
N
U

A
C

H
T

N
U

A
C

H
T

September 2004
Vol. 17,  Issue 3

Community Newsletter of St. Patrick’s Society

21 “Originals” celebrate their
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St. Patrick Square
located at 6767 Côte

St. Luc Road, Montreal, a
pre-retirement residence for
autonomous seniors, cele-
brated its 25th anniversary
on June 10th, 2004.  The day
was warm and sunny as
residents, staff and friends
of one of Montreal’s last
remaining privately owned
non-profit pre-retirement
homes celebrated this
important milestone. A red
rosebush was planted in
memory of Prime Minister
Pierre Elliot Trudeau who

of the remaining 21 original residents still living at the Square
25 years later. A huge shamrock-shaped cake was cut.

Graham Batty provided music on the bagpipes. Three Royal
Canadian Air Force cadets led the Originals through the foyer
into McCormick Hall.

After food and wine were served, St. Patrick’s own friendship
choir had the entire room singing. A raffle was held for the
Originals and 25-year tenant, Bernice Checketts, won the
prize of one month’s free rent.

The closing ceremonies took place in the garden where
President Denis Midgley and former director Erin Shannon
McNaughton planted the rosebush.  In conclusion, Denis
Midgley said, “This is a wonderful place with understanding
staff and happy tenants. It has been and will remain a great
experience.”

Beverley Rozek is the General Manager of St. Patrick Square.

officially opened the Square in March,
1979. “The Square” continues to welcome
seniors 55 and over into a beautiful
residence that offers living conditions that
demythologize old folks’ homes.

Manager Georgia Remond beams when
she speaks: “We are doing very well with
a caring staff and a great building.”

Everything here is at the finger tips of
the residents:  shuffle board, mini putt
with a professional green, swimming
pool and sauna, award-winning gardens,
six lounges, exercise room and library.
A team of volunteer directors support the
growth and strength of the Square.
About 250 people attended the
celebrations. Festivities began early in
the afternoon with a group photo session

Some of the “Originals” at St. Patrick Square party
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As Pat Dunn placed the chain of office on my shoulders in
June, I was conscious not just of the honour and

obligation being conferred but also of a strong sense of
continuity from March 17, 1834, when St. Patrick’s Society
of Montreal was established. I realised too that the promotion
and fostering of Irish tradition; aiding persons of Irish birth or
origin; and speaking on behalf of the Irish Canadian
community — all objects set out in our Constitution and By-
laws — are no less relevant today than they were in 1834.

In keeping with the spirit of these objectives, it was particularly
fitting then that the last major event organised by my
predecessor was an event that combined the resources and
members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Montreal
Irish Protestant Benevolent Society and St. Patrick’s Society
to tour Irish historic sites in Quebec City and make a
pilgrimage to Grosse-Île. This very successful event reflected
progress in cross-community collaboration, which I will
continue to promote and support as we build stronger bonds
with the over twenty diverse Irish organisations that reflect,
each in its own way, the eclectic range of cultural, sport and
business interests in our community.

As I move into my term of office, I inherit a Society that is
financially sound and one that holds a leadership role within
a healthy and vibrant Montreal Irish community in which it
has had no small part sustaining.

There is still much to be accomplished and we must move
with the times and reflect the needs of those we serve. Over
the past twenty years or so, the Society has been revitalised
and is more relevant to a Montreal Irish community that now
has a broader socio-economic and cultural base and belief
system than that found in its historic roots, the Great Famine
migrations from Ireland to North America.

The Society has started to become a victim of its own success
and is now sustained by the efforts of a few — an untenable
condition that inevitably leads to irrelevance. This is not
healthy. It is, therefore, my wish to broaden the number of
members and directors who actively participate in our
traditional activities and to create new initiatives. With that in
mind each director, from our large Board, has been asked to
take on one or more activity and to make suggestions for new
initiatives. There are no bad ideas and all suggestions are
welcome! The next edition of NUACHT will have more to
say about these activities and initiatives.

The cultural and charitable endeavours of the Society, each
traditionally receiving about half of the annual financial grants,
are sustained from the return on our investment portfolio and the
funds raised from an established calendar of events like the Golf
Tournament, the Christmas Concert and the long-standing Annual
Ball and St. Patrick’s Day Lunch. We will be taking a new look
at improving our fund-raising activities and a committee has
already been struck to consider how this might be accomplished.
Its efforts will also be reported in future editions of NUACHT.

We have also initiated
a professional review
of our use of com-
puter technology. The
aim is to improve our
management of mem-
bership lists and
contact information
for the many friends
of the Society who
support our corner-
stone events through-
out the year. We also
want to tighten
integration with our
website and NUACHT
—all as part of a
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
strategy, aimed at improved and continuing contact with our
constituency.

Please join us in these endeavours and my thanks to everyone
for this opportunity to serve.

John Little, September 2004

A word from our President

Dr. John Little, our new President
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A hundred thousand welcomes — céad míle fáilte — to
our newest members:

St. Patrick’s Society
9th Annual Golf Tournament

The “Luck of the Irish” continues — on June 15th, 2004,
another sold-out crowd of 144 golfers and their guests

enjoyed the sunshine and a great round of golf followed by a
roast beef dinner, wine and door prizes for all. Top golfers were
Louise Griffin, Cathy Smith, Ed Dubiel, and George Graham.

Society President, John Little, welcomed golfers and guests
and extended his gratitude to the organizing committee.
Preliminary results suggest we earned $10,000.

The “10th Anniversary” Society Golf Tournament will be held
on Tuesday, June 21st, 2005, at Club de Golf Belle Vue. Mark
your social calendar now!
Wayne Hogan, Co-Chairman

I t wasn’t just a trip, it was a pilgrimage. The weekend of
July 24-25 saw 53 members and friends of St. Patrick’s Society

and the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society join forces with the
Ancient Order of Hibernians to visit Irish Quebec City and
Grosse-Île. The weather was warm and sunny, the bus was
comfortable, the accommodations at Université Laval were more
than adequate, the tours were inspiring, and the company was
first class. Best of all, Marianna O’Gallagher’s anecdotes and
historical highlights brought the Grosse-Île experience alive for
everyone.

For three hours on Saturday afternoon, John O’Connor, Anne
Donnelly and June Kelly, all guides from the Irish Heritage
Quebec Association, led us up and down the hilly streets of Old
Quebec in pursuit of the old Irish presence. We stopped for quite
a while on McMahon Street to witness the old and the new. For
example: the façade of the first St. Patrick’s Church (1833) where
some of the walls can be seen incorporated into the Cancer
Research Centre operated by the Hotel Dieu Hospital.  Further
along the street named for the first pastor of St. Patrick’s stands

Quebec City — Grosse-Île trip a pilgrimage

By Kathleen Dunn

the new Celtic Cross erected in 2000 to be a permanent
reminder of the Irish who perished during the famine
and those who survived to build a life in Quebec.

On Sunday members and friends of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians joined us for the 90-minute boat trip
from the Port of Quebec to Grosse-Île.  Father Tom
McEntee celebrated Mass in the Western Cemetery and
Patrick Dunn and Edna Ralston laid a wreath on our
behalf. We then made our way to the new memorial
erected by Parks Canada listing the names of all those
who perished on Grosse-Île, and to the Celtic Cross
erected by the AOH in 1909 where the Montreal
Chapter of AOH laid a wreath. Stops at the Lazaretto
(fever shed) and disinfection building brought home
the harsh reality of the desperate conditions the Irish
immigrants faced.

Once again, I am struck by the bravery of those who attempted to
escape the Famine. I can truly say it is a miracle that some survived
and that we, their descendants, have lived to tell their tale.

Piper Barry Cooney leads the SPS, AOH and IPBS group onto Grosse-Île

Hans Möller (foreground), Mary McDaid, Pat Dunn,
his brother John Dunn, and Marianna O’Gallagher
listen to their tour guide John O’Connor outside the

Chateau Frontenac on Place d’Armes

New members welcomed into Society
during the past year

Louise Abbott
Thomas Brady
Edward Brennan, Jr.
Lorne Brown
Moira Carley
Kathleen Coull
Stephen Coull
Sharon Doyle
Julie Dunn
Shaun Finn
Lewis Fitzpatrick
Conall Francoeur

Manon Mamos-Bibaud
Teresa McGuire
Peter G. Murphy
Katherine Peacock
James Reed
Dennis Scully
Martha Shea
Sheila Sheehan
Phyllis Sullivan
William Sullivan
Mark Talbot.
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I n September, 2002, NUACHT ran a story on Patrick
McLaughlin who was raising funds for a school and

community in Fiji. His Walk-a-Songs in which participants
made music as they walked, have become highly successful.
Patrick, creator and author of www.walkasong.org, has been
promoting and running fundraising campaigns for the
underprivileged children of Nausori, Fiji for the past four years.
Originally from Derry City, Ireland, and a resident of Quebec
since 1972 when he enrolled at McGill in the post-graduate
counselling psychology programme, Patrick is currently
responsible for the Employee Assistance Programme at the
Montreal refinery of Petro-Canada.

The latest of these Walk-a-Songs took place on May 30th, when
downtown Ottawa was closed to vehicles as the walkers and
runners faced the excitement and the pain of the National
Capital Marathon. It began at 6:30 a.m. and boasted 142
participants. Patrick McLaughlin, however, stood out on
account of a rather unusual, seemingly non-athletic object
which he hammered continually. And then after he’d walked
about 100 metres, and as his breathing became more regular,
he began singing. This musical marathoner sang his way along
the route, entertaining amused onlookers with songs in Gaelic,
English and French as well as a few renditions in Hebrew,
Italian and Spanish. These included popular and pub songs
from Ireland, Quebec, France, England, Wales, Scotland, the
Caribbean, the United States, and Australia.

 Patrick completed all 42 kilometres in 6 hours 37 minutes.
This is commendable for a participant in his late sixties who
sang all the way without ever repeating a song! He was
accompanied for about 35 kilometres by a group of walkers
who joined in the singing and even played the bodhrán, spoons

and bones and they all crossed the
finish line to the sounds of
“Alouette, gentille alouette.”

This unorthodox Pied Piper ’s
purpose in adopting such a
different, if amusing, activity was
to create funds destined for the
building of primary schools on one
of the islands of Fiji where his
sister, Patricia McLaughlin, a
Daughter of Charity of St. Vincent
de Paul, is in charge of operations.
In the villages where she hopes to
erect these schools, the young
children have no access to
education since the Government is
short of funds. When these young
Fijian children, from different
cultural and religious groups, are
old enough to walk the distance to
the nearest school, their education level is already a few years in
arrears. The provision of basic education skills at an earlier stage
of their development will better prepare them for their life’s
journey.

If you would like to learn more about this project or if you are
able to offer financial support, check his website:
http://www.walkasong.org or contact Patrick by email at:
walkasong@yahoo.com.

Patrick McLaughlin,
Melodious Marathoner

Walk-a-Song attracts many musical participants

Located on the Rideau Canal - at the first lock - near the
Bytown Museum, this memorial to the canal workers and

their families who died building the Rideau Canal between
1826-32 was unveiled on June 27th, 2004.

Erected in Ottawa by the Rideau Canal Celtic Cross
Committee, the Monument complements others erected
recently by Kingston Irish Folk Club in memory of the
estimated 1,000 Irish labourers and their co-workers who died
building the Rideau Canal: a Celtic Cross erected in Kingston
in 2002 (at Doug Fluher Park – Wellington St. and proposed
site of the new multi-purpose sports complex); and a memorial
Drinking Fountain erected in 2000 near Kingston City Hall.
With Ottawa, there will now be monuments at both ends
of the Rideau Canal in memory of all the labourers who died,
the vast majority of whom were from Ireland. Most of the
deaths occurred between Kingston and Newboro and there
are still several unmarked gravesites of Irish immigrants along
this section of the Rideau Canal.

Rideau Canal Celtic Cross unveiled in Ottawa

In attendance at the June 27th ceremony were Ottawa Mayor Bob
Chiarelli, Martin Burke (Ireland’s Ambassador to Canada), Pat
Kelly (President of the Irish Society of Ottawa), Tony O’Loughlin
(President and Founder of the Kingston Irish Folk Club), and
Sean McKenny (Chair of the Rideau Canal Celtic Cross
Committee and President of the Ottawa and District Labour
Council).

The hour-long ceremony was followed by a tour of the Bytown
Museum to view displays of the history and construction of the
Canal. After the tour, many of the attendees retired to Mother
McGintey’s Pub at 67 Clarence St. for a reception hosted by Pat
Kelly.

For more information on the Monument, contact Tony
O’Loughlin (613) 389-0754 or at irishtol@ihorizons.net.
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By Shawn McAlear

Quebec’s quest for democracy

The situation which had been evolving in Ireland under
English domination was a matter of grave concern in Lower

Canada for the French and early Irish immigrants alike. To a
large extent, both shared the same faith.

The emergence in Ireland of Daniel O’Connell, however, gave
hope that the way they were governed might be reformed
substantially. Louis-Joseph Papineau, who was to become known
as Quebec’s own Daniel O’Connell, won support from Jocelyn
Waller and Dr. Daniel Tracey and later from Dr. Edmund Bailey
O’Callaghan. Their English-language newspapers were
outspoken in their criticism of English rule.

Waller, who arrived in Canada from Tipperary in 1820, became
editor of The Canadian Spectator which was firmly on the side
of reform and the Lower Canada Legislative Assembly. He
printed the publication on Ludger Duvernay’s press, which also
published La Minerve. Waller was jailed for alleged libel in 1828
and died in prison.

Dr. Tracey, also from Tipperary, founded The Vindicator. In 1832,
the government moved against both Tracey and Duvernay, again
on grounds of libel, imprisoning both and leading to a major
electoral victory by the Patriotes. (Tracey himself was elected
but died of cholera during the terrible epidemic Irish immigrants
brought with them that year.)

O’Callaghan, who soon took over The Vindicator, was elected
to the Assembly in 1834. The same year, Augustin-Norbert Morin
drafted the famous 92 resolutions demanding reforms. Papineau
and O’Callaghan were to become more radical in their demands,
at least rhetorically, provoking the 1837-38 rebellion. Both
Papineau and O’Callaghan fled to the United States and by the
time Papineau returned under amnesty in 1848, his more
moderate followers—Lafontaine and Morin, along with Baldwin
and Hincks—had already begun to achieve the reforms.

Louis-Joseph Papineau (1786-1871)
The son of a moderate Liberal member
of the Assembly, and born in
Montebello,  he became a lawyer and
was himself elected to the Assembly
in 1809. By 1815, he had assumed
leadership of the Parti Patriote and
was named Speaker of the House.

In 1823, he went to England to oppose
the BilI of Union. Subsequently, when
the 92 resolutions of reform failed to
gain acceptance in London, he became
more radical in his demands and the
rebellion broke out.

He returned to politics from 1848 to 1854, then retired to his
seigneurie in Montebello where he built himself a grand manor
which still stands today in the grounds of Chateau Montebello.

Dr. Edmund Bailey O’Callaghan (1797-1880)
Born in Cork of a merchant father, he obtained his B.A. from
an Irish college, then studied medicine for two years in Paris.
Arriving in Quebec City in 1823, he became apothecary at
Montreal General Hospital three years later. In 1828, he
returned to Quebec City as a doctor but devoted a great deal
of his time to politics.

Four years later, he was back in Montreal as editor of The
Vindicator. He also sat in the Assembly until the rebellion.

Fleeing to the U.S., he became chief historian for the State of
New York. While he continued to correspond with Papineau
for many years, he only returned to Canada to visit.

Dr. Daniel Tracey (1795-1832)
A native of Tipperary, the son of a wealthy merchant, he was
educated at Trinity College and the Royal College of Surgeons
in Dublin. He practised medicine for several years before
emigrating to Montreal in 1825 with his brother and sister.

Ten days after Jocelyn Waller’s death in 1828, he founded
The Vindicator and ran it until his death from cholera. He had
been elected to the Assembly but died before sitting.

In 1838, his sister married Hon. Charles Wilson who was to
serve as mayor of Montreal (1851- 1854) and as a senator
(1867-1878).

Ludger Duvernay (1799-1852)
Born in Verchêres, Quebec, he
became a printer’s apprentice at
14. In 1827, he agreed to publish
The Canadian Spectator for
Waller and also purchased La
Minerve, both of which strongly
supported Papineau’s Parti
Patriote. He took part in the
rebellion and was forced into
exile until 1842.

In 1834, three months after the
Irish had founded St. Patrick’s
Society of Montreal, he founded
the Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste
on June 24th, remaining its president until his death.

NUACHT would like to acknowledge Patrick O’Hara and
thank him once again for his permission to use the research
that has led to the development of this continuing series of
articles.

Louis-Joseph Papineau

Ludger Duvernay
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The Montreal Joyce aficionados paid special tribute to
James Joyce on June 16th, 2004 – the 100th  anniversary

of the renowned 24 hours in the life of Leopold Bloom the
protagonist in Ulysses and Joyce’s alter ego.

Readings from Dubliners, Ulysses, Finnegans Wake, and
favourite songs and music of Joyce were intoned, sung, and
played by a motley crew of Joyce fans.  The performance
concluded in the usual disorder with the singing of well-loved
ditties such as “Finnigans Wake,” “Take me up to Monto,”
“Biddy Mulligan,” and other such plebian songs known only
to Dublin gutties and gurriers.

Bloomsday Centenary celebrated

A heartfelt thanks to Bill Hurley for accommodation and Antoine
Maloney for his promotions (we barely recognised ourselves in
them). It is devoutly hoped that this event will become an
annual ‘concelebration’ and that the myriads of latent and patent
Joyce fans will emerge from their cocoons and volunteer their
services. We have tentatively reserved the Big O for 16th June
2005!! Prepare your readings now even if it is for the first time,
and register your intended participation early at:
seantreacy@sympatico.ca or (514) 637-4539 to avoid the
last minute crush.

By Maureen McCormick

Rory & Ita, Roddy Doyle’s first non-fiction work, tells the
story of the lives of his parents, Rory and Ita, in their own

words. The story’s biographical nature provides the reader with
insight into the origins of Roddy’s own unique wit and story-
telling abilities. Rory and Ita have carte-blanche to tell the story
of their lives, and they do so using their own personal and
inimitable style.

Rory and Ita recount their childhood and early adulthood with
warmth and detail. Ita’s father was a “Wexford Man,” described
as being secretive and undemonstrative but a straight man
nonetheless. Ita’s immediate family was small — she had but
two siblings and had lost her mother at age three. In contrast,
Rory was the eldest of nine children who was reared by a soft-
spoken father, and a strong-willed mother. The story is told in
chronological order, enabling the reader to delve into their lives
via both political and personal anecdotes. The account evokes a
vivid description of the lives of ordinary Irish people following
the creation of the new Irish Free State in 1922.  Rory’s trade in
the printing industry is vividly brought to life. Ita’s touching
recollections of motherhood and married life are both moving
and poignant. The couple describe themselves as being resilient
and good-humoured. They accepted what came their way and
made the best of every situation, no matter how difficult. Tragic
situations, such as the death of their son, the first Roderick Doyle,
are described with sensitivity and emotion, though the book is
not overly sentimental.

Rory and Ita is a charming book that would appeal to any reader
whose interests include Irish lore and good storytelling. It is a
gentle read, bringing to life both the joys and the difficulties of a
simpler time.

Rory & Ita, by Roddy Doyle, is published by Alfred A. Knopf
Canada, 2002.

Biography of Roddy Doyle’s parents
proves to be a great read

A Place to Call Home

Set in the turbulent, formative years
of Ontario, this compelling saga

spans five decades and two gen-
erations. Gabriele Wills’ novel
about Canada, and its less than
civilized pioneer  past, spans five
decades and two generations. Set
in the turbulent, formative years of
Ontario, this is a tale of passionate people and
stormy relationships, of unrequited and illicit love, of betrayals
and revenge. Follow the adventures of Irish immigrant, Rowena
O’Shaughnessy, as she struggles to make a new life for herself
in Canada.

NUACHT hopes to bring you a review of this compelling saga
in our November issue.

I rish-born Yvonne McMorrough, now running a charming
B & B in Niagara-on-the-Lake, spearheaded a campaign to

pay tribute to poet and songwriter, Thomas Moore. On July
19, 2004, Colm Wilkinson, a popular and renowned singer,
dedicated a memorial plaque to him. Moore was a visitor to
Canada in 1804 and travelled from Fort Eire by boat to Ste-
Anne-de-Bellevue. Following this five-day journey, he spent
three weeks in Montreal during which time he composed the
Canadian Boat Song, regarded as our national anthem for many
years. His travel diary, published after his return to Ireland,
served to promote immigration to Canada, in particular to
southern Ontario.

Yvonne McMorrough suggests that a similar memorial plaque
could be erected in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue to commemorate
Moore’s arrival in Quebec. If anyone is interested in forming
a committee to consider this, please contact Yvonne at
avokanotl@aol.com.

Tribute paid to Thomas Moore
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

By Sean Treacy
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Courses offered this fall and winter include:

Dublin Through Space and Time
Yvonne Whelan, Ireland
First Annual O’Brien Visiting Professorship in Irish Studies

Interrogating Cultural Landscapes of Ireland
Yvonne Whelan, Ireland
First Annual O’Brien Visiting Professorship in Irish Studies

Gender & Nation: Feminist Perspectives on Women in Irish
Politics, Culture and Society
Dana Hearne, Concordia

Celtic Christianity
Pamela Bright, Concordia

Introduction to Irish Studies
Michael Kenneally, Concordia

The Films of Neil Jordan
Carole Zucker, Concordia

The Politics of Irish Nationalism
Dana Hearne, Concordia

History of Ireland
Ron Rudin, Concordia

In particular, if you are planning to take the Introduction to Irish
Studies course in January, the two geography courses and the course
on Gender and Nation would be ideal preparation. Likewise, if you
are planning to take the James Joyce course at some future date, the
geography course on Dublin Through Space and Time would provide
an excellent background. If you have any questions about enrolling
in any of these courses, you can call the specific department or contact
the Centre at (514) 848-8711.

Centre for Canadian Irish Studies offers
interesting courses

With the colours changing on the trees, summer is now
well and truly over and Montrealers get back to

business. The Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce began
an autumn program of events interesting to all Irish involved
in the Montreal business community. At the time of going to
press, the Chamber was in the midst of planning a special
luncheon with His Excellency, Mark Moher, Ambassador of
Canada to Ireland. This luncheon, held on September 14th at
the University Club, included a speech from the Ambassador
on the growing partnerships between Canada and Ireland in
the 21st century. A special thanks to all who attended and to
those who worked behind the scenes to make the Ambassador’s
visit to Montreal a memorable one.

On Wednesday October 13th, the Chamber will once again
participate in the European tradeshow “Carrefour 2004.”  This
tradeshow is the largest gathering of the Montreal business
community involved in trade between Canada and Europe.
Carrefour 2004 includes displays of various products and
services available from members of the European Union
countries. For those interested in either (a) exhibiting products
or services to the local Montreal community and members
with ties to the European market or (b) attending the event to
see what other products and services are offered by Chamber
members, please contact the Ireland-Canada Chamber of
Commerce at (514) 845-0973.

The Chamber’s Annual General Meeting will be held at the
Concordia University Faculty Club on Wednesday, November
10th, 2004. At the reception following the AGM, David Hannaford
and Sue Kelly will be honoured for services to the Chamber.
Lastly, the date for the Chamber’s Christmas reception is
Thursday, December 9th. This reception has proved to be very
popular over the past several years and is a great way to meet up
with other colleagues within the Irish community before the real
Christmas rush begins. Hope to see you all there.
Edmond Stokes

Still looking as lovely as
ever, Tara poses

following the McGill
graduation ceremonies in
June. This charming young
woman earned a degree in
International Development
Studies.

After several months of
royal duties, the 2004 St.
Patrick’s Parade Queen, is
now looking forward to
her trip to Ireland, which
was her reward for being
Queen.

Tara Hecksher: a McGill graduate

ICCC events promise to interest the Irish
Montreal business community

Who was Grandpa Walsh?

Jim Martin is most anxious to obtain information regarding
“Grandpa Walsh.” He has done extensive research and has

unearthed many clues as to the history of Tony Walsh’s Irish
grandfather. Orphaned during the potato famine somewhere
in Quebec (possibly in Montreal’s Griffintown or Pointe St.
Charles), he eventually returned to Ireland, settled in Dublin,
married and fathered at least four children. According to Tony’s
mother, Lucy Rouse, Grandpa Walsh was a pioneer in seeking
justice for the working folk and the poor. He never had much
money himself, but made sure that his children were well fed,
clothed and housed. When he died, thousands of Dubliners
lined the streets as his coffin passed by.

If anyone can help Jim with his research, please contact him
at (514) 481-1819. There is much more to this story.
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Irish women win rugby trophy

The Montreal Irish women’s team beat the Ormstown
Saracens 12-10 to take the First Division B Cup. This

year’s new format saw the First Division divided into two
interlocking pools, with St. Anne’s TMR and the Barbs
fighting for the 1A cup and St. Lambert, Ste. Foy, Ormstown
and the Irish battling it out for the 1B trophy.

In the Finals, our starting 15 set the tone by scoring a try
early in the game and finishing the first half with a heroic
15-minute goal line stand. Congratulations to each player
who was a part of this 2004 team — your heart and
perseverance paid off with the championship you so richly
deserve.

Labour Day tournament
Our Club founders excelled in attracting quality international
touring sides from the original “Five Nations”: Ireland,
England, France, Scotland and Wales as well as from the
U.S., Japan, and other regions of Canada and the Caribbean.

This year’s edition presented five men’s teams and five
women’s teams with a round robin on Saturday with semi-
finals and finals on Sunday. The men’s teams came from
Providence, R.I., Halifax, Concordia University, Montreal
combines and Montreal Irish.  Providence won the Saturday
round robin with Montreal Irish and Halifax to play Sunday.

With improved weather the next day, the Irish prevailed to
face Providence in the finals. Meeting five members from
Queen’s University  (Belfast) and Inneskillen playing for
Providence made for a mixed experience and a 47-17 loss
for the Irish, Providence Vandals being our 2004 champions!!

The women’s side hosted teams from Detroit, Bishop’s
University, Quebec City and Montreal.

Detroit emerged the Saturday winner with a one-try victory
over the Irish. Sunday saw Quebec and the Irish tangle for
the semi-finals won by the Irish. The final was a repeat of
the Detroit-Irish hard fought game from Saturday.  The score
12-0 for Detroit over the Irish (two tries – one convert).

The flags were flying, the children running, the dogs
scampering, ex-pats abounding, people cheering — good
camaraderie once again at St. Julie grounds owned and
operated since 1969 by the Montreal Irish.

At present our first side is undefeated in the Second Division
and winning first place gives them promotion to the First
Division in 2005. 28 new recruits have filled up both the
First and Second sides thanks to the encouragement of our
president, Gordie Murray, now in his third term of office.

Montreal Irish rugby news
By Frank Rooney

Father Tom celebrates his
50th Anniversary

The AOH, and its president, Kevin Muldoon, assisted by Sr. Kay
Duffin, are to be congratulated for organizing a wonderful party

to recognize Father Tom McEntee’s 50 years in the priesthood. Held
on May 30, 2004, at St. Ignatius of Loyola, the celebration began
with a Mass led by Frs. David Fitzpatrick, Herbert Schultz, and
Placido Macarini. The People’s Gospel Choir presented various
works and following the service, guests enjoyed a three-course meal
catered by the Clahane Family who also provided great Irish music.
Father Tom brought the house down with his renditions of “Fancy
Nancy Clancy” and “Danny Boy.”

Born and raised in Griffintown, Fr. McEntee served in the navy in
WW2 and began a lifetime association with HMS Donnacona. His
first appointment as a priest was at St. Kevin’s, Côte des Neiges,
followed by 27 years at St. Edmund of Canterbury, Beaconsfield. It
was there in the late ’80s that he established Executives Available.
He also helped to establish local Alcoholics Anonymous recovery
groups, halfway houses for ex-prisoners, and Big Brother and Big
Sister organizations.

Father McEntee received the Order of Canada in 1990 “for being
a positive force in community-wide interdenominational activities
and for his lifetime of service.”
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Around town

The English Speaking Catholic Council will be sponsoring
the Sixteenth English Speaking Catholic Community Rally in

the Ballroom of the Sheraton Centre Hotel in downtown Montreal
on Monday, November 1, 2004 from 6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. In
memory of the late Bishop Leonard Crowley, former Auxiliary
Bishop of Montreal and Director of the Office for English Language
Affairs as well as founder of the Council, the theme this year is one
of thanksgiving for the Bishop’s inspiration, encouragement and
leadership in helping all of us provide better services to the
community.

Eighty community organizations are expected to participate,
demonstrating the great diversity of our community’s resources
and the remarkable contribution of so many volunteers. It is
anticipated that 600 people will attend.

The Bishop Crowley Memorial Award, recognizing distinguished
service in the community by an individual, group or organization,
will be bestowed during the evening.  Please look for details
concerning nominations in the October issue of the Catholic Times.

Bishop Crowley to be remembered at
Catholic Community Rally

Friends of Neil McKenty cordially invite you to attend a gala
Irish Party to celebrate Neil McKenty’s upcoming 80th birthday.

The celebration will be held at Westmount High School, on
Thursday, October 28.There will be a Céilídh Reception at 5 p.m.
followed by a light supper at 6:30 p.m. If you cannot come for
dinner, join us for coffee and dessert. At 8 p.m. enjoy entertainment,
prizes, surprises!

In lieu of presents, Neil would welcome any donation to
UNITAS… an oasis of quiet and peace for busy people in a busy
city located at 3289 St. Jacques at Greene Avenue.
For more information or to reserve your tickets, visit our party
website at www.friendsofneilmckenty.com, phone UNITAS at
(514) 485-0009 or email Marilynn@friendsofneilmckenty.com
$30 per person, $50 per couple, $10 for dessert and coffee.Please
make reservations by October 8, 2004.

Big party planned for
Neil McKenty’s 80th birthday

We cordially invite you to join us Monday evenings at the
Montreal Irish Language Study Circle. Classes will be

held at Loyola High School, located at 7272 Sherbrooke Street
West.  The schedule will run as follows:
Fall session:
September 13th through December 20th. .
Time: 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
14-week session: cost $56.00

Winter session:
January 3rd through May 16th. .
Time: 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
18-week session: cost $72.00

Three levels will be offered, including a class for beginners.  No
previous knowledge of Irish is required, only the will to learn.

For further information, please contact:
Sean Treacy at (514) 637-4539, seantreacy@sympatico.ca.

Comhrá Montreal

Siamsa

Once again, Siamsa School of Irish Music is offering
weekly group classes for adults in fiddle, whistle,

bodhrán, set and céilí dancing, Irish drama, banjo, mandolin,
Celtic guitar, and pub singing. Contact Emily Andrews at (514)
932-0135 or info@siamsa.org. Check out their website at
www.siamsa.org. Céilís are held once a month. Contact Bill
White (caller) at (514) 483-6262 for information.

The Comhrá Irish Language immersion weekend will take
place Friday, Nov. 12th to Sunday, Nov. 14th at the Laurentian
Lodge in Prévost. All levels of classes will be offered, from
beginners to advanced, as well as Irish music, dance and
singing workshops.

There will be a whiskey tasting, a Céilí dance and the fine cuisine
at the lodge will be prepared by Chef André. The cost is $150
(adults) and $100 (18 years and under). This price includes shared
accommodation and five meals. For further information please
visit our web-site at www.comhra.org, or contact Mike Morin:
(450) 583-6825, email mrmorin@sympatico.ca.

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann was founded in 1951 to
promote Irish traditional music and culture in all its forms.

Its touring shows that enchant audiences throughout the Irish
Diaspora have visited Montreal on many occasions and will
do so again shortly. This concert, featuring the 30th anniversary
of the appearance of the group, will begin at 7:45 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 6, 2004, at Oscar Peterson Concert Hall,
Concordia University, 7141 Sherbrooke St. West. Tickets
priced at $12.00 are available from Joe Mell (514) 935-3961,
John McDonaugh (514) 697-6918 and Beverley McGuire (514)
767-2105. Comhaltas will try to reach its goal of $4,000. This
promises to be a great evening of Irish music. Don’t miss it!!

Echoes of Erin: Comhaltas concert

Maeve Binchy comes to town

Early in October the popular best-selling author, Maeve
Binchy, will be in Montreal for the launch of her husband

Gordon Snell’s new book, Oh, no! More Canadians! This is the
fifth in a series illustrated by Aislin.

Ms. Binchy is currently topping The Globe and Mail best seller
list with her latest novel, Nights of Rain and Stars, set not in
Ireland, but on a Greek island. It deals with the reactions of four
strangers to a shocking tragedy. Published by McArthur &
Company, the novel is available in most bookstores.
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2004-2005 CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLAR IMEACHTAI 2004-2005
DATE EVENTS FURTHER INFORMATION

10 September, 2004

Sep. 28 St. Patrick’s Society General Mtg., 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
Oct. 2 Tara Golf, Hemmingford (Team Invitational for Irish Organizations) Bob Batah 630-4482
Oct. 6 Comhaltas Concert, Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7141 Sherbrooke St. W., Joe Mell 935-3961
Oct. 16 Siamsa Céilí, NDG Legion, Addington/De Maisonneuve, 8:00 p.m. Bill White 483-6262
Nov. 16 St. Patrick’s Society Grants Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
Nov. 18 St. Patrick’s Society Grants Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
Nov. 20 Siamsa Céilí, NDG Legion, Addington/De Maisonneuve, 8:00 p.m. Bill White 483-6262
Nov. 23 St. Patrick’s Society General Mtg., 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
Nov. 28 UIS General Meeting & Christmas Draw, 1:30 p.m., St. John Brebeuf Parish Margaret Healy 932-5250
Dec. 1 St. Patrick’s Christmas Concert, St. Patrick’s Basilica, Mary McGovern 489-5493
Dec. 8 St. Patrick’s Society Christmas Reception, Loyola High School, 7:30 p.m. Doris Rooney 481-1346
Dec. 9 ICCC Christmas Reception, University Club, 2047 Mansfield, 5:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Diana James 845-0973
Jan. 21 Cine Gael 2005, Opening Evening, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Jan. 28 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Feb. 5 UIS  Annual Selection of Parade  Queen & Court, Delta Centre Ville, 7:00 p.m. Colleen Murphy 426-4588
Feb. 18 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Feb. 22 St. Patrick’s Society General Mtg., 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
Mar. 4 St. Patrick’s Ball, location TBA Alistair O’Hara 673-5574
Mar. 6 Annual Mass of Anticipation & UIS General Meeting, St. Gabriel’s Church, 11:30 a.m. Margaret Healy 932-5250
Mar. 11 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 12 Erin Sports Irishman of the Year Breakfast, Windsor Station, 9:00 a.m. Mabel Fitzgerald 989-1539
Mar. 12 Erin Sports post-Breakfast celebration, St. Gabriel’s, 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Francis Baddely 762-1882
Mar. 13 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, noon (director@montreal irishparade.com) Kenn Quin 932-0512
Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon, Queen Elizabeth Hotel Paul Dunne 938-0877
Mar. 19 UIS Annual Parade Awards Banquet & Dance Beverly Murphy 694-0206
Apr. 4 UIS Mass for Deceased Members, St. Dominic’s Parish, 8:00 p.m. Sheila Showers 696-0647
Apr.8 & 9 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 28 Cine Gael 2005, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 5 Cine Gael 2005, Closing Evening, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 29 UIS Annual March to the Stone, from St. Gabriel’s (following Mass) Larry Smith 993-7997
June 17 St. Patrick’s Society Annual General Mtg., 7:00 p.m. St. Patrick Square Doris Rooney 481-1346
June 21 St. Patrick’s Society Annual Golf Tournament, Belle Vue Golf Club, $120.00 Doris Rooney 481-1346

St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road

(514) 481-9609
Comfortable living for independent seniors.  Large gardens &
putting green. Indoor pool, exercise & billiard rooms. Many
social activities, outings, events & more…

Now renting!

Jimmy Heaslip

United Acoustics & Partitions (2003) Inc.
645 McCaffrey
Ville Saint-Laurent (Québec)
Canada   H4T 1H3

tél (514) 727-8337
fax (514) 737-4864
cel (514) 592-8180

e-mail:  unitedacoustique@qc.aibn.comU
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FASKEN

MARTINEAU

Peter E. Kirby
Member of the Quebec, Ontario, New York
and Massachusetts Bars

Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP
Barristers and Solicitors
Patent and Trade-mark Agents

Stock Exchange Tower
Suite 3400, P.O. Box 242
800 Place Victoria
Montreal (Québec) Canada   H4Z 1E9

514 397 4385 Direct
514 397 7600 Facsimile
pkirby@mtl.fasken.com

If you would like to publicize any activity that might be of
interest to NUACHT readers, or wish to respond to any of our
features, please contact the editor at annegaynor@yahoo.com.
We will be happy to hear from you.

Advertising rates:
Full page $400
Half page $250
Quarter page $150
Business card $75


