, contact Jim Kellett at (514) 394-2633 or jkellett@a3macs.
com and John Weller (514) 295-5961 or john_weller@waters.
com. All proceeds will support MIRFC.

UIS Annual Christmas Draw

he 41* annual Christmas Draw will take place on Sunday

November 29" at St. John Brebeuf Church hall in LaSalle.
The United Irish Societies of Montreal self finances the draw
by selling eight thousand tickets at a unit price of $1.00. Grand
prize is $950 with lesser subsidiary money prizes. In addition
to the draw there are two raffle tables. Members and friends are
encouraged to bring modest gifts that can be raffled off. Separate
tickets are sold for these tables on the day of the event. The success
of the draw gives the members the opportunity to assemble and
deliver approximately 60 baskets of food at Christmas time to the
less fortunate. Those interested in attending the draw, purchasing
tickets, selling tickets, or helping with the baskets can contact
Elizabeth Quinn at (514) 894-5087.

ICCC stays at the top!

nce again, the annual Christmas Reception hosted by the

Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce will be held in The
Royal Bank Lounge, on the 41* floor of Place Ville Marie. This
event will take place on Thursday, December 10™ from 5:30 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. Guests of Honour include His Excellency Mr. Declan
Kelly, Ambassador of Ireland to Canada and His Excellency
Mr. Anthony Cary, CMG, British High Commissioner to
Canada. Hors d’ceuvres, an open bar, musical entertainment and
door prizes will be offered. The price for members is $50.00 (if
paid in advance) or $60.00 at the door and for non-members.
Please advise ICCC by email at contact@iccemtl.com or call
(514) 845-0973 before December 7™ if you plan to attend.

NUACHT Advertising Rates

Per Issue Yearly (4 Issues)
Business Card $75.00 $250.00
Quarter Page $150.00 $500.00
Half Page $400.00 $800.00
Full Page $400.00 $1,300.00
Please Note:

If you are receiving NUACHT and have not paid your annual
subscription or would like to be put on the NUACHT mailing
list, please remit $10.00 to Erin Matheson at the Society
Office.

58 years... and still counting!

his New Year’s Eve will mark the 64" Annual Remembrance

visit by the Point St. Charles Legion Branch to the
hospitalized men and women, all former active combat service
personnel from the Canadian Armed Forces. There are still 425
patients residing at Ste. Anne’s Military Hospital — veterans
from the Second World War, Korea and more recent Canadian
military operations.

The average age is in the late 80s and for some of the patients, it
will be the final chance to personally thank them for the services
rendered to our nation. It is expected that possibly as many as
100 will silently pass away before next year’s show.

St. Patrick’s Society has again honoured the project with a grant
that will be used exclusively for providing suitable individual
gifts to many of the patients. As well, there are touring ward
groups, some of whose members come from Comhaltas, Siamsa
and the Celtic Grace dancers. Among the ten acts performing
on the main stage show is “Salty Dog,” representing Montreal’s
finest Irish talent.

This will be Joe Mell’s 58" consecutive year with the Legion
Show and he is hoping to make it to 60. Joe and his friends
could use the contribution of any minor gift items — such as
caps, T-shirts, etc. Please contact him at joe-car@webtv.net if
you would like to help or need further information.

Help a child and enjoy some basketball

he Shriners Basketball Classique, Bishops University

versus Concordia will be held on Friday, January
2212010 at 6:00 p.m. at the Concordia Sports Complex.
Cost: $10.00. Sir Stephen Roberts in his Potentate’s
Message says it best: “No man or woman stands as tall
as one who stoops to help a child.” Please support the
Shriners Hospital for Children.

Queen’s Selection Evening

lease note that the 2010 Queen’s Selection Evening is

scheduled for Saturday February 20" at Buffet Sorrento in
LaSalle. Young ladies interested in participating in this public
speaking contest or individuals interested in purchasing tickets
should contact Elizabeth Quinn at (514) 894-5087.

Irish language classes continue in 2010

C omhra will run a second session of Irish language
classes from January 11" to mid-May 2010. There
are three levels, including a beginner class for people
with no knowledge of Irish. Classes take place every
Monday evening from 7 to 9 p.m. at Loyola High School,
7272 rue Sherbrooke Ouest, Notre-Dame-de-Grace,
Montréal. The cost for the second session is $75. Contact
annfortune89 @gmail.com or (514) 238-4909 or (450)
699-1962 for further information.
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DATE

Nov. 25
Nov. 25
Nov. 29
Nov. 29
Dec. 2
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Jan. 17
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 20
Feb. 26*
Mar. 6
Mar. 7
Mar. 7
Mar. 12
Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 17
Mar. 26/27
Mar. 27
Apr. 12
Apr. 16
Apr. 18
Apr. 22
June 15

2009-2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLAR IMEACHTAI 2009-2010
FURTHER INFORMATION

EVENT

SPS General Meeting & Annual Grants Distribution, McCormick Hall, St. Patrick Square, 7:00 p.m.
Horse Palace Foundation Launch, Griffintown Café Dining, 1378 rue Notre-Dame Ouest, 6:00 p.m.
UIS General Meeting, St. Jean Brebeuf Parish Hall, 7777 George St., LaSalle, 1:30 p.m.

UIS Christmas Draw, St. Jean Brebeuf Parish Hall, 7777 George St., LaSalle, 1:30 p.m.

SPS Christmas Concert, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 7:30 p.m. Tickets in advance $16.00, at door $18.00
SPS Members’ Christmas Reception, Montreal West Curling Club, 7:00 p.m.

ICCC Christmas Reception, Place Ville Marie, 5:30 p.m. $50.00 (members) $60.00 (guests)

UIS General Meeting, St. Jean Brebeuf Parish Hall, 7777 George St., LaSalle, 1:30 p.m.

Cine Gael, Opening Night, De Seve Cinema, Concordia, 7:15 p.m.

UIS General Meeting, St. Jean Brebeuf Parish Hall, 7777 George St., LaSalle, 1:30 p.m.

Queen’s Selection Evening, Buffet Sorrento, LaSalle, 7:00 p.m.

Cine Gael, De Seve Cinema, Concordia, 7:15 p.m. (*TBC)

Erin Sports Assoc. Irishman of the Year Breakfast, Sheraton Centre, boul. René Lévesque, $60.00
Mass of Anticipation, St. Gabriel’s Parish, 11:30 a.m.

UIS General Meeting, St. Gabriel’s Church Hall, 1:30 p.m.

SPS Charity Ball, Chateau Champlain

Cine Gael, Child of the Dead End, De Seve Cinema, Concordia, 7:15 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Parade, noon, Fort and Ste-Catherine Sts.

SPS Luncheon, Hilton Bonaventure

Cine Gael, Weekend of Short Films, De Séve Cinema, Concordia, 7:15 p.m.

UIS Parade Awards Banquet, Buffet Sorrento, LaSalle, 6:00 p.m.

UIS Mass for Deceased Members, St. John Brebeuf Church, LaSalle, 7:30 p.m.

Cine Gael, De Seve Cinema, Concordia, 7:15 p.m.

UIS General Meeting, St. Jean Brebeuf Parish Hall, 7777 George St., LaSalle, 1:30 p.m.

Cine Gael, Closing Film of Season, De Séve Cinema, Concordia, 7:15 p.m.

SPS Golf Annual Golf Tournament (details to be announced later)

Erin Matheson
John Mulholland

Ken Quinn

481-1346
952-9418
247-3296

Elizabeth Quinn (450) 672-5087

Erin Matheson
Erin Matheson
ICCC

Ken Quinn
Lynn Doyle
Ken Quinn
Colleen Murphy
Lynn Doyle
Mabel Fitzgerald
Mike Kennedy
Ken Quinn

Erin Matheson
Lynn Doyle
Beverly Murphy
Erin Matheson
Lynn Doyle
Shawn Doyle
Mike Kennedy
Lynn Doyle
Ken Quinn
Lynn Doyle

Erin Matheson

481-1346
481-1346
845-0973
247-3296
481-3503
247-3296
426-4588
481-3503
989-1539
983-6107
247-3296
481-1346
481-3503
932-0512
481-1346
481-3503
240-0569
983-6107
481-3503
247-3296
481-3503
481-1346

Team Bobkowicz-Schulman

BaNGUE 1 Place Ville Marie
Suite 1805
NATIﬂHHLE Montreal, Quebec H3B 4A9
FINAMNCIERE Telephone: (514) 871-4339
1-800-361-8838
Fax: (514) 871-5031

E-Mail: andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca

St. Patrick Square
6767 Cote St. Luc Road
(514) 481-9609

Now Renting!

Discover a unique community environment designed for autonomous retirees 55+ and young at heart. Enjoy our award-winning
gardens, 9-hole golf putting green, indoor pool, saunas, gym and billiards room. Well located near banks, shopping and bus lines.
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